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CITY OF NEW YORK 



ANNUAL REPORT 



FOREWORD 

I find it utterly impossible to have this report ready until some months after the 
first of January of each year. To get accurate figures and digest the immense amount 
of matter that has to be examined requires much time. I have recently asked for the 
experiences of those who prepare similar reports of international reputation in Europe, 
and they tell me that oftentimes they are more than a year behind for the same reason. 
We are a little earlier this year than last because of concentrated and continued efforts 
to get the report out as early as possible. 

William McAdoo, 

Chief City Magistrate. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

1915 



This report is primarily addressed to the people of the City of New York. The 
statistics contained in it are interesting and illuminative. The facts presented are 
those considered relative and interesting to human befngs. It is not intended to 
make a dry-as-dust record, full of technicalities and useless discussions of involved 
points in the construction of the law. If any citizen after having read it would 
like further information regarding these Courts, an inquiry at this office will be 
welcomed. We court publicity and invite inspection and are receptive to all prac- 
tical suggestions for the betterment of these Courts and the improvement of the 
service in general. We have made much progress on a given course; but when 
the ship stops she is at the mercy of the tide and the winds. 

The most important event in the past year was the passage into law of a Bill 
radically amending the original Act of 1910 reorganizing these Courts. This law 
" comes as the result of a very severe contest carried on in the Legislature for the 
last two or three years. It is a compromise between the Bill presented by the 
friends of these Courts who wanted a total merger of the Special Sessions with 
the Magistrates' Courts, and those who opposed that consolidation. The people 
of this City are indebted very largely to the disinterested citizens of the Inferior 
Criminal Courts Committee of the Charity Organization Society, without whose 
aid this measure could not have been passed. While many people are entitled to a 
great deal of credit in this connection, I cannot refrain from expressing the 
special obligation we labor under to Mr. Bronson Winthrop, Mr. Otto Bannard, 
and Mr. Lawrence Veiller of that Committee, and the members of the Senate and 
the Assembly who introduced and ably and persistently supported this law. The 
compromise measure itself was largely the result of the efforts of gentlemen now 
judges in the General and Special Sessions Courts. Of course it could not have 
become a law at all if it had not been after careful examination approved by 
Governor Whitman and Mayor Mitchel. It is undoubtedly a great step in advance 
and so far as this office and its influence extends it will be given a fair, impartial, 
painstaking and thorough trial. We earnestly desire that it may accomplish all 
the reforms which were in the minds of those who fought so long and so earnestly 
and so unselfishly for the passage of a law based on these lines. 

I am gratified and pleased to state that the consolidation of the Board of Magis- 
trates of the First and Second Divisions was accomplished readily without friction 
of any kind, and that the consolidated Board begins its work under the most 
favorable indications. At the first meeting of the consolidated Board common rules 
were at once adopted, committees appointed, and the machinery of the separate 
organizations adjusted and reconciled into working order. 

The Magistrates showed themselves at once earnestly and zealously in favor 
of giving a full and complete support to the provisions of the new enactment, so 
that the community might have every element of betterment and efficiency which 
those enacting it had in view. There remains yet, of course, a great deal of work 
to be done to beget that uniformity in practice and procedure and that cooperative 
and fraternal spirit which begets certainty and consistency in the treatment of 
convicted defendants ; to improve physical conditions of the Court Houses throughout 
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the city; re-adjust district lines; consolidation of Courts; provision for new ones 
dealing with special cases ; uniform discipline of employees and centralized and 
economic business administration; a re-arrangement of the schedule of assignments 
of Magistrates; concerted progress in all reformatory advances. These are the 
things which must always be had in view and in which we must keep step together. 
We are the servants of the public and their larger interests must predominate. 

I want in this connection to express my gratitude and thanks to the Magistrates 
of the former Second Division for the loyal support which they have given those 
changes brought about by the recent enactment and to the occupant of this office. 

Here are the principal changes made by the new law: 

1. The two former Divisions of Magistrates' Courts in Greater New York 
were abolished and consolidated into one Board. This Board numbers 39 Magistrates. 
The two offices of Chief City Magistrate were abolished and one created, having 
jurisdiction over the Greater City. He is also the presiding officer of the new Board 
of Magistrates. 

2. In specific offenses in the nature of misdemeanors, each Magistrate, with 
the consent of the defendant, is authorized to constitute himself a Court of Special 
Sessions and try the case and dispose of it in the Court where he presides. This lessens 
the volume of cases going to the Special Sessions and saves the time of the defendant, 
police and citizen witnesses, and is a marked improvement on former conditions. 
Cases which the Magistrate is authorized to try as a Special Sessions Court are as 
follows : 

a. Violation of any provision of any Code, Rule, or Order enacted or issued 
by any Department, Bureau, Board, or Commission of the State or the City of 
New York. 

b. Any misdemeanor enumerated in Article 16 of the Penal Law entitled 
"Animals." 

c. Any of the misdemeanors enumerated in Section 925 of the Penal Law 
entitled "Frauds on Hotel Keepers." 

d. Any violation of the provisions of Section 1566 of the Penal Law entitled 
"Street Railroad Transfer Tickets not to he Given Away or Sold." 

e. Any violation of any provision of the Labor Law. 
/. Any violation of Article 11 of the Highway Law. 

g. Any violation of any provision of the Tenement House Law. 

h. Any violation of any Ordinance of the City of New York which is pun- 
ishable as a misdemeanor. * 

«. Any misdemeanor which is by statute made punishable by a fine not ex- 
ceeding $100 or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding 60 days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

3. Created Municipal Term Courts to have exclusive jurisdiction over certain 
cases in which the Departments of the City Government, principally fuch as Fire, 
Health, and Tenement House, are complainants. This is one of the most important 
reforms introduced in connection with these Courts. Arrangements are made for 
two of these Courts^-one in Manhattan and one in Brooklyn. The Manhattan 
Court starts first and will be presided over by one Magistrate who, with experience 
begotten of dealing with the special treatment of these cases, will be consistent and 
will add to the efficiency of the City Government in its various Departments, es- 
pecially in the enforcement of laws relating to health, comfort, security, and 
property. 

4. The creation of one Chief Probation Officer for all of the Courts instead 
of two, as hitherto, with two Deputy Chief Probation Officers. The abolition of 
the offices of two Chief Clerks and the creation of one Chief Clerk and one 
Deputy Chief Clerk. This begets centralized and individual responsibility, without 
which no business, public or private, can be run well. 

5. The power to create special Courts to which specific offenses shall be sent. 

6 
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This gives us the opportunity of creating a Traffic Court dealing with Speed and 
other Ordinances concerning vehicular traffic in the streets and the safety of the 
public Efforts are under way to have such a Court, as suggested by His Honor, 
the Mayor, in operation very soon. 

This law has been in force only since the 1st day of July, 1915. The work of 
consolidation of the two former Boards, begetting harmonious cooperation and 
adapting the machinery of the new law to existing conditions, has been actively 
in progress since that date. We are glad to state that the new law has worked well 
and without friction. 

Notwithstanding the fact that we are creating two additional Courts (Municipal 
Terms), a District Court on Washington Heights, and a Traffic Court, the budget 
for the total expenses of all the Courts of Greater New York for the year 1916 
under the law consolidating these Boards was $4,500 less than for 1915. This has 
come about by a redistribution of the employees and the consolidation of certain 
Courts and other administrative improvements, and will include before the year 
is over the establishment in Brooklyn of a Special Court for Women. 

Last year we told you of radical changes made in the system of probation by 
which it is centralized, more closely supervised, and made infinitely more effective. 

We reviewed the work of the Women's Night Court and explained just how it is 
operated. 

We told you about the finger-print system and that it was going to help put 
down pickpockets, mashers, rowdies, and other vile characters. 

We can only report to you that we have not only held the ground already gained, 
but these reforms have vindicated themselves. 

The following table tells its own story and shows in condensed form the work 
of these Courts during the year. The increase in the number of persons arraigned 
is quite considerable. It is reassuring to see notable decreases in serious forms of 
crime and vice, such as Robbery, Burglary, Carrying Dangerous Weapons, both 
degrees of Larceny, Gambling, Keeping Disorderly House and Intoxication. 

Increased Police activities account for the increStse in other offenses, and may 
not the same be the cause in the decreased number, of serious offenses, coupled as 
now with earnest and hearty cooperation between the Magistrates and the Police? 



COMPARISON OF ARRAIGNMENTS WITH PREVIOUS YEAR 



Offenses 

Assault, Felony 

Assault, Misdemeanor 

Burglary 

Corporation Ordinances ...... 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly Conduct 

Disorderly House 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Intoxication 

Larceny, Felony 

Larceny, Misdemeanor 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 

Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement House 

Act 

Robbery 

Miscellaneous 

Total 



1914 



1915 



Increase 



Decrease 



Per Cent. 



3.719 
6,458 
3,218 

46,992 
1.970 

59,336 

489 

1,607 

457 

19.630 
4,236 
5,857 

2,045 

1,395 

1,514 

61.383 



220,306 



3,969 
6,335 
3.215 

44.587 
1,229 

52,693 

432 

2,567 

345 

19,587 
4,114 
5,616 

2,178 

1,844 

1,292 

86,588 



236,591 



250 



960 



133 
499 



25,205 



16,285 



123 

3 

2,405 

741 

6,643 

57 

'ii2 

43 
122 
241 



222 



6.7 
1.9 



5.1 
37.6 
11.2 
11.7 
59.7 
24.5 

"2.9 
4.1 

6.5 

32.2 
14.7 
41.1 



7.4 
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The Larger Outlook. 



The most important work in my judgment that we have on hand now is 
to beget a reasonable degree of uniformity throughout the Magistrates' Courts 
in all parts of the City in consistently, continuously and justly treating 
convicted defendants as to their punishment. Temperamentally and humanly, 
there are many angles from which one can look at a certain offense. To 
me it might seem a serious one, while to you it may be trivial. I may conclude that 
it is very injurious to the safety and the comfort of the community, while you 
may look upon it as of no particular consequence. There are some people, I presume, 
who would think that a gang of young boys returning from an outing who started 
in to terrorize, or at least make uncomfortable, peaceable passengers on a ferry- 
boat or car as only giving an exhibition of boyish virility and high spirits, whereas 
to another it would appear that these young fellows were simply inherently rowdies, 
undisciplined at home and needing correction abroad, and from which the public 
are entitled to protection by the Police and Magistrates. A very young boy who 
picks a pocket might be considered by some people as simply having indulged in a 
boyish prank and as not being necessarily vicious; whereas from the other point 
of view he is bad at heart, having deliberately acquired skill enough to filch from the 
pocket without being detected and has started out to get a living by stealing and 
other criminal practices, and therefore should be at once punished severely in order 
to check him at the beginning, and treated quite differently from a boy who has 
violated the City Ordinances by playing games in the streets or who has even fought 
with a companion. Some people may say gambling and the social evil have existed for 
thousands of years and why check them ; — ^men want to gamble, why not allow them 
to do so, and a woman is only "unfortunate" if she starts out deliberately to make 
a living by soliciting for prostitution on the public streets; disorderly houses are 
necessary evils and ought to be regulated by law, excise exactions are unreasonable. 
In mixed assemblages you can get a considerable debate upon any of these 
propositions. Magistrates as individuals may have their own personal opinions on 
these and other questions just like the old schoolboy form of debate as to whether 
it is better to live in the City or in the Country. 

On the other hand, there is the law, and behind it is the public opinion generated 
by the majority of the citizens. If you allow the Police entire discretion as to 
whether or not they will enforce these laws you are subjecting them to a severe form 
of temptation. You are making them the judges of whether or not certain people 
shall be permitted to violate the law. In other words, you are giving them a license 
to allow a man to run a gambling house, a woman to keep a disorderly resort for 
prostitutes, and possibly allow pocket-picking to become a fine art — a sort of trade 
or profession,— or to abolish all excise regulations. 

The City having provided no proper method of treating chronic drunkards, men 

1 or women. Magistrates are left no option but the Workhouse, or fine, or suspension 
of sentence, or probation. The Workhouse will not cure a drunkard, fining him is 

i absolutely useless, suspended sentence may be encouraging him to get drunk again as 
soon as possible, and to put all drunkards convicted in these Courts on probation 
would break down the whole machinery of that branch of the work. 
/ One man may look charitably upon vagrants. I know an acquaintance of mine 

i who never fails to give to any beggar who solicits from him on the street. He says 

/ he does so because he might otherwise miss the one needy case of a poor and 
honest man who has no place to sleep on a stormy night, for instance, and therefore 
he gives to all who solicit from him. Left to himself if he were a Magistrate he 
would probably let all of these fellows go, and they would impose upon him with 
their stories. In hard times like the winter of 1915, Magistrates as well as other 
citizens exercised a large charity, and properly so, in dealing with real cases of 
destitute people found on the streets ; but now in good times if the Police would not 
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suppress them the number of professional beggars would be as large as it was last 
year. These strong-handed beggars, professional yeggmen, sometimes dangerous 
criminals, are entitled to no consideration. 

I have at intervals experimented on one or two of these fellows myself as to 
finding employment for them and getting the truth, and they invariably turned out 
to be rogues and rascals who would not work under any consideration. One day 
last winter I had thirty of them arraigned before me on one occasion, when rumors 
of a foreign war were imminent. They all looked like sturdy well-built fellows 
and they positively assured me that they could not find anything to do. Being of 
the proper age, I told them to hold up their hands and any of them who wanted to 
enlist in the Army and I would go with them myself to the recruiting sergeant or 
to the Navy Yard. Not one hand went up. I did not mean to say that men of 
their character should go into the Army or Navy, — quite the contrary. I just wanted 
to test these fellows to see what they would do. I would like to have been a drill 
sergeant and had those fellows as recruits. 

Now, the Magistrate is given a very wide discretion in the law. After you I 
have been convicted of an offense of which he has summary jurisdiction, he can i 
send you to the Workhouse for from one day to six months without condition ; i 
or, under certain conditions of the new Parole Law, for two years on an indetermi- ' 
nate sentence, or he can suspend sentence and let you go free, or he can fine you or 
put you on probation. Now, it is not intended or thought that some iron-clad rule . 
could be adopted by the Board of Magistrates that all defendants convicted of a * 
certain offense should get six months, or all other defendants convicted of a certain 
offense should be fined $5.00, or that the Magistrate should be hampered in dealing 
with really exceptional cases that are apt to come before him at any time and ' 
where a suspended sentence may be the just and proper treatment, and where pro- 
bation would suggest itself at once to any kind-hearted and thoughtful man. 

But, on the other hand, it does not inure to the successful administration of i 
the law, the peace, safety and best interests of this big City that a defendant before 1 
five different Magistrates for 'the same offense and where the finger-prints show his / 
record should receive radically different treatment by each in turn; nor that therei 
should be a wide chasm between a few Magistrates and their colleagues in the treat-l 
ment of special offenses. 

One thing is certain — it discourages the Police and it also hampers the Police •' 
Commissioner. When he "jacks up" an officer commanding a precinct for not 
putting down some offense, and where the citizens are clamoring for the enforce- 
ment of the law, the Captain then comes back and says that Magistrate So-and-so 
discharges them all or suspends sentence or fines them two dollars; and he put 
all the fault on the whole body of Magistrates. 

/ The Women's Court. 

y 

Bids were opened for the new building for the Women's Court on West 30th 
Street and the lowest bid exceeded the appropriation by over $300,000. The financial 
authorities of the City while friendly to the project and convinced of its desirability 
had to consider the present money conditions of the City, and for this reason the 
final decision as to whether or not the plans already adopted will be carried out or 
altered is in abeyance. It is to be hoped that a decision will soon be reached and 
the building well under way before the close of this year. 

The new Parole Law, Chapter 579 of the Laws of 1915, will, in the nature of 
things, be most effective in this Court for the following reasons: 

1. The finger-print system has been established here since the beginning of 
the Court in 1907, hence its records are more complete and cover a much longer 
period than those of any other Court 

2. Because the number of women convicted two or more times for soliciting 
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or committing prostitution in tenement houses is considerably over half of the 
whole number that go to the Court. It therefore follows that if these women persist 
in professional prostitution and are caught by the Police they will be given the 
indeterminate sentence of two years, and for that period the Court will not be 
called upon to deal with them again. If the woman breaks her parole, she is in 
charge of the Parole Commission and can be returned to prison at any time during 
the indeterminate period. This law does not go into effect until the 1st day of 
January, 1916, and, of course, it is impossible in this report to speak with certainty 
as to how it will affect this Court. We can only judge from the number shown 
by the finger-print record to have been convicted three or more times. If a con- 
siderable proportion of these women are taken off the streets and out of the 
Tenement houses for the two years, will their places be filled by new-comers? Will 
the ranks be recruited as fast as they are depleted? 

In the last Annual Report we discussed at considerable length regarding many 
features of this Court. It continues to be the object of scrutiny, observation, and 
sometimes criticism by various individuals and societies who are represented there 
every night in the year^In no other Court possibly in the whole world is a defendant 
so well protected as here. The leading nationalities and religions are represented 
to look after her interests if she belongs to their race or religion. Various charitable, 
philanthropic, and reformatory influences are represented, all interested in the de- 
fendant and to see to it that she is kindly and even charitably treated. Volunteer 
lawyers of both sexes frequently appear^ In spite of all this, ^ross misrepresenta- 
tions of the object of the Court and the manner in which justice is dispensed there 
are from time to time made by people whom we have every reason to believe are not 
at all disinterested and simply want to exploit themselves at the expense of these 
unfortunate women. This does not aply to the great body of kind-hearted, generous, 
and justice-loving women who attend this Court looking after the interests of the 
defendants. If any citizen wants to know the facts concerning this Court and he 
or she will write to me asking practical and sensible questions, I will be glad to 
answer them. 

Quite a number of good women justly esteemed in the community are unfavorably 
impressed by the manner in which the defendants are brought into Court by the 
policeman in plain clothes. It shocks their sensibilities that the policeman has to 
dissimulate in order to get sufficient evidence to arrest the woman for soliciting 
or practicing prostitution in tenement houses. In the latter class of cases this dis- 
simulation which is practiced by the police in detecting all kinds of crimes has, of 
course, to be used or the gross outrage of introducing prostitution among our honest 
and decent-living tenement house people could not be frustrated. The easy-living 
and jewel-bedecked strumpet would be a constant temptation and object of envy to 
the mechanic's daughter who lived across the hall from her. The poor working 
girl who has to get up at six and seven in the morning and hurry in all kinds of 
weather to her place of employment might easily grow envious of the lazy parasite 
in the same house who lolls away most of the day in smoking cigarettes and tippling 
before going out to prowl in the night or while waiting for her victims. Now, it 
goes without saying that a policeman in full uniform could not walk in and detect 
a violation of the Tenement House Law. The thing is absurd. It is difficult especially 
with certain classes of houses which are carefully guarded. 

As to the street woman. I make this digression because I have been asked these 
questions by some of our best citizens. In most of the cases the policeman does 
not encourage the woman; he merely spies upon her. All the cases are practically 
of two kinds. In one case the policeman goes on the stand and says that "at 1 :45 
o'clock this morning, at the northwest comer of Blank Street, I saw the defendant. 
She was walking very slowly, looking into windows, speaking to men as they 
passed. I approached her, going in the opposite direction, when she solicited me 
as follows : . . ." The other case : "At 2 A. M. this morning on Seventh Avenue 

10 



Digitized by 



Google 



between Blank and Blank Streets, I saw the defendant. I had her under observa- 
tion during 40 minutes, during which time she did not cover but two blocks. She 
was walking very slowly and stopped three men while I had her under observation. 
The men were going in the opposite direction when she turned and spoke to them. 
The neighborhood is much frequented by soliciting prostitutes at that hour of the 
morning." 

In each of these cases the defendant generally goes on the stand and tells a 
story which is repeated over and over again by defendants and which is unreasonable 
on the face of it. The Magistrate has also to note her appearance, her manners, 
her language, and cross-examines her. In most cases she admits she has no regular 
employment or settled home, has not worked for a long time. Her excuse given 
for being on the street at the time of the arrest is unreasonable and often absurd. 
In more than half the cases the finger prints show she has been previously con- 
victed for the same offense. 

I was two years Police Commissioner and I have been nearly six years in this 
office, and I can say without reservation that I have never known of a single case 
of an honest, decent and virtuous woman being arrested by the police mistakenly 
for street-walking. 

You ask why there is such police activity in this Court in connection with 
such cases. Is it to settle the social evil question? Has it anything to do with that 
question either socially or economically? The answer is NO. The police with the 
cooperation of the Magistrates are simply abating a great public jauisance, if nothing 
else, removing a physical and moral menace of the most alarming character and 
far-reaching evil effects, keeping the streets of New York City at least reasonably 
decent and free from this peril, preventing it from being thrust at men on much- 
traveled avenues and streets at all hours of the night, and day, too, if allowed ; 
preventing pollution of the great masses of the working people who live in tenement 
houses. All this the Night Court for Women does decently, with dignity, propriety, 
humanity, charity, and firmness. I consider it one of the most useful institutions 
in New York. The Magistrates who preside there have a very difficult and delicate 
task and the community is obligated to them for the high-minded, clean-handed, 
and righteous way in which they bear their responsibilities and exercise their 
discretion. 

Many women who are entitled to an answer write or come here and ask me 
why the men who solicit women are not arrested. We get those men as "mashers," 
and the records of this office show that the Magistrates as a body, even when they 
are only first offenders, give them sentences far more severe and out of proportion 
to that dealt to women under similar circumstances. In a clear case of a man insult- 
ing a woman, he is shown no mercy in these Courts. The records will prove that. 
If women could be found to do the same work as policeman do with regard to the 
opposite sex, I have no doubt the Police Commissioner would be glad to employ 
them. Who would think, however, of asking a young girl to go out and subject 
herself to insult day and night as a public official in order to detect these fellows. 
The law last year was amended so as to cover more definitely men. Under certain 
facts in tenement house cases and when acting as touts for particular women or 
agents of bed houses, these men are known to the police as "light houses." 

Domestic Relations CouRiy 

This Court has done wonderfully well, but we expect it in the future to do 
much better. The Magistrates and the present officers are all that could be desired. 
The work requires infinite patience, kind dispositions, and firmness. Magistrates 
Harris, Cornell and Dooley, who preside in these Courts, make their own reports, 
which will be found interesting and instructive. 

/The plans for the future of this Court embrace a separate building entirely 
removed from the other Magistrates' Courts, and built something on the same plan 
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as the Children's Court, only in a smaller degree. Plans have been wrought out by 
friends of the Court connected with the Committee on Criminal Courts of the 
Charity Organization Society which I think will enable me to say that within a short 
time it will be located in a building of its own near to the Children's Court. This 
also will be of immense advantage. Sometimes the same family is represented in 
both Courts, and it will also concentrate the energies of the Charity and Correction 
Departments at one given centre in dealing with the problems that both of these 
Courts present. In connection with that, the new organization of the Probation 
system, under a Chief Probation Officer to be selected after competition by the 
Municipal Civil Service Commission, and two Assistant-Chief Probation Officers, 
will admit of strengthening and increasing the efficiency of this work, especially in 
the Domestic Relations Court. 

I wish I could appeal to the kind-hearted, disinterested and charitably disposed 
women who take an interest in social betterment and civic welfare on behalf of this 
Court. I told you a few lines back how many organizations and individuals look 
after the convicted prostitute in the Night Court for Women. I appeal now to the 
women of New York, organized or individual, to give some attention to the heart- 
breaking cases that so frequently turn up in the Domestic Relations Court. 

Only the other night there came to this office about seven o'clock a poor woman 
with two very attractive children about nine and ten years of age respectively. She 
had been wandering all over the City on a bitter winter day looking for the pittance 
of $6.00 a week which her husband was to pay her. She and her two children had 
slept the night before among the flotsam and jetsam of the Municipal Lodging 
House, and she wept bitterly at the thought of having to return there. She had to 
support herself and these two children on six dollars a week and what little she 
could earn herself. They were literally and absolutely homeless and confronted 
with being on the street on a bitterly tempestuous night and before they could 
collect their little pittance in the morning. The generous and kind-hearted woman 
in charge of St. Barnabas Home, adjoining this office, was only too glad of having 
the opportunity of temporarily taking care of them. 

Now, the point that I am trying to make is this: If this woman had been a 
convicted prostitute instead of a hard-working Finnish woman whose hands were 
scarred with toil and whose two little boys barely spoke English and had honesty 
and good-nature written all over their faces, there were several agencies I could 
have called on at once to take care of her. I know of no single organization or 
individual in the whole of New York to whom I could appeal for this sort of case. 
For some reason or other the same people are not attracted to the Domestic Relations 
Court as to the other Court. Now why should not a woman who is still struggling in 
the ranks of decency and virtue have as many friends as the woman who has fallen 
out of the ranks and joined the vicious in the easier way to get a living. I could 
duplicate these cases over and over again — possibly in the course of a year a 
hundred times. I am not criticising those who are helping erring girls to regain the 
path of virtue and decency, leading her back from idleness and dissipation to honest 
industry, far from it, but I am asking why philanthropy, charity, and humanity should 
forget the outraged and deserted wife and helpless little children. I am not suggest- 
ing just bare charity for them, most of these women cannot support themselves 
and children on the little allowance made from their husband's wages — and what 
they are looking for is employment, means of self-support. Sometimes opportunity 
for the children. In one case the woman had four children and was asked to live 
on eight dollars a week. She was a woman of education and good-breeding, a 
member of an old family in one of our States. She sent two other children back to 
her father, who was a very old man and of little or no means, and he was taking 
care of them. The other two children came under the ban of the Board of Educa- 
tion because they were not registered in the Public Schools. It turned out that she 
was very fortunate in finding they could go to a school maintained by an association 
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of actors, where they got an education up to the public school standard, and, in 
addition, a warm meal in the middle of the day, and when the Christmas Season 
came around she said to me it would have broken her heart if it had not been that 
these children were remembered by the generous people connected with the theatrical 
profession. There was an inclination at once to criticise her for letting her children 
go to such a school because it so happens that sometimes these children are made 
part of a scenario for the moving pictures, which gives them a little outing and 
exercise and is, in my opinion, good for them. If she had not found this school 
she would not have been able to send them to the public schools at all, because the 
children would have been practically without food most of the day. 

Let no one understand that I am in anywise criticising the Magistrates or the 
Officers of the Domestic Relations Court in these cases— quite the contrary. They 
perform very difficult duties requiring infinite patience and good judgment with 
marked ability and benefit to the community. The Magistrate has before him all 
the facts as to the earning capacity of the husband. Sometimes in many cases the 
latter is lazy, inefficient, and either is not able to obtain or will not undertake 
continuous employment, so that his income is small. 

The division of the family, of course, is an economic waste and divides the earn- 
ings of the husband, having regard to his own separate support away from the 
family. To this end the officers attached to these Courts who understand their duties 
labor hard to bring about reconciliations. / 

Committees. 

This Board is composed of thirty-nine Magistrates, including the Chief City 
Magistrate. It is therefore larger than some branches of the Legislatures in big 
States. As a large majority of the Magistrates are Residing in Court every day 
up to 4 o'clock, and in Manhattan two Night Courts running every night in the year, 
the Board, therefore, could not meet much before five o'clock in the afternoon, and 
even foregoing the usual dinner-hour, the time for the business before it is greatly 
restricted. On the organization of the consolidated Board it was therefore necessary 
that important standing committees should be appointed. The Law provided that 
the Board itself should appoint one Committee, on Assignments. In addition to this 
the following were provided for: "Employees," "Rules, etc," "Legislation," "Budget 
and Building," "Promotion," "Uniformity of Sentence," "Welfare." 

The larger committees consist of ten members each. 

It speedily developed that the work of these Committees is of the most important 
character. With more or less frequent meetings, subjects of importance that come 
before them can be thoroughly discussed and conclusions arrived at to be presented 
to the Board itself for final action. Under the Law the Committee of Ten on 
"Assignments" is given large powers in itself. I am glad to state that the members 
take deep interest in the committee work, are prompt in their attendance, and that 
their aid in the solution of problems constantly arising has been of the utmost value 
to the Magistrates, the Courts, and the public. It sometimes happens that confer- 
ences are had between representative members of the Executive Branch of the Gov- 
ernment and the Committees, on questions of administrative policy which come be- 
fore these Courts in concrete cases. The title of each committee will at once convey 
the idea as to its sphere of action, with the possible exception of that on "Welfare." 
It not infrequently happens that Magistrates are sued for their official actions on 
purely technical grounds and generally on baseless charges. The members of the 
Board naturally feel, and properly that the Magistrate so sued, harrassed, or unjustly 
treated is entitled to the support of his colleagues. It is pleasant that since the 
re-organization of the Board and up to this time the Committee has never had a meet- 
ting. The names of the members of these Committees will be found in another 
part of this report. 
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Buildings. 

I am engaged in making a very careful and painstaking examination of all the 
Court buildings, especially in the Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens, and Richmond. 
Most of the Courts in all the Greater City, especially in those Boroughs last men- 
tioned, are improperly housed. Later on I will present to the City Authorities a 
statement in detail pointing out defects in the present buildings and, in my opinion, 
what should be done to remedy the present bad conditions. As a general rule, I am 
in favor of the City building and owning the Magistrates* Court Houses, as leased 
buildings are usually unsatisfactory. I am receiving in this connection the aid of civic 
bodies and organizations having the welfare of these Courts and the public interests 
at heart. • They tell me that when the proper time comes they will join in the move- 
ment for better Court Houses. A Magistrates' Court improperly housed, badly located 
in an unsanitary, dilapidated and unsightly building is not in any wise as efficient as it 
should be. A building that looks like a Court House and is clean and orderly has an 
educational effect on the public who have to go there. It bespeaks respect for the 
law and those who administer it. Some of the buildings in the Borough of Brooklyn 
in addition to being unsightly are hard to keep clean, forbidding and vulgar in ap- 
pearance, and have exceedingly bad neighborhood connections. 

Much has been accomplished since 1910 in connection with these Courts. No 
ground has been lost. It is for the people of New York to say whether or not 
these conditions are to continue as against those interests which fattened and throve 
on former conditions and which would gladly return to the same if given an 
opportunity. If the Magistrates do their duty with courage and consistency they 
must make many determined and vicious enemies who will persistently urge the 
Legislature to undo the work already accomplished and check the enforceement of 
the law which makes vice and crime unprofitable. No one can understand so well 
as the Magistrate the full meaning of the saying, "Woe unto you when all men 
speak well of you." 



14 



Digitized by 



Google 



ANNUAL REPORT 



OF 



FRANK OLIVER. 
Chief Clerk of the City Magistrates' Courts of the City of New York, 



TABLE 1 
General Statement of Business of All Courts 



Classification 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Cases Pending January 1, 1915: 
District Courts 


653 

582 


146 
29 


799 
611 


1,235 
205,034 
205.021 

1,248 


175 
31.557 
31,534 

198 




Domestic Relations Courts. . . 


1,410 


New Cases: 
District Courts 


190.842 

7.101 
7,091 


29,343 

1,728 

486 


220,185 

8,829 
7,577 




Special Sessions held by 
Magistrates 




Domestic Relations Courts. . . 


236.591 


Cases Disposed of: 
District Courts 


190,989 

6,911 
7,121 


29.361 220.350 

1,697 8,608 
476 7,597 | 




Special Sessions held by 
Magistrates 




Domestic Relations Courts. . . 


236.555 


Cases Pending, December 31, 
1915: 
District Courts 


506 

190 
552 


128 

31 
39 


634 

221 
591 




Special Sessions held by 
Magistrates 




Domestic Relations Courts. . . 


1,446 
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TABLE 2 

General Classification of Offenses 
Total Disposition of Cases 



Offenses 



Male 



Num- 
ber 



Per 
Cent. 



Female 



Num- 
ber 



Per 
Cent. 



Total 



Num- 
ber 



Per 
Cent. 



Cases Disposed of by Magistrates: 

Corporation Ordinances 

Cruelty to Animals 

Disorderly Conduct 

Intoxication 

Jostling (July-December only) . 

Mashing (July- December only), 

Obstructing Sidewalks (July- 
December only) 

Peddling without License 
(July- December only) 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement House 
Act 

Rowdyism (July-December 
only) 

Sanitary Code (July-Decem- 
ber only) 

Speed Ordinances (July -De- 
cember) 

Vagrancy 

Others 



42,366 

2,700 

47.213 

14,792 

279 

75 

1,059 

4,360 



Cases Disposed of by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of Special 
Sessions 



Total. 



189 

315 

6.427 

6,641 

3,665 

14,126 

6.911 



28.1 
1.8 

31.3 

9.8 

.2 



.7 

2.8 

.1 

.2 

4.3 

4.4 
2.4 
9.3 

4.6 



151.118 



100.0 



2,221 

14 

5,480 

4,795 

11 



44 

160 

2,178 

1,655 

5 

2,293 

59 

883 

3,179 

1,697 



24.674 



9.1 

22.3 
19.5 



.7 
8.8 
6.8 

9.4 



3.6 
12.9 



6.9 



44,587 

2,714 

52,693 

19.587 

290 

75 

1,103 

4,520 

2.178 

1.844 

320 

8,720 

6,700 

4,548 

17,305 



8,608 



100.0 



175,792 



25.4 

1.6 

29.6 

11.2 

.2 



.7 
2.6 
1.3 
1.0 

.3 

4.9 

3.8 
2.7 
9.8 

4.9 



100.0 



Misdemeanors Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Excise Law 

Gambling Law 

Habit Forming Drugs (includ- 
ing Drug Habits) 

Larceny 

Others 

Total 



5,651 

1.196 

228 

2.435 

85 

1.442 

4,899 

13.966 



29.902 



18.9 
3.9 

.8 
8.3 



4.8 
16.6 
46.7 



100.0 



684 

33 

204 

132 

10 

217 

717 

3.016 



5,013 



13.7 

.4 

4.3 

2.8 



4.4 
14.4 
60.0 



100.0 



6.335 

1,229 

432 

2,567 

95 

1.659 

6.616 

16,982 



34,915 



18.2 

3.5 

1.2 

7.4 

.3 

4.7 
16.2 
48.5 



100.0 



Felonies Examined by Magis 
trates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling Law 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 

Total 



3,769 
3,170 

239 
3.687 

176 
1,254 
4.585 



22.3 

18.8 
1.3 

21.8 
1.1 
7.4 

27.3 



16.880 



100.0 



200 
45 
11 

427 
21 
38 

629 



15.3 

3.2 

.7 

31.1 
1.4 
2.6 

45.7 



3.969 
3,215 

250 
4,114 

197 
1.292 
6,214 



1.371 



100.0 



18,251 



21.7 

17.6 
1.4 

22.5 
1.2 
7.1 

28.5 



100.0 
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Table 2 — Continued 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Offenses 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- • Per 
ber Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Summary 

Cases Disposed of by Magis- 
trates and by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of Special 
Sessions 


151,118 
29,902 
16,880 


76.4 
15.1 

8.5 


24,674 79.5 
5,013 j 16.1 
1.371 1 4.4 


175,792 
34,915 
18,251 


76.8 


Misdemeanors Examined by 
Magistrates 

Felonies Examined by Magis- 
trates 


15.2 
8.0 


Total 


197,900 


100.0 


31,058 


100.0 


228.958 


100.0 
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Except as otherwise stated herein, the figures contained in this report are exclusive 
of the Domestic Relations Courts. 

During the period from January 1, 1915, to June 30, 1915, there were disposed of 
in the Boroughs of Manhattan and The Bronx, 3,647 cases of violation of the Speed 
Ordinances, of which number 2,917 were fined, 579 received suspended sentences, 1 was 
sentenced to the City Prison for a definite term and 150 were discharged. In the Boroughs 
of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, 921 cases of this character were disposed of during 
the same period, of which number 901 were convicted and 20 discharged. 

TABLE 3 
Process by Which Defendants Were Brought Into Court 



Process 

Police, No Process 

Police Summons 

Warrants 

Court Summonses 

Total 



Total 



Per Cent. 



122,584 
84,420 
14,212 
15.375 



51.8 

35.7 

6.1 

6.4 



236,591 



100.0 



The above total represents the number of persons against whom complaints were 
actually entertained and heard by the Magistrates and by the Magistrates sitting as 
Courts of Special Sessions, and does not include persons arraigned on Court Summonses 
and against whom no complaint was entertained. 



TABLE 4. 
Court Summonses Issued 



Number retiuiiable from previous year 

Number issued during 1915 

Total 



285 
37.478 



37,763 



TABLE 5 
Action on Court Summonses 



Number retiuned in 1915 '. 

Nimiber not returned. Warrants issued 

Number not returned. Complainant and Defendant not appearing 

Number returnable in 1916 

Total 



23,146 
814 

13,492 
311 



37,763 



TABLE 6 
Warrants Issued 



Number retimiable from previous year 

Number issued during 1915 

Total 

TABLE 7 
Action on Warrants 

Nimiber executed in 1915 

Number unexecuted, December 31, 1915 
Total 



825 
13.414 



14,239 



10.984 
3,255 



14,239 
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TABLE 13 

Ages of All Persons Convicted or Held for Trial 

(January 1, 1916, to June 30, 1916) 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Ages 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 

Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Between 16 and 20 


9.686 
27,677 
18.735 
15,649 


13.4 
38.7 
26.2 
21.7 


667 
3,141 
3.384 
2,897 


6.4 
31.3 
33.6 

28.7 


10.263 
30.818 
22.119 
18.446 


12.5 


Between 20 and 30 


37.7 


Between 30 and 40 


27.2 


Over 40 


22.6 






Total 


71,647 


100.0 


10,089 


100.0 


81,636 


100.0 







Ages of All Persons Arraigned 
Quly 1, 1915, to December 31, 1916) 





Corp'ns 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Ages 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Nimi- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Between 16 and 20.. 
Between 21 and 25.. 
Between 26 and 36.. 
Between 36 and 49.. 

60 and Over 

Corporations 


'873 


**i66 


14.694 
22.221 
34.164 
24.818 
9,901 


13.8 
21.1 
32.3 
23.6 
9.3 


1,136 
2,069 
6,024 
6.848 
2,080 


6.6 
12.0 
35.1 
34.2 
12.1 


16,729 
24.290 
40.188 
30.666 
11.981 
873 


12.8 
19.8 
32.6 
24.3 
9.8 
.8 


Total 


873 


100.0 


105.698 


100.0 


17,166 


100.0 


123,727 


100.0 
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TABLE 14 

Color of All Persons Convicted or Held for Trial 

(January 1, 1916, to June 30, 1915) 





Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 




Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


White 


69,644 

1,884 
19 


97.3 

2.7 


9,141 1 90.6 
948 9.4 


78,785 

2,832 

19 


96.5 


Black 


3.5 


Yellow 






Total 










71,547 


100.0 


10,089 


100.0 


81,636 


100.0 









Color of All Persons Arraigned 
(July 1, 1915, to December 31, 1915) 





Corp'ns 


Male 1 


Female 


Total 


Color 


Num- 
ber 


Per 

Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


1 
Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


White 




ioo 


102,612 

2,866 

220 


80.4 

18.3 

1.3 


16,044 

1,107 

5 


93.5 
6.5 


118,656 

3,973 

225 

873 


95.8 


Black 




3.2 


Yellow 




.2 


Corporations 


873 


.8 


Total 


873 


100 


105,698 


100.0 


17.156 


100.0 


123,727 


100.0 
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TABLE 16 

Nativity of All Persons Convicted or Held for Trial 

(January 1, 1916, to June 30, 1916) 



Countries 


Manhattan and 
Bronx 


Brooklyn, Queens 
AND Richmond 


Total 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


United States 


26.669 

3,922 

2,949 

762 

267 

292 

6,388 

7,860 

6,990 


46.6 

7.1 

6.4 

1.3 

.6 

.6 

11.6 

14.3 

12.7 


13,909 

1,207 

1,334 

293 

87 

87 

3.354 

4.643 

1,723 


52.2 

4.6 

6.0 

1.2 

.3 

.3 

12.6 

17.6 

6.4 


39.478 

6.129 

4,283 

1,066 

364 

379 

9.742 

12.603 

8.713 


48 2 


THflnrI 


6 2 


Oi^nriany. . , . 


6 2 


England 


1 8 


fV^tland 


4 


France 


4 


Italy 


11 8 


Hu*«;ia 


16 3 


Other Countries 


10 7 






Total 

=-: — r: : 


64,999 


100.0 


26.637 


100.0 


81.636 


100.0 



Nativity of All Persons Arraigned 
(August 1, 1916, to December 31, 1916) 





Male 


-. — 
Female 


= 

Total 


Countries 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Num- 
ber 


Per 
Cent. 


Naiive Bom — Nalive Parents: 
White 


29.929 

1.964 

32 

274 

2,861 

2,089 

83 

1,659 

2,045 

438 

33 

223 

1,136 

3,722 

3,842 

911 

10,696 

17,017 

4,823 

482 

4,246 


33.9 
2.3 

.4 
3.3 
2.4 

'*i'.8 

2.4 
.5 

••.3 

1.4 

4.3 

4.4 

.2 

12.2 

19.3 

5.5 

.6 

4.8 


4,095 

859 

3 

47 
644 
223 

13 
107 
154 

53 
5 

42 

312 
1,660 

685 

169 
1,371 
3,048 

787 
63 

289 


28.3 
5.9 

.4 
3.7 
1.5 

.1 

.8 
1.1 

.4 

" ".3 

2.2 

11.4 

4.7 

1.2 

9.4 

20.9 

5.4 

.4 

1.9 


34,024 

2,823 

35 

321 

3,405 

2,312 

96 

1,666 

2,199 

491 

38 

265 

1,448 

5,382 

4.527 

1,080 

12,067 

20.065 

5,610 

545 

4.535 


33.2 


Black 


2.8 


Yellow 




Native Born — Foreign Parents: 

England, Scotland, Wales 

Ireland 


.3 
3.3 


Germany 


2.2 


Scandinavian Countries 




Italy 

Russia 

Austria 

Balkan Peninsula 


1.6 

2.2 

.5 


All Others 


.3 


Foreign Born — Foreign Parents: 

England, Scotland. Wales 

Ireland 


1.4 
5.3 


Germany 


4.4 


Scandinavian Countries 


1.0 


Italy 


11.7 


Russia 


19.5 


Austria 


5.4 


Balkan Peninsula 


.5 


All Others 


4.4 






Total 


88,405 


100.0 


14,529 


100.0 


1 102,934 


100.0 



(Note: — No record of Nativity maintained from July 1, 1915. to July 31, 1915.) 
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Good 
Shepherd 
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July to December: 

Disorderly Con- 
duct 

Intoxication 

Jostling 

Prostitution, So- 
liciting and Loi- 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing report contains, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, a correct statement of the amount and kind of business transacted 
in the City Magistrates* Courts of the City of New York during the year ending December 

31. 1916. 

FRANK OLIVER, 

Chief Clerk. 
Sworn to before me this 

16th day of June, 1916. 

Alfred A. Hart, 

Notary Public, 

N. Y. County. 
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The arraignments in the various Magistrates* Courts diuing the past five years were 
as follows: — 



Courts 



1911 



1912 



1913 



1914 



1915 



1st Manhattan 

2d Manhattan 

3d Manhattan 

4th Manhattan 

5th Manhattan 

6th Bronx 

7th Manhattan 

8th Bronx 

9th Manhattan (Women's Night Court) 
10th Manhattan (Men's Night Court) . . . 
11th Manhattan (Domestic Relations) . . . 

12th Manhattan 

13th Bronx (Domestic Relations) 

Domestic Relations, Brooklyn 

1st Brooklyn 

2d Brooklyn 

5th Brooklyn 

6th Brooklyn 

7th Brooklyn 

8th Brooklyn 

9th Brooklyn 

10th Brooklyn 

1st Queens 

2d Queens 

3d Queens 

4th Queens 

1st Richmond 

2d Richmond 



9,934 
13,623 
10,044 
11,079 
13,006 

5,906 

12.816 

867 

7,756 
21.250 

3.883 



10,415 
13,142 
16.369 
11,405 
19,299 

7.816 

15.467 

996 

6,495 
24.226 

3,898 



11,671 
14,218 
23,427 

6,764^ 
22.963 

9.757 
18,130 

1,295 

6,134 
20,992 

3,460 



13,237 
15,007 
19,170 
18,047 
19,735 

9,140 
14,950 

3,996 

6,506 
21,364 

3,924 

"765 
3,187 
5,978 
7,817 

11,611 
9,479 
6,155 
3,446 
5.399 
6,888 
3,696 
3,262 
663 
3,566 
1,605 
1.739 



15,292 

17,136 

13,589 

20,502 

19,521 

8,877 

15,427 

6,860 

6,937 

23,780 

3,233t 

2,006t 

865 
2,488 
8,503 
5,731 
14,469 
9,342 
6,993 
4,376 
6,964 
8,923 
2,805 
2,387 
600 
5.094 
1,888 
2,003 



♦From January 1, 1913, to June 30, 1913, the Fourth District Court, Manhattan, 
was closed for repairs and renovation, and reopened on the 1st day of July, 1913. This 
accounts for the comparatively small number of arraignments in that Court during the 
year 1913. 

t 991 cases of Violation of Compulsory Education Law not included in this total. 

JThe Twelfth District Court. Manhattan, was created November 1, 1915. The 
nimiber of arraignments credited to said Court on the foregoing table is for the period 
from November 1, 1915, to December 31, 1915, only. 



TABLES SHOWING COMPARATIVE WORK OF THE INDIVIDUAL MAGIS- 
TRATES IN SUMMARY JURISDICTION CASES 

(Note. — The work of the individual Magistrates regularly sitting in the Boroughs 
of Manhattan and The Bronx is shown for the entire year. That of the individual Magis- 
trates regularly sitting in the Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, is shown 
for the period from August 5, 1915, to December 31. 1915. All cases tried by the latter 
when temporarily assigned to Courts in Manhattan and The Bronx are shown for the 
entire vear.) 
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The foregoing table does not include offenses cognizable by the Domestic Relations 
Courts, Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, from January 1, 1916, to June 30, 1916, 
nor in the Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, from January 1, 1916, to 
August 4. 1915. 
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WOMEN'S NIGHT COURT 



TABLE 26 

Tenement House Prostitution 

Percentage Discharged 



Magistrates 


Total 
Dispositions 


Discharged or 
Dismissed 


Convicted 




Total 


Per cent. 


Total 


Per cent. 


Total 


Per cent. 


Barlow 


443 
145 
133 
313 
514 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


64 
24 
18 
55 

47 


14.4 
16.5 
13.5 
17.6 
9.1 


379 
121 
115 
258 
467 


85 6 


Frotliingbam 


83.5 


Norman J. Marsh 

Murohv 


86.5 
82.4 


All Others 


90.9 






Total 


1.548 


100.0 


208 


13.4 


1,340 


86 6 







TABLE 27 
Soliciting and Loitering 
Percentage Discharged 



Magistrates 


Total 
Dispositions 


Discharged or 
Dismissed 


Convicted 




Total 


Per cent. 


Total 


Per cent. 


Total 


Per cent. 


Barlow 


546 
259 
279 
348 
548 


100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 


72 
20 
35 
70 
70 


13.2 
7.7 
12.5 
20.1 
12.8 


474 
239 
244 

278 
478 


86.8 


Frnthingham 


92.3 


Norman J. Marsh 

Murphy 


87.5 
79.9 


AU Others 


87.2 






Total 


1.980 


100.0 


267 


13.5 


1.713 


86.5 
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Table Showing Number of Cases Disposed of by Each Magistrate in the Boroughs 
OF Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, from January 1, 1915, to June 30, 1916, 
Inclusive, Except Cases Tried in the Domestic Relations Court. 





Felony Misdemeanor 


Summary 
Hearing 


Total 


Magistrate 


Dis- 
charged 


XT , . i Dis- 
"^^"^ .charged 


Held 


Dis- 
charged 


Con- 
victed 


Dis- 
charged 


Held or 
Con- 
victed 


James J. Conway 

Charles J. Dodd.;... 

Edward J. Dooley 

Joseph Fitch 

George H. FolweU.... 
Alex. H. Geismar. . . . 
Joseph B. Handy. . . . 

John A. Leach 

Nathaniel Marsh 

John C. McGuire 

Harry Miller 

Howard P. Nash 

John Naumer 

Louis H. Reynolds . . . 

Alfred E. Steers 

A. V. B. Voorhees. . . . 

John J. Walsh 

George J. O'Keefe 
(Special Sessions) . . 


26 

138 

3 

35 

100 

130 

18 

17 

20 

66 

40 

148 

74 

83 

112 

99 

77 


44 

227 

3 

54 
133 

i5cr 

28 

50 

26 

136 

75 

201 

140 

133 

200 

140 

123 


55 

302 

4 

104 

257 

189 

55 

59 

67 

113 

115 

231 

201 

182 

232 

199 

163 


92 
428 
6 
120 
297 
355 
80 
98 
143 
241 
128 
402 
359 
280 
361 
282 
208 

1 


130 
318 

12 
257 
292 
354 
112 
141 

69 
224 
152 
336 
340 
235 
283 
279 
379 


756 

2,270 

201 

815 

2,065 

1,443 

387 

597 

271 

1,270 

1,078 

1,631 

1,858 

1,399 

2,170 

1,456 

1,226 




211 
758 
19 
396 
649 
673 
185 
217 
156 
403 
307 
715 
615 
500 
627 
577 
619 


892 

2,925 

210 

989 

2,495 

1,948 

495 

745 

440 

1,647 

1,281 

2,234 

2,357 

1,812 

2,731 

1,878 

1,557 

1 


Total 


1,186 


1,863 


2,528 


3,881 


3,913 


20,893 


7,627 


26,637 
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Total Amount of Fines Collected During the Year 1915 at the Various City 
OR* District Prisons and County Jails After Commit- 
ment BY Magistrates 

Manhattan $37,252.50 

Bronx 4,125.00 

$41,377.50 

Brooklyn $4,205.00 

Queens 1,040.00 

Richmond 273 .00 

$5,518.00 

Total $46,895.50 



WORK OF DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURTS 

DOMESTIC relations COURT, BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN. 
FOR THE YEAR 1915. 

The total number of arraignments in the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of 
Manhattan during the year 1915, exclusive of Compulsoiy Education Law cases was 
3.233, divided as follows: 

On Courts Summonses- 
Male 1,741 

Female 49 

On Warrants — 

Male 1.440 

Female 3 

Of the number arraigned on Court Summonses for abandonment and non-sup- 
port there were directions made by the Court for support in 487 cases ; there were dis- 
charged 902, and there were 109 cases pending at the close of the year. 

Of the number arraigned on Court Summonses for violation of Section 683 of 
the Greater New York Charter (non-support of children and poor relatives) there 
were directions made by the Court for support in 179 cases; there were 96 dis- 
charged, and at the close of the year there were 17 such cases pending. 

Of the number arraigned on Warrants for abandonment and non-support, orders 
were made directing pa>Tnent in 900 cases; there were 309 discharged, and at the 
close of the year there were 61 such cases pending. 

Of the number arraigned on Warrants for non-support of children and poor 
relatives there were orders directing payment in 166 cases ; there were 4 discharged, 
and at the close of the year there were three cases pending. 

There were 276 persons committed to the Workhouse in default of giving bond 
to comply with directions made by the Magistrates in this Court ; 39 persons furnished 
bond to comply with the directions of the Court and 743 persons were placed on pro- 
bation, conditioned that they comply with the order of the Court. Of those placed 
on probation, 740 were males and 3 were females ; 708 of these persons were placed 
on probation immediately after trial and 35 after they had been committed to the 
Workhouse. 

Of those committed to the Workhouse on failure to furnish bond after convic- 
tion under Section 685 of the Greater New York Charter (abandonment and non- 
support) 36 were unconditionally released before the expiration of the six months 
sentence, in every case at the request of the wife of the defendant. 

There were 35 persojis released on probation after having been committed to the 
Workhouse. 

The orders made by the Courts were modified in 8 cases. 
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Probation was revoked in 72 cases and the defendants committed to the Work- 
house in default of giving bond. 

From the figures above given it will be seen that of the 743 persons placed on 
probation after conviction the Magistrates found it necessary in only 12 cases to 
revoke the original order placing the defendants on probation, so that 671 defendants 
availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by probation to support their fam- 
ilies or contribute to the support of poor relatives. 

The nativity of all persons convicted in this Court during the year 1915 for 
abandonment and non-support of wives was as follows : 



Austria 93 

Canada 2 

England 13 

France 4 

Germany 37 

Hungary 32 

Ireland 55 

Italy n 

Russia 214 

United States 370 

All other countries 65 



DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, BOROUGH OF THE BRONX, 
FOR THE YEAR 1915. 

The total number of arraignments in the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of 
Bronx, during the year 1915, exclusive of Compulsory Education Law cases was 793, 
divided as follows: 

On Court Summonses — 

Male 509 

Female 6 

On Warrants — 

Male 278 

Female 

Of the number arraigned on Court Summonses for abandonment and non-sup- 
port there were directions made by the Court for support in 154 cases; there were 
discharged 214, and there were 14 cases pending at the close of the year. 

Of the number arraigned on Court Summonses for violation of Section 683 of the 
Greater New York Charter (non-support of children and poor relatives) there were 
directions made by the Court for support in 67 cases; there were 58 discharged and 
at the close of the year there were 8 such cases pending. 

Of the number arraigned on Warrants for abandonment and non-support, orders 
were made directing payment in 190 cases; there were 42 discharged and at the 
close of the year there were 5 such cases pending. 

Of the number arraigned on Warrants for non-support of children and poor rela- 
tives there were orders directing payment in 39 cases ; there was 1 discharged, and at 
the close of the year there was 1 case pending. 

There were 36 persons committed to the Workhouse in default of giving bond to 
comply with directions made by the Magistrates in this Court; 35 persons furnished 
bond to comply with the directions of the Court, and 158 were placed on probation, 
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conditioned that they comply with the order of the Court. Of those placed on pro- 
bation, all were males ; 153 of these persons were placed on probation immediately after 
trial, and 5 after they had been committed to the Workhouse. 

Of those committed to the Workhouse on failure to furnish bond after conviction 
under Section 685 of the Greater New York Charter (abandonment and non-sup- 
port) 8 were unconditionally released before the expiration of the six months' 
sentence, in every case at the request of the wife of the defendant. Under Section 
633 thereof, 2 such persons were so unconditionally released. 

There were 5 persons released on probation after having been committed to the 
Workhouse. 

The orders made by the Court were modified in 5 cases. 

Probation was revoked in 24 cases, and the defendants committed to the Work- 
house in default of giving bond. 

From the figures above given it will be seen that of the 158 persons placed on 
probation after conviction the Magistrates found it necessary in only 24 cases to re- 
voke the original order placing the defendants on probation, so that 134 defendants 
availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by probation to support their fam- 
ilies or contribute to the support of poor relatives. 

The nativity of all persons arraigned in this Court during the year 1915 for 
abandonment and non-support of wives was as follows: 

Austria 26 

England 22 

France 5 

Germany 51 

Hungary 15 

Ireland 36 

Italy 46 

Russia 74 

United States 322 

All other countries 22 



ToT.\L Amount of Monies Collected and Disbursed by the Department of Public 

Charities in the Domestic Relations Courts, Boroughs 

OF Manhattan and The Bronx 

receipts 



Agreements 



Bonds 



Probation 



Bastardy 



January $12,346.38 

February I 13,905 .03 

March 14,703.38 

April I 14,032.73 

May 13.676.73 

June 15,096.03 

July , 13,539.68 

August 15,157.33 

September 14,664.98 

October 15.814.98 

November 14,963 .77 

December 15,366.38 

Total $173,267.40 



$3,764.00 
3,315.00 
3.916.50 
3.854.20 
3,592.47 
4,873.50 

. 3,766.13 
2,511.75 
4,380.50 
3,225.00 
2,737.46 
3,952.75 



$43,889.26 



$2,932.69 
2,938.00 
4,012.00 
3,949.50 
4,057.65 
4,756.50 
4,305.75 
4,517.25 
4,227.00 
4,596.20 
5,146.50 
4.848.85 



$2,925.66 
3,746.91 
2,276.91 
4,546.41 
3,109.41 
4,556.66 
3,448.61 
3,249.16 
3,667.66 
2,793.66 
4,279.91 
4,322.16 



$50,287.89 



$42,923.12 
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DISBURSEMENTS 



Agreements 



Bonds 



Probation 



Bastardy 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 



$12,561.88 
12,465.68 
13,679.13 
14,048.66 
13,592.23 
14,957.53 
13,305.38 
15,131.58 
14,644.75 
15,234.23 
14,923.77 
15,379.38 



$169,^24.10 



$3,100.00 
3,200.50 
4,316.25 
3,466.20 
3,176.47 
3,817.50 
3,937.78 
3,562.00 
3,503.00 
3,899.50 
3,517.21 
4,444.85 



$2,931.69 
2,926.50 
3,924.50 
3,943.50 
3,965.65 
4,704.50 
4,347.75 
4,526.00 
4,361.50 
4.606.70 
5,099.00 
4,849.35 



$43,941.26 



$50,186.64 



$2,619.31 
2,190.41 
2,720.41 
3,135.41 
3,015.16 
2,517.16 
3,435.11 
3,381.16 
3,009.91 
3,080.66 
3,217.66 
4,433.26 



$36,755.62 



DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, 
FOR THE YEAR 1915. 

The total number of arraignments in the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of 
Brookl3m, during the year 1915, exclusive of Compulsory Education Law cases, 
was 2,118, divided as follows: 

On Court Summonses — 

Male 787 

Female 

On Warrants — 

Male 1,326 

Female 1 

(In addition to the above 4 males were arrested without process.) 

Of the number arraigned for abandonment and non-support there were direc- 
tions made by the Court for support in 1,333 cases; there were discharged 796, and 
there were 268 cases pending at the close of the year. 

Of the number arraigned for non-support of children and poor relatives there 
were orders directing payment in 7 cases ; there were 9 discharged, and at the close 
of the year there were 15 cases pending. 

There were 82 persons committed to the Workhouse in default of giving bond 
to comply with the directions made by the Magistrates in this Court; 29 persons 
furnished bond to comply with the directions of the Court and 236 persons were 
placed on probation, conditioned that they comply with the order of the Court. 
Of those placed on probation, all were males; 198 of these persons were placed 
on probation immediately after trial, and 38 after they had been committed to the 
Workhouse. 

Of those committed to the Workhouse on failure to furnish bond after convic- 
tion under Section 685 of the Greater New York Charter (abandonment and non- 
support) 13 were unconditionally released before the expiration of the six months' 
sentence, in every case at the request of the wife of the defendant. 

There were 38 persons released on probation after having been committed to 
the Workhouse. 

Orders made by the Court were modified in 4 cases. 

Probation was revoked in 58 cases and the defendants committed to the Work- 
house in default of giving bond. 
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From the figures above given it will be seen that of the 236 t)ersons placed 
on probation after conviction the Magistrates found it necessary in only 58 cases 
to revoke the original order placing the defendants on probation, so that 178 defendants 
availed themselves of the opportunity afforded by probation to support their families 
or contribute to the support of poor relatives. 

The nativity of all persons convicted in this Court during the year 1915 for 
abandonment and non-support of wives was as follows: 

Austria 15 

England 8 

Germany 16 

Ireland 14 

Italy 20 

Russia 54 

United States 205 

All other countries 13 



SUMMARY OF WORK OF WOMEN'S NIGHT COURT, COMPILED 
FROM FINGER PRINT RECORDS. 



Since July 1, 1913, trials of all women charged with violating any of the laws 
relating to prostitution, in the Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, have been 
held in the Women's Night Court. 

Table showing the total number of convictions at the Ninth District (Night) 
Court, of women charged with various forms of prostitution: 

Convicted of Soliciting and Loitering 1,713 

Convicted of Violation of the Tenement House Act .* 1,340 



3,053 

During the year 1915, of the total number of females convicted of prostitution, 
3,053, only 1,388 were first offenders; 634 of these being for Soliciting and Loitering 
and 754 for Violation of the Tenement House Act. The balance 1,665 were old 
offenders, or repeaters, 1,079 being for Soliciting and Loitering and 586 for Violation 
of the Tenement House Act. They were divided according to times convicted, as fol- 
lows: 

Last Conviction Being For 



Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv 
Conv: 
Conv 



Sol. and Vag. 

Loiter'g T.H.Act 

icted on 1 previous occasion 333 245 

cted on 2 previous occasions 191 95 

cted on 3 previous occasions 125 83 

cted on 4 previous occasions 100 52 

cted on 5 previous occasions 86 24 

cted on 6 previous occasions 61 29 

cted on 7 previous occasions ^ 45 21 

cted on 8 previous occasions 36 14 

cted on 9 previous occasions 35 7 

cted on 10 previous occasions 20 8 

cted on 1 1 previous occasions 17 1 

cted on 12 previous occasions 14 4 

Icted on 13 previous occasions 10 3 

icted on 14 previous occasions 6 — 
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The following sentences were imposed: 

Soliciting and Vag. 

Loitering. T. H. Act. 

1,180 Workhouse 1,143 

332 Probation 2 

75 House of Good Shepherd. 87 

23 Bedford Reformatory 12 

32 Magdalen Home 54 

17 House of Mercy 38 

53 Sentence Suspended 3 

— Transferred to Children's Court. . . 1 

1 Escaped — 

The following table shows the number of convictions of prostitutes during each 
month of the year 1915 : 

Soliciting and Vag. 

Loitering. T. H. Act. 

118 January 170 

129 February 162 

141 March 149 

160 April 110 

110 May 124 

194 June 124 

179 July 108 

148 August 79 

144 September 75 

140 October 92 

131 November 76 

119 December : 71 



1,713 ...s Total 1,340 

The work of the Finger-Print Bureau in the Borough of Manhattan during 
the year 1915 shows that of the 19,813 persons orderel finger-printe 1 in the Boroughs 
of Manhattan and the Bronx, 9,119, or 46 per cent., had previously been recorded and 
in these cases records were furnished to the Magistrates showing from one to 
twenty-one previous convictions. 

In the 10,157 intoxication cases, 4,466, or 44 per cent., were old offenders, an in- 
crease over 1914, when 33 per cent, of the cases were repeaters. 

Of the 2,734 vagrancy cases, 1,295, or 47 per cent, were old cases, an increase 
over 1914, when 31 per cent, were repeaters. 

In disorderly conduct cases, where convictions were had for soliciting alms, an- 
no3ring women, etc., 2,782 persons were ordered finger-printed and 1,440, or 52 per 
cent., were old cases. 

467 persons were convicted of disorderly conduct (jostling, pickpockets) of whom 
123, or 26 per cent., had previous records. 

In cases of prostitution (soliciting and loitering) and vagrancy (Tenement House 
Act), of the 3,053 persons finger printed, 1,665, or 55 per cent, were old offenders. 
During 1914, 51 per cent, were old cases. 

Of all the male cases, 37 per cent, were finger-printed more than once, while of 
all the female cases, 62 per cent had previous records. 

• The work of the Finger-Print Bureau in the Borough of Brookl3m during the 
year 1915 shows that of 9,778 persons ordered finger-printed in the Boroughs of 
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Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, 2,997, or 31 per cent., had previously been recorded 
and in these cases records were furnished to the Magistrates showing from one to 
sixteen previous convictions. 

In the 8,110 intoxication cases, 2,450, or 30 per cent., were old oflFenders, an in- 
crease over 1914, when 14 per cent, of the cases were repeaters. 

Of the 1,289 vagrancy cases, 433, or 34 per cent., were old cases, an increase over 
1914, when 16 per cent, were repeaters. 

In disorderly person cases, 19 were ordered finger-printed. None were old 
cases. 

In cases of prostitution (soliciting and loitering) and vagrancy (Tenement 
House Act), of the 360 persons finger-printed, 114, or 32 per cent, were old offenders. 
During 1914, 34 per cent, were old cases. 

FINGER PRINT BUREAU. 
Report of Alfred A. Hart, Supervisor. 

In one of the City Magistrates* Courts in the Borough of Manhattan, the other 
day, a man was arraigned, convicted and then ordered finger-printed. Smiles ap- 
peared upon the faces of many present when the last order was given, for the pris- 
oner had both arms amputated above the elbows, but strange to say, when the man 
was re-arraigned before the Magistrate for sentence, the affidavit had a record blank 
attached to it showing that the man had on two previous occasions been convicted of 
the same offense in the Borough of Brooklyn. 

To the uninitiated this seemed remarkable, not only the production of the rec- 
ord, but the short space of time taken to obtain it. 

In order to enlighten those persons who may have no knowledge of the finger- 
print method of identification, or the system as used in the City Magistrates' Courts 
of the City of New York, I will describe briefly the finger-print system and how this 
information can so readily be presented: 

Finger-prints were first made of practical value by Sir Edward Henry, the 
present head of the Metropolitan Police Force of London, England, who formulated 
a system of classification which is at present in use in most of the countries of the 
world and which is the foundation of most of the other systems in use. 

The ridges which cover the inner surface of the hands and the soles of the 
feet, form themselves into patterns on the first phalange of the fingers. These pat- 
terns, through investigation by Sir Francis Galton were proven to persist during 
the entire existence of the ridges, which is from the sixth month of the embryonic 
period until decomposition sets in after death. 

These patterns are divided into four general types : — Loop, arch, whorl and com- 
posite. The system is built on an elimination method. The first step or primary 
classification, places the print in one of ten hundred and twenty-four groups. The 
ten hundred and twenty-four divisions were obtained by considering the loops and 
arches together in one group, and the whorls and composites in another. 

The ten fingers are divided into five pairs. Four possible combinations could 
be made in each pair, viz., a loop and a loop; a loop and a whorl; a whorl and a 
loop, and a whorl and a whorl. 

Four groups or combinations in one pair would form with four groups in a 
second pair, sixteen variations. With the third pair this number of groups would be 
increased to sixty- four. 

With the fourth pair the number would reach two hundred and fifty-six, and 
when the five pairs were combined, ten hundred and twenty-four groups or varia- 
tions would result. The same result is obtained by giving a numerical weight 
to certain fingers. 

A print when classified, immediately falls into one of these ten hundred and 
twenty- four groups. Each one of these groups or classes, is subdivided into from 
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twenty-four to over four hundred thousand possible combinations, and the sub- 
classification immediately determines into which of these groups the print belongs, 
eliminating all the other groups. 

If this sub-group is too large a further division is made until the actual 
group to be searched is very small. When this final division is reached the print 
is considered for detail in the formation of the ridges. This detail consists of ridge 
terminations, bifurcations, island formations or any peculiarity in the formation of the 
ridges or pattern^ This detail must check up with the print identified and with proper 
care there should never be an error made in identifying a print. 

The Metropolitan Police records of London claim that during the period of 
thirteen (13) years from 1901 to 1914 they made over one hundred and three thou- 
sand (103,000) identifications without an error and in our own Magistrates' Courts 
during the last four years, thirty-one thousand (31,000) identifications have been 
made without an error. 

The identification of the armless man remains to be explained and in doing 
so I will go a little deeper into the system. When a finger is missing from a hand, 
its type is determined by the same finger on the opposite hand, but when both of these 
fingers are missing the fingers are considered as having been of the whorl type, conse- 
quently when all the fingers are missing they are all considered whorls and the man 
is placed in the one group of the ten hundred and twenty- four (1.024) that contain 
all whorls. 

This group is divided into eighty-one (iil) sub-groups, and the missing whorls 
all fall in one of these sub-groups. There are various ways of making the identifica- 
tion then. The print sheet in this sub-group showing no impressions will be marked 
with the man's height, color of his eyes and any scar or mark that might identify 
him. When the fingers only are amputated, an impression of the palm of the hand 
is taken and the peculiarities of the ridges are then compared, while in one of our 
institutions where the men immediately upon admittance are compelled to take a 
bath, it has been possible where a man's arms are amputated, to take the impressions 
of the soles of the feet. 

The City Magistrates' Courts have a system that is without a counterpart 
anywhere in this country, and it is safe to make the assertion anjrwhere in the 
world. It is so arranged that though the courts are very far apart, the same in- 
formation can be obtained in five minutes after a conviction in any court. 

This is done by duplicating the prints through Photography and by filing a 
copy of each print in each court, together with a record of the man. If "A" is con- 
victed in a Magistrates* Court in the Bronx, his finger-prints are photographed and 
distributed to each of the other courts. If he is re-arrested in the Borough of 
Brooklyn his record confronts him upon conviction, and the additional arrest is added 
to his record in every court, and no matter in what court he may appear thereafter 
he will always, upon being finger-printed, be confronted with a complete record 
of his previous convictions, where finger-prints had been made. 

It is the first time that such a system has been used to separate the offenders into 
diflFerent classes before sentence, and its value to the Magistrate is of great im- 
portance as it enables him to discriminate between the hardened offender and the 
person who has for the first time violated the law. In separating the offenders into 
classes it aids probationary work by picking out the "regular" who cannot be aided 
by, any means from the man who may, and it gives a working basis for a uni- 
formity of sentence where there are no special circumstances in a case. 

It is of statistical value because it is accurate and in this information, study can 
be made in certain sociological phases. 

There is a certain amount of feeling against having one's finger impressions 
taken, but if people would realize that there is also a certain amount of protection 
in it, and that it is only harmful to those who have something to conceal, this feel- 
ing would not be so strong. 
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It is usually classed with the Rogues Gallery and the idea is prevalent that any 
one can look in a finger-print file and say: "Why that's Bill Jones/' while the 
truth of the matter is that there are not one hundred in the City of New York who 
could find a print in one of the files and not one of them could say that a print be- 
longed to a certain man unless he takes impressions of that man's fingers and com- 
pares them with the one on file. 

To emphasize this point I will mention a case that happened not long ago. Three 
young fellows who had been arrested for disorderly conduct and finger-printed 
were so disturbed about the matter that they called at the office and tried to have their 
prints removed from the files. After I had explained to them the impossibility of 
anyone being able to find their prints and that the only danger was in their being 
re-arrested, I made the offer to them that they could take their prints away with them 
provided they could find them in the files within a half hour. I had no power to 
make this offer nor to remove the prints, but I knew that it was an impossibility for 
them to find the print and if they did stumble across one with the same name, it 
would probably have been some one else's print. 

The only person who should object to a finger-print record in a court file is the 
man who might be re-arrested and the very presence of this print in the file acts 
many times as a deterrent. 

The banks take finger-prints as a protection to themselves. Corporations who 
employ many illiterate help have their pay rolls signed with a finger impression for 
their own protection, while many of the Foreign Governments, have the bearers' 
finger-print impressions upon the back of their passports. The Civil Service Commis- 
sion uses it as a check upon a man impersonating another at an examination, and I 
think that there should be a bureau in this city where a law abiding citizen could 
file his finger-prints for his own protection. 

There are many cases each year in our hospitals where the person is unable to 
make his identity known. There are many cases of Aphasia in this city each year 
and there are many persons buried in Potter's Field through inability to identify their 
bodies. The person convicted in the Magistrates' Courts is better safeguarded for in 
case of death their bodies could be identified by the Bureau of Unidentified Dead of 
the New York Police Department, through the City Magistrates' Court copies, and 
during the last fifteen years or more bodies have been identified in this way. 

In case of a big disaster such as the San Francisco earthquake or any like 
catastrophe, many persons who would otherwise be simply classed as missing could 
be located through their finger-prints. 

An incident occurred not so long ago that showed its value as a protection. 
A man made application for a license as a chauffeur. He was informed that he had 
been arrested and could not get a license. The police card showed his name, age, 
address and other particulars corresponding to his application, yet the man denied the 
arrest and agreed to be finger-printed to prove that he was not the person arrested. 
His finger-prints were taken at the Chief City Magistrate's Office, and he was not the 
man who was arrested, somebody who knew him having given his name, age, and 
address. 

Figures are usually dry reading, but in order to show the value of this method 
of identification I will give a few of the results in our courts : 

Up to the first day of May, 1916 — 81,755 persons had been finger-printed in the 
City Magistrates' Courts, and in 30,952 cases, or almost 38 per cent, a record of a 
previous conviction was shown and these records contained, from one to twenty-three 
previous convictions. 

Some odd conditions appear from these records. One man was arrested three 
years in succession upon the same day and at no other time. He evidently celebrates 
some anniversary too well. 

In another case two men, on three different occasions , were arrested upon the 
same days, probably a joint celebration, while the two offenders who have been ar- 
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restfed twenty- four times each, are a man and a woman who started their careers just 
a day apart, and who have since been running a race to see who would obtain the 
most marks to their account. 

In 1915 the percentage of old oflFenders or repeaters was 46. The females who 
came back amounted to 62 per cent., while the males totaled ZJ per cent. 

If the majority of our people decide that certain restrictions shall be placed on 
the Statute Books as a law or ordinance, and a person is convicted of the offense after 
a fair trial, a record should be kept of this person, and the record should be a true 
one. 

Many persons do not tell the truth as to their identity even under oath upon 
the witness stand, so that in order to obtain accurate records the finger-print system 
has been resorted to, and its workings in the Magistrates* Courts have justified this 
use. 

In conclusion I will say that many times in the newspapers and in work on 
Police systems, the statements have been made that the Police Departments of the 
various cities should exchange finger-prints and records and some have e\en carried 
it as far as to make the exchange international. 

If the City Magistrates' Courts system was analyzed, it would be seen that just 
such an idea is worked out every day, the District Courts being the different Cities 
or Countries and the Central Office and Photogrph Gallery at 300 Mulberry Street, 
being the Clearing House and engine room for the marchinery of just such a system. 

During the year 1915, the finger-print records of the former First and Second 
Divisions were consolidated under one Bureau and the methods used in the Courts 
of the Boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx were extended to the Courts of the 
Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond. 

It was impossible to place a finger-print expert and filing facilities in each of the 
Courts in the Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond, so this territory was 
divided into, zones, and one Court, fully equipped, was established as headquarters in 
each zone. 

This change of method permitted old offenders to escape without their records 
appearing against them upon their first conviction thereafter, but on a subsequent ar- 
rest the complete record (in all cases where finger-prints were taken) would be 
produced, no matter in which Borough the arrests may have taken place. 

The Finger-Print Bureau has been of great assistance to the Probation Bureaus 
on Preliminary investigations and in detecting re-arrested probationers. It has also 
been of great aid to the Bureau of Unidentified Dead of the Police Department, 
at least fifteen bodies having been identified by means of the records furnished by this 
Bureau. 

The reports this year have been submitted separately, inasmuch as the consoli- 
dation of the Bureaus did not take place until December, 1915, and a better oppor- 
tunity for comparison with previous years could be made. 

Of all the male cases, 28 per cent, were finger-printed more than once, while 
of all the female cases 42 per cent, had previous records. 

Two prints are made in all cases, the extra copy being supplied to the Depart- 
ment of Correction, to accompany the prisoner, thereby preventing any substitution 
or changing of names by prisoners. 

Dated, July 25, 1916. 
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DISORDERLY CONDUCT— DEGENERATES 



Work- 
house 



Fined 



Sent. 
Susp. 



Prob. 



Total 



Appleton . 

Barlow 

Breen 

Corrigan . . 
Cornell . . . 

Cobb 

Deuel 

Herbert... 
House. . . . 

Krotel 

Koenig 

Levy 

Murphy.. 
McQuade . 

Nolan 

Simms 

Ten Eyck 



7 
1 
1 
6 
2 
4 
3 
2 

10 
7 
7 
3 
1 

12 
5 
3 
8 



82 



7 
1 
1 
7 
2 
4 
7 
2 

11 
8 
9 
6 
1 

13 
6 
3 
8 



96 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT— MASHERS 





Work- 
house 


Fined 


Sent. 
Susp. 


Prob. 


Bond 


Total 


Appleton 


5 
1 

.... 

1 

1 


4 

'"2 
3 

"4 


.... 

*i 

"3 

1 

"'2 
2 

1 
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.... 

.... 

.... 
" "3 




9 


Barlow 








1 


Breen 


3 


Corrigan 


3 


Cornell 


1 


Cobb 


2 


Deuel 

Herbert 


6 
1 


House 


13 1 3 


16 


Harris 


"2 
2 
4 

'2 
5 
7 
4 
6 


2 
1 

8 

"5 

"2 
3 


1 
1 

"3 

.... 
4 


1 


Krotel 


5 


Koenig 


3 


Levy 


19 


Murphy 


1 


Marsh 


2 


McQuade 


12 


Nolan 


11 


Simms 


11 


Ten Eyck 


13 








54 


37 


12 


6 


10 
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PROBATION BUREAU, BOROUGHS OF MANHATTAN AND THE BRONX. 
Report of George D. McKay, Acting Chief Probation Officer. 

In presenting to you my annual report on the work of the Probation Bureau 
of the Magistrates' Courts of the Boroughs of Manhattan and Bronx, for 1915, I de- 
sire to lay particular stress upon the necessity of more male probation officers. Dur- 
ing the year there were 597 less, visits made than in 1914, although there were more 
cases on probation, and you can readily see that the work of the Bureau will take 
a step backward unless conditions are remedied, which can only be done this year 
by the Magistrates shortening the probation period in other than non-support cases. 

During 1915 many cases of disorderly conduct were placed on probation for a 
whole year, and if that practice is adhered to during the present year, I am absolutely 
certain that your probation officers will not obtain the same good results as they have 
in the past; for, with the number of non-support cases increasing (118 more during 
1915 than in 1914) and with 182 more of the same cases remaining on probation at the 
end of the year than there were at the end of 1914, it will be impossible for the pro- 
bation officers to devote proper time and attention to their cases. 

If the above suggestion is carried out and the probation term shortened in 
other than non-support cases that will be some relief, but provision for more male 
probation officers should be made for next year. During the year the probation offi- 
cers made 14,642 visits and also 2,796 investigations which was 176 more than in 1914. 

At the beginning of the year there were 958 male and 169 female cases pend- 
ing, a total of 1,127 cases. During the year there were placed on probation 1,591 
males and . 507 females — ^2,098 in all. During the year probation ended in cases 
of 1,416 males and 466 females, leaving 1,133 males and 210 females, a total of 1,343 
cases on probation at the end of the year. 

You can see by the above figures that the male officers are over-burdened with 
work, an average of 170 cases having been handled by each of them during the year; 
and at the end of the year there remained an average of 75 cases per man, which is 
many more than can be properly handled, to say nothing ^of the investigations which 
they are called upon to make in addition to looking after their probation cases. 

Experience has demonstrated to probation officers that- in making the probation 
term, in disorderly conduct cases one year, the probation officer is punished as well as the 
probationer, on account of the added work imposed upon him. Experience has also 
shown us that if good results are to be obtained in disorderly conduct cases, it will 
be accomplished within a few months, except in rare cases, otherwise the probationer 
in many cases would be arraigned for not complying with the conditions of his 
probation. 

In the non-support cases, probation officers are virtually a collection agency, 
for their time in those cases is almost wholly spent in seeing that the amount of 
support, as ordered by the Court, is paid by the probationer. Yet the redeeming 
feature about handling those cases is the possibility of effecting reconciliations, of 
which it is very gratifying to state there were 195 during the year as compared with 
190 in 1914. 

Records at the probation bureau show that those reconciled cases rarely return to 
Court, which tends to show that the probation officers have done their work intelli- 
gently and well. 

Female probation officers at the Women's Night Court have received material 
assistance from the different agencies : — Homes, Associations, Societies and individuals 
that are interested in the reformation of defendants brought into that Court, and 
take this means of expressing their gratitude and heartfelt thanks to them, for with 
their very generous assistance the burdens of the probation officers have been light- 
ened very much. 

For some time past I realized that we had a weak spot in our system and that was 
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in the group reportings, which, although a decided improvement over the system in 
vogue some years ago, was not ahogether all that might be desired, but I am pleased 
to say that we have eradicated that trouble and there can be no further objection to 
the probationers' reportings as conducted at present. 

Dated, January 21, 1916. 



DISORDERLY PERSONS (Non-Support)— MALES 

Color 

White 995 

Black 48 

Total 1.043 



Age 

Under 21 years 15 

Between 21 and 25 years 166 

Between 26 and 30 years 205 

Between 31 and 35 years 226 

Between 36 and 40 years 167 

Between 41 and 45 years 123 

Between 46 and 50 years 77 

Between 51 and 55 years 45 

Between 56 and 60 years 22 

Between 61 and 65 years 7 



1.043 



Nativity 



♦United States 407 

Russia 229 Not citizens 163 

Hungary 141 Not citizens 95 

Italy .• 78 Not citizens 51 

Ireland 61 Not citizens 21 

Germany 44 Not citizens 16 

West Indies 13 Not citizens 11 

England 17 Not citizens 6 

Roumania 20 Not citizens 12 

France 2 Not citizens 1 

All others 31 Not citizens 16 



1,043 392 

* Of foreign parents, 206 

Disposition 

Pending 835 

Finished with improvement 52 

Finished without improvement 8 

Revoked and committed 132 

Absconded 7 

Died 4 

Committed to prison for greater offense 3 

Insane 2 

1,043 

Employed 653 

Own business 92 

Idle 298 

1,043 
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Placed on probation for support of family 890 

Placed on probation for support of parent (Married 60, Single 9) 69 

Placed on probation for support of children in institutions 84 

1,043 

61 per cent, of the above were of foreign birth and of those 
62 per cent, were not citizens. 

Total number placed on probation during 1911 449 

Total number placed on probation during 1912 604 

Total'number placed on probation during 1913 580 

Total number placed on probation during 1914 925 

Investigated by Probation Officers before being placed on probation 18. 

Money collected through Department of Charities $54,515 .35 

Of this amount $1,369.20 was for the support of children in institutions. 
Paid direct to complainants 40,268 .85 

Total paid during year $94,784.20 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT (Breach of Peace)— MALES 

Color 

White 525 

Black 9 



Total 534 

Age 

Under 21 years 195 

Between 21 and'25 years 71 

Between 26 and 30 years 49 

Between 31 and 35 years 45 

Between 36 and 40 years 52 

Between 41 and 45 years 46 

Between 46 and 50 years 36 

Between 51 and 55 ye^rs 18 

Between 56 and 60 years 17 

Between 61 and 65 years 5 



534 



Nativity 

♦United States 352 

Ireland 60 Not citizens 17 Under age 

Russia 19 Not citizens 8 Under age 9 

Hungary 19 Not citizens 4 Under age 7 

Italy 33 Not citizens 13 Under age 10 

Germany 22 Not citizens 6 

England 7 Not citizens 2 Underage 1 

Scotland 3 Not citizens 1 

All others 19 Not citizens 9 

534 60 27 

* Of foreign parents, 207 

Complainant 

Relative 301 

Officer Ill 

Citizen 122 

534 

Social Condition 

Married 250 

Single 283 

Widower 1 

534 
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Disposition 

Pending 295 

Finished with improvement 171 

Finished without improvement 31 

Revoked ; 20 

Absconded 15 

Died 2 

534 

Employed 253 

Idle 263 

Own business 15 

Schoolboy 3 

534 

34 per cent, of the above were of foreign birth; of those 33 per cent, were not 
citizens, and 15 per cent, were too young to be atizens. 

Total nimiber placed on probation during 1911 657 

Total number placed on probation diuing 1912 991 

Total nimiber placed on probation during 1913 579 

Total nimiber placed on probation during 1914 501 

Investigated by Probation Officer before being placed on probation 372 



INTOXICATION— MALES 

Color: White, 5. 

Age Nativity 

20 years 1 United States 2 

27 years 1 Ireland 1 

Between 50 and 55 years 3 England 1 

— Rtissia 1 



Complainant Disposition 

Officer 3 Pending 3 

Relative 2 Finished satisfactorily 2 

5 5 

Investigated by Probation Officers before being placed on probation 4 

Employed 2 SocL/a« Condition 

Idle 2 Married 4 

Own business 1 Single 1 



Total number placed on probation 1911 21 

Total number placed on probation 1912 53 

Total number placed on probation 1913 18 

Total niunber placed on probation 1914 9 



VAGRANCY— MALES 

Color: White, 7. 
Age Nativity 

17 years 1 Of foreign parents 2 United States 6 

23 years 2 Ireland 1 

36 years 2 — 

53 years 1 7 

56 years 1 

7 
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Social Condition Disposition 

Married 4 Finished satisfactorily 4 

Single , 3 Revoked 2 

— Absconded 1 

7 — 

7 
OflScer complainant in all cases. 
Investigated by Probation Officers before being placed on probation, 5 



Nativity and Age 

United States 17 

Austria 22 



PETIT LARCENY 
Color: White, 2. 



Both idle. 
Both single. 



Disposition 

Both investigated. 

Both finished satisfactorily. 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT (Soliciting)— FEMALES 

Color 

White 349 

Black 6 

Total ; . 364 



Age 

Under 21 years 46 

Between 21 and 26 years 163 

Between 26 and 30 years 86 

Between 31 and 36 years 37 

Between 36 and 40 years 19 

Between 41 and 46 years 3 

62 years 1 

364 



Of foreign parents . . 38 



Nativity 

United States 261 

Rtissia 18 

Ireland 3 

Germany 23 

Hungary 13 

France 2 

England 6 

Canada 7 

AH others 31 



Social Condition 

Married 161 

Single 194 

Widow 9 

364 

Employed 34 

Idle 306 

Housewife 14 

364 



364 

Disposition 

Pending 142 

Finished with improvement 177 

Finished without improvement 4 

Revoked 16 

Absconded 16 

364 



Total number placed on probation 1911 311 

Total number placed on probation 1912 646 

Total nimiber placed on probation 1913 309 

Total number placed on probation 1914 224 

Investigated by Probation Officers before being placed on probation 334 
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DISORDERLY CONDUCT (Breach of Peace)— FEMALES 



Color: White, 103. 



Age 



Under 21 years 57 

Between 21 and 25 years 8 

Between 26 and 30 years 7 

Between 31 and 35 years 12 

Between 36 and 40 years 9 

Between 41 and 45 years 3 

Between 46 and 50 years 5 

Between 56 and 60 years 2 



Of foreign parents. . .35 



Social Condition 

Married 36 

Single 63 

Widow 4 

103 

Employed 26 

Idle 52 

Housewife 23 

Had her own business . 2 



103 

Complainants 

Relative 63 

Officer 23 

Citizen 17 

103 



Nativity 

United States 62 

Russia 7 

Ireland 18 

Hungary 5 

All others 11 

103 



Disposition 

Pending 45 

Finished improved 41 

Finished without im- 
provement 1 

Revoked 13 

Absconded 1 

Died 1 

Insane 1 

103 



103 

Total number placed on probation 1911 127 

Total number placed on probation 1912 188 

Tot£d number placed on probation 1913 151 

Total ntunber placed on probation 1914 88 

Investigated by Probation Officers before being placed on probation 69 



INTOXICATION— FEMALES 

Color: White, 40. 
Age 

Under 21 years 2 Of foreign parents . . . 

Between 21 and 25 years 9 

Between 26 and 30 years 6 

Between 31 and 35 years 11 

Between 36 and 40 years 5 

Between 41 and 45 years 3 

Between 45 and 50 years 3 

52 years 1 

40 
Social Condition Complainants 

Married 31 Officer 29 

Single 9 Relative 11 

40 40 

Employed 6 

Idle 14 

Housewife 20 



Nativity 

9 United States 29 

Ireland 9 

Scotland 1 

England 1 

40 



Disposition 

Pending 18 

Finished improved 15 

Revoked 6 

Absconded 1 



40 



40 

Total number placed on probation 1911 63 

Total number placed on probation 1912 74 

Total nimiber placed on probation 1913 59 

Total number placed on probation 1914 46 

Investigation by Probation Officer before being placed on probation .29 
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Age 



VAGRANCY— FEMALES 
Color: White, 3. 



26 years 1 

42 years 1 

46 years 1 



Nativity 

United States 1 

Ireland 1 

Russia 1 



Social Condition 
Married 3 



Disposition 

Pending 1 

Finished improved 2 



Complainants 
Officer complainant in all cases 
All cases investigated by Probation Officer before being placed on probation. 



DISORDERLY PERSONS (Non-Support)— FEMALES 

Color: White, 7. 
Age Nativity 

20 years 1 Both of foreign parents — United States 2 

31 to 60 years 6 Russia 2 

— Hungary 1 

7 Germany 1 

Ireland 1 



To Support parent 7 

Married 5 

Single 2 



Social Condition 

Employed 2 

Housewife 5 



Disposition 

Pending 4 

Finished improved 3 



DISPOSITION OF CASES PENDING FROM 1913 



MALES 
Disorderly Persons 

Finished satisfactorily 403 

Finished without improvement 94 

Absconded 122 

Revoked 90 

Died 1 

Committed to Penitentiary for 
Bigamy 1 



Disorderly Conduct 

Finished satisfactorily 167 

Finished without improvement 32 

Absconded 30 

Revoked 9 

Insane 1 

239 



711 

Intoxication 
Finished satisfactorily 5 



Vagrancy 

Finished satisfactorily 2 

Finished without improvement 1 



FEMALES 
Soliciting 

Finished satisfactorily 96 

Finished without improvement 4 

Absconded 12 

Revoked 6 



Disorderly Conduct 

Finished satisfactorily 28 

Finished without improvement 3 

Absconded 1 

Revoked 4 



118 
Intoxication 

Finished satisfactorily 10 

Revoked 2 

Absconded 1 



Vagrancy 
Finished satisfactorily 



36 

1 



13 



Disorderly Persons 

(Non-Support) 
Finished satisfactorily 
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PROBATION BUREAU, BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, 
QUEENS AND RICHMOND. 

Report of Archibald J. McKinny, Deputy Chief Probation Officer. 

I respectfully beg to submit the annual report for the Probation Bureau for the 
Boroughs of Brooklyn, Queens and Richmond over which I had jurisdiction, for the 
year 1915. 

Up to June 30th, these court districts were part of the then Second Division, but 
from July 1st until December 31st this division has been under the jurisdiction of 
the Chief City Magistrate as one complete body. For the first part of the year the proba- 
tion officers performed their duties under the system in force in the old Second Division, 
but since July 1st the system of the old First Division has been installed in a limited 
sense only. Particularly has this been the case with the women probation officers, 
who report at headquarters each morning in the Temple Bar Building. There arc 
exceptions to this rule, however, namely, where there are permanent assignments 
in the Women's Court and Domestic Relations Court. Also in the Boroughs of 
Queens and Richmond, where both male and female probation officers are perma- 
nently assigned. This latter exception was made necessary because of the long 
distances from the Brooklyn headquarters, and the reporting would necessitate 
great loss of time. As no provisions have been made for the accommodation of the 
male probation officers at the bureau in Brookljm, these officers have practically con- 
tinued work along the old lines at the court districts. Consequently there has been 
no chance of giving the probation system as carried on in Manhattan a fair oppor- 
tunity to be developed, as it is desired. 

Permanent assignments have continued at the Domestic Relations Court. Since 
the removal of the female probation officers from that court in February last, with 
the exception of the one permanent female assignment, there have been only two male 
probation officers on duty there. With this small force it has been impossible to give 
the large number of cases the attention necessary for proper supervision. Still the 
two male and one female probation officers managed to keep the cases well in hand, 
as is demonstrated by the large amount of money collectd for the support of families 
and the many reconciliations brought about. With the appointment of four addi- 
tional male probation officers, to take effect on January 1st, 1916, it is the belief that 
many of the short-comings in the Domestic Relations Court will be overcome and 
an effort will be made to place this court at the top in efficiency and results of 
Domestic Relations Courts in the United States. To bring this about, many sug- 
gestions have already been put into effect in a tentative way that are bound to bring 
good results. It has always been my contention that the best work in that court 
could only be produced by special assignments of probation officers to duty there; 
that officers so assigned should be qualified for that class of work. There should be 
no distribution of the cases from that court to probation officers doing other classes 
of work and the probation officers working there should not be given cases from the 
outside. It appeals to me that if the authorities saw fit to make special assignments 
of Magistrates to these courts because of the belief that these Magistrates were better 
fitted for this class of work — either in temperament or experience — it would be a 
great benefit to the success of the work to have probation officers equally adapted to 
the work, also. 

In the Women's Court there is at present one woman probation officer assigned. 
The work there has increased very materially during the year; not so particularly in 
the number of cases, but more attention, it seems, has been given to the women cases. 
Because of the desire — and rightfully so— of the Magistrates to have the presence of 
the woman probation officer in court during the arraignment of the women prisoners, 
it has necessitated the attendance of the officer in court during the entire day, at least 
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up to a late hour in the afternoon, leaving very little time for preliminary investiga- 
tions and visits. This has proven a great hardship to the probation officers. Assist- 
ance has been given whenever needed, but still it has developed that the real need is 
the appointment of an additional officer to that court. In that case the officers could 
alternate in the court, giving the other day for investigations and visits. I respect- 
fully recommend this to your consideration. 

Preliminary investigations were on the increase during the year. There were 
2,548 cases investigated. During 1914 for the eight months during which preliminary 
investigations were made, there were 1,447 cases investigated by the probation officers. 
So heavy has this part of the work become that it has given probation officers com- 
paratively little time to make visits to probationers with proper regularity. In many 
instances Magistrates have allowed only one day for an investigation, which is too 
short a period to properly cover the ground necessary for a complete record. There 
were 9,112 visits made to the homes of probationers, namely, males 6,603, and females 
2,509. 

From localities outside of the city and state have come a large number of requests 
for preliminary investigations and reports. Requests have been received from Albany, 
North Tonawanda, Utica and Yonkers of New York State; Boston, Mass.; New 
Haven, Conn.; Newark, Hoboken and Atlantic City, of the State of New Jersey; 
Philadelphia and Pittsburg of Pennsylvania. This cooperation has been reciprocal 
and in turn the probation officers of these mentioned and other cities have generously 
responded whenever requested by our bureau. Consequently there is fast growing a 
complete system of cooperation in probation work, not only in the state, but through- 
out the country. 

Much informal probation work has been carried on at this office and seems to 
be on the increase. These cases come largely to the Probation Bureau, while many 
are received personally by probation officers. Of course, according to rule, these 
cases should not be handled by the probation officers and the complaining wife, 
husband and parent should be referred to the courts, but a large part of the complaints 
are made by persons who have a delicacy about going to court because of the danger 
of publicity, or other consequences that might arise. Mothers who have daughters 
whom they fear are in danger of going wrong are in the majority. They feel that 
a visit by a probation officer in a friendly spirit, as warning to the erring girl as 
to future consequences, would prove beneficial, and in many cases there has been 
much good accomplished as a result. As already stated, this is not probation work 
as prescribed, but so much has been accomplished and can be done by the friendly 
assistance of a probation officer in these cases that I feel that it is good probation 
work in the line of prevention. In other instances women have appealed to the 
bureau for aid in making a formal complaint in court because of nervousness on 
their part and also because the details of the complaint are of a character hard of 
recital by an inexperienced woman of refined nature. 

There were 2,988 persons placed on probation in 1915, and with the 2,168 cases 
carried over from 1914, made a total of 5,t56 cases handled by probation officers. 
In comparison with 1914, there was reduction of 409 cases. This was vastly over- 
come by the large number of preliminary investigations made by probation officers. 
In the year 1914 there were 1,477 preliminary investigations, while in 1915 there were 
2,548 cases investigated, which was largely the cause of the reduction in probation 
cases. Out of the 2,548 cases investigated only 988 were placed on probation. There 
were 2,000 persons placed on probation without first having an investigation into 
their character and environments. There were discharged or otherwise disposed of 
during the year 3,092 cases, of which 2,460 finished the probation period satisfactorily. 

In the Domestic Relations Court there were 1,217 new cases assigned to the 
care of probation officers — five of which were other than disorderly person cases. 
Besides this number of cases there were continued from 1914, 972 cases, making a 
total of 2,1S9 handled by the officers during the year. Through the probation officers 
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the sum of $103,406.66 was paid into the court by probationers. There were 250 
reconciliations brought about. The Monday night sessions are responsible for many 
of these. On these occasions husbands and wives appear at the court — ^the husbands 
to pay according to the order of the court and the wives to receive the payment. 
The presiding Magistrate, the Honorable Edward J. Dooley, sits informally in his 
chambers. To him are referred many cases each evening for re-adjustment or 
settlement with beneficial results. The causes said to be the reasons for the family 
disunion are as follows: 

Affinity 8 

Intemperance 481 

Incompatibility 304 

Immorality 7 

Drugs 15 

Other Women 89 

Jealousy 33 

Intolerable Severity 23 

Out of Work 95 

Religious Difference 1 

Degeneracy 4 

Laziness 44 

Illness 1 

Other Men 28 

Forced Marriages ^ 30 

Mother-in-law 30 

Nomadic Habits 1 

Gambling 9 

Disease (Venereal) 9 

Total 1,212 

The dispositions of the probation cases in the Domestic Relations Court were 
as follows: 

Improved 901 

Unimproved 95 

Re-arrested and Committed 21 

Absconded 26 

Withdrawn 31 

Placed on Bond .* 10 

Died 3 

Payments for support by months were: 

January $7,369.77 

February 7,065.92 

March 8,600.94 

April 7,860.78 

May 8,165.40 

June 9,500.44 

July 8,444.32 

August 9,276,88 

September 8,942.70 

October 8,770.19 

November 9,962.84 

December 9,446.48 

Total $103,406.66 
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COOPERATION WITH AGENCIES. 

There has been established at the Domestic Relations Court an employment 
bureau, still in embryo state, which has aided very materially in solving many of the 
problems. It is expected that as this branch of the work develops greater good will 
result. In connection with this bureau cooperation is carried on with the Federal 
employment bureau in Manhattan and the State employment bureau in Brooklyn, the 
latter under the superintendency of Mr. Richard A. Flinn, formerly assistant secre- 
tary of the State Probation Commission. It would show a want of appreciation if the 
report did not contain a reference to the valuable cooperation of the various social 
agencies, including the Bureau of Charities, Association for the Improvement of 
the Condition of the Poor, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the United Hebrew 
Charities and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Each organ- 
ization is doing its best in assisting in the work of the Domestic Relations Court 
The clergy of the various denominations have also shown an interest in the work 
and have given generously of their time. This work of cooperation will be greatly 
extended during the coming year. 

A closer cooperation of the agencies of the Bureau of Charities is about to be 
established with the work at the Magistrates' Courts, so that all cases where financial 
help and assistance is needed can be systematically referred to the local branches 
of the bureau. This new phase of the work has been brought about by Mr. Louis 
Pink, Secretary of the Courts Committee. Blanks have already been furnished by the 
bureau to be distributed to the probation officers. It is expected that much needed 
relief will be obtained by this united action. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
and other agencies are to be invited to participate in this cooperation, so that there 
may be a complete and uninterrupted force at work assisting in probation and reform. 

Moneys collected for support and in restitution in courts outside of the Domestic 
Relations : 

Support Restitution 

Brooklyn $727.00 Brooklyn $84.60 

Queens 14,107.09 Queens 

Richmond 44,495.00 Richmond 7.60 



Total $19,329.09 Total $92.20 

Dated, January 1, 1916. 
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PROBATION CASES 



New Cases 



Discharged 



January — 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 

October 

November. 
■ December. . 



256 
166 
253 
269 
278 
268 
252 
272 
242 
229 
248 
255 



Total 

Cases continued from 1914 . 

Total cases. 
Discharged . 



2.988 
2.168 



5,156 
3,092 



Active cases, December 31, 1915. 



2.064 



312 
265 
276 
229 
273 
234 
240 
272 
234 
240 
294 
223 



3,092 



Discharged improved 

Discharged tmimproved 

Re-arrested and committed 

Absconded or lost from oversight. 

Withdrawn 

Placed under bond 

Died 

Dismissed 

Divorced 

Transferred to other jiuisdiction . . 

Committed to insane asylum 

Suicide 

Enlisted in Navy 



Total. 



2,460 

248 

172 

143 

26 

15 

12 

9 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 



3,092 
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Male and Female Cases by Courts 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Brooklyn — 

First District 


114 
138 
203 
226 
135 

17 
206 

64 
1,216 


108 
26 
31 
35 
14 
14 
27 
19 
1 


222 


Second District 


164 


Fifth District 


234 


Sixth District 


261 


Seventh District 


149 


Eighth District 


31 


Ninth District 


233 


Tenth District 


83 


Domestic Relations 


1,217 




Queens — 

First District 


2,319 

57 

14 

3 

111 


275 

5 
6 

27 


2,594 
62 


Second District 


20 


Third District 


3 


Fourth District 


138 






Richmond — 

First District 


185 

46 
95 


38 

10 

17 


223 
56 


Second District 


112 






Miscellaneous— 


141 


27 


168 



Kings County Court. 
Niagara County Court. . 
Boston Mtmicipal Court. 



Total. 



1 



2,646 



342 



2,988 
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Preliminary Investigations Followed by Probation 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Tannary 


53 
36 
69 
75 
91 
95 
68 
54 
54 
55 
63 
72 


14 

7 
18 
20 
29 
23 
16 
12 
17 
14 
15 
18 


67 


jr>*..wM,*. j^ 

Feornary 


43 


March 


87 


April 


95 


May 


120 


June 


118 


July 


84 


August 


66 


September 


71 


October 


69 


November •. . . 


78 


December 


90 






Total 


785 


203 


988 







Preliminary Investigation — No Probation 



Male 



Female 



Total 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 



75 
69 

111 
82 

123 
92 

140 
86 
61 
85 
88 
62 



1.074 



48 
27 
37 
37 
70 
38 
57 
34 
43 
41 
31 
23 



486 



123 
96 
148 
119 
193 
130 
197 
120 
104 
126 
119 
85 



1,560 



Number of Visits to Homes of Probationers 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Tanuarv 


470 
383 
592 
565 
523 
663 
484 
458 
509 
689 
699 
568 


196 
106 
146 
252 
149 
240 
211 
128 
266 
278 
278 
259 


666 


ji...i«,». J 

February 


489 


March 


738 


April 


817 


May 


672 


Tune 


903 


J , 

uly 


695 


j***j 

August 


586 


September 


775 


October 


967 


November 


977 


December • 


827 






Total 


6,603 


2,509 


9,112 


— — —. — — = — = — • — • 


- 
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Ages of Persons Placed on Probation 



Male 



Female 



Total 



Between 16 and 19 years 
Between 20 and 29 years 
Between 30 and 39 years 
40 years and over 

Total.... 



427 
845 
692 
682 



108 

101 

88 

45 



535 
946 
780 
727 



2,646 



342 



2,988 



1915 
Chart Showing Fluctuation in Number of Persons Placed on Probation 
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APPEAL BUREAU. 
Report of Jesse Bernhard, Assistant Chief Clerk. 

An important branch of the office of the Chief Clerk is the Appeal Bureau, with 
which the general public does not come in contact, and few, perhaps, are familiar 
with its functions. 

The Code of Criminal Procedure (Section 751) provides that a defendant who 
feels aggrieved at the judgment of a Magistrate may within 60 days after the judgment 
is rendered or sentence imposed appeal to the County Court and in New York 
County to the Court of General Sessions. It applies only to cases of summary juris- 
diction, — in other words, it deals with offenses in which a City Magistrate has power 
to render final judgment and impose sentence. 

Since the new law has been enacted (Chapter 531, Laws of 1915) authorizing 
the Magistrate in certain cases of misdemeanor to hold a Court of Special Sessions 
and render final judgment, an appeal may be taken from such judgment to the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court. For a time lawyers were in doubt as to 
what appellate tribunal would have the power of review until it was recently passed 
upon by Judge Delehanty of the Court of General Sessions, New York County, who 
dismissed two cases on appeal with a memorandum followed by an opinion by 
Judge Wadhams of the same Court to the effect that they had no power of review. 
Appeals from this character of cases are rather rare, except when an important ques- 
tion of law is involved. 

The bulk of the work of this Bureau consists of preparing the "Returns" or the 
answering of questions raised on appeal. As appeals from these Courts are not 
taken as a matter of right and allowed only in cases where possible errors may have 
been committed at the trial from an alleged wrongful determination, or a sentence 
contrary to law, it would seem just and proper that the Magistrate be permitted to 
explain and give grounds upon which his findings were based, since the appellant, or 
his counsel, is permitted to submit elaborate briefs urging the allowance of the appeal. 

Under the old system, prior to the re-organization of these Courts (July, 1910) 
and the establishment of this office, the return or answer to the appeal made by the 
Magistrate consisted of a copy of the complaint and sometimes a transcript of the 
stenographer's minutes, and as minutes were not taken in every case the return con- 
sisted most of the time of a copy of the complaint only, with perhaps a short sum- 
mary of the proceedings written by the clerk of the court. As there arc 28 Courts 
the "Returns** were made without uniformity. When such documents reached the 
Appellate Court the Judges of that Court had a hard task before them. This proved 
very unsatisfactory, with the result that an appeal taken from a Magistrate's decision 
invariably meant a reversal of judgment. 

Under the present system returns on appeal from Magistrates* decisions are 
prepared at this office. The record that is submitted to the Appellate Court is com- 
plete in every detail. A brief, consisting of a summary of the proceedings had before 
the Magistrate, in typewritten form, accompanies the papers, giving a digest of the 
evidence adduced at the trial, if the appeal is based upon a question of fact or from 
an alleged erroneous determination. Citations and authorities are quoted giving rea- 
sons and grounds upon which the finding of the Magistrate was based, or quoting 
the law authorizing the imposition of a sentence or other disposition of the case. A 
marked improvement was shown from the very start. 

Seventy-two per cent, of the Magistrates' decisions were affirmed by the Appel- 
late Court during the year 1915. Decisions and opinions by Judges of these Courts 
have become more frequent, many of them of great importance. This has proved 
of help to the Magistrates and serves as a guidance to them in rendering judgment in 
cases of similar character. , 
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The Bureau watches carefully every decision of the Appellate Courts affecting 
these Courts and furnishes the Magistrates with a record of such decisions as often 
as practicable; also with copies of any opinion that may be handed down by Judges 
of the Appellate Courts. A record book is kept showing every appeal that was 
entered and its disposition. Below is a table showing a record of the appeals and 
their disposition during the year 1915, which speaks for itself. 



Thb Following Table Shows the Disposition of Appeal Cases According to 
Offenses: 





Af- 
firmed 


Re- 
versed 


With- 
drawn 


Pend- 
ing 


Total 


Violation Section 1458, Sub. 2, Consoli- 
dation Act (Soliciting and Loitering) . . 
Disorderly Conduct (Breach of the Peace) . 
Vagrancy 


4 

64 

2 

23 

4 
1 

3 

6 

2 
2 


2 
18 

8 

3 
3 

2 

1 
1 

i 

1 
1 


5 

1 

1 


1 
5 

2 
1 

2 
2 

2 


7 

92 

2 


Vagrancy (Prostitution in Tenement 
House) 


34 


Cruelty to Animals 


1 


Violation Corporation Ordinance (Speed- 
ing) 


9 


Violation Corporation Ordinance (Hack).. 
Violation Corporation Ordinance (Or- 
dinary) 


6 
6 


Violation Section 899, Sub. 4, Code 
Criminal Procedure 


7 


Violation Section 899, Code Criminal 
Procedure (Abandonment) 


5 


Intoxication .• , . 


2 


Violation Section 899 (Bawdy House) 

Reckless Driving 


1 
1 


Vagrancy, 887. Code Criminal Procediu-e. 


1 


Total 


111 


41 


7 


15 


174 







The Following is a Five- Year Comparison of Appealed Cases: 





1911 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Affirmed 


96 

46 

4 

69 


130 
16 
23 
14 


114 

12 

8 

5 


108 

37 

4 

11 


111 


Reversed 


41 


Dismissed and withdrawn 


7 


Pending 


15 






Total allowed 


215 


183 


139 


160 


174 
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STATISTICAL BUREAU. 
Report of ChXrles W. Strong, Statistician. 

The system of compiling statistics now in use in this office was inaugurated in 
its original form on July 1, 1915 (the work of the Courts of Brooklyn, Queens and 
Richmond was not recorded, however, until August 5, 1915). 

In view of all the difficulties encountered under the original scheme, Mr. George 
Everson, Executive Secretary of the Inferior Criminal Courts Committee of the 
Charity Organization Society, interested himself in a plan to revise the scope of the 
statistical reports to be furnished by this Bureau. 

Frequent conferences were had between Judge McAdoo, Mr. Oliver and Mr. Ever- 
son, and a plan was outlined and submitted by Mr. Everson and approved, completely 
revising the entire system of statistics and calling for the preparation thereof 
quarterly, instead of weekly, monthly or bi-monthly as theretofore. 

Upon being consulted in the matter, I felt that the plan proposed was very 
practical and would meet the difficulties formerly encountered. 

Accordingly I proceeded to and did prepare under the new scheme reports 
showing; 1st: The work of the separate Magistrates* Courts; 2nd: The work of the 
Courts of each Borough; and, 3rd: The work of each individual Magistrate, all for 
the first quarter of 1916. 

The preparation of these reports occupied my time, single-handed for exactly 
two months. I think possibly a few days or a week can be saved in the preparation 
of future reports, because of the experience gained in preparing the first. This, 
however, is mere conjecture. 

The method of compiling statistics in this Bureau may be briefly outlined as 
follows : — 

Every case arraigned in the Magistrates' Courts is reported to this office daily 
on white cards showing a complete record of the case transcribed from the Court 
docket. If the case is adjourned, the subsequent disposition thereof is reported on 
a blue card. Cases wherein the defendants elect to be tried by the Magistrates sitting 
as Courts of Special Sessions are, in addition to the original arraignment card, 
reported on a salmin-colored card, and the subsequent disposition thereof after an 
adjournment on a cherry-colored card. Domestic Relations Court cases and other 
miscellaneous dispositions are reported on specially colored cards. 

Upon receipt of these cards each day, an examination thereof is first made to 
determine whether all of the docket numbers for that day are accounted for. Next 
they are examined for the purpose of extracting all cases where indeterminate 
sentences may have been imposed under the new Parole Law. A separate record 
is maintained of all of these indeterminate sentences. The cards returned by the 
Women's Night Court are then examined and in all cases where a defendant con- 
victed of Prostitution is foreign born, a copy of the card is prepared and forwarded 
to the State Department of Labor by request. Separate records of all cases of 
Prostitution are then. prepared for preservation in this office. 

These cards are then turned over to the punch-machine operators, who have 
before them a chart upon which is shown under various code numbers, some 250 
in all, the various offenses, dispositions and miscellaneous data required for the 
preparation of the quarterly reports. These machines, pro\n'^ed by the Powers 
Accounting Machine Company, produce a perforated card with from 29 to 45 
perforations thereon. 

There is also installed in this Bureau a verifying machine provided by the 
Powers people, the purpose of which is to verify the work of the punch-machine 
operator. The method of operation is the same as the punch machines except that an 
attachment to the machine displays a red light visible through the punch card wherever 
a mistake appears, thereby enabling the detection and correction thereof. In view 

138 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the fact that in the past few months we have not had sufficient help to operate 
this machine, and of the further fact that in order to verify all of the cards received 
from the Courts each day, it would be necessary to maintain two verifying machines 
to accompany the two punch machines, we have been compelled to temporarily 
discontinue or partially discontinue the use of the verifying machine. 

After the cards have been punched and verified they are allowed to accumulate 
for a period of three months at a time, except that in the interim they are assorted 
monthly according to the various offenses and maintained in that condition so as to 
provide means of compiHng special statistics whenever called for. 

Commencing on the first day of each quarter, the final process of compiling the 
quarterly reports is started. The method pursued is as follows: 

The most important equipment of the Bureau, in a mechanical sense, is the 
Assorting Machine, also provided by the Powers Accounting Machine Company. The 
functions of this machine include the assorting and counting of the cards produced 
by the punch-machines. 

The punch-cards are fed into this machine by the operator after setting the 
machine for assorting on a particular column containing perforations conforming 
to the code numbers for any specific item of statistics desired. The machine will 
then automatically assort these cards at the rate of 250 per minute, at the same 
time counting the number of cards deposited in each compartment. The results 
appearing on the counters are then transcribed to sheets comprising the various 
individual reports. The number of times each card passes through the assorting 
machines averages fifteen. Upwards of 70,000 cards are required to be sorted on 
an average of fifteen times, in varying quantities, in the preparation of each quarterly 
report. The report when completed comprises upwards of 110 sheets, all of which 
must balance. 

After the punch-card operators have secured the desired information from the 
original record cards, the same are turned over to our filing clerk, who is maintaining 
and has maintained since April 1, 1916, a very complete card index file, subdivided not 
only alphabetically but with many subdivisions of each alphabetical arrangement. I 
have found by experience that this system of filing with a subdivided alphabetical 
arrangement is the only practical method of card indexing and am anxious to see it 
kept up in this Bureau in its present form. I am informed by the filing clerk, how- 
ever, that he finds it impossible to keep up to date with the work, single-handed. I 
am endeavoring to furnish him with assistance from time to time, by temporarily 
detailing attaches of the Bureau to assist in the work. If this particular branch of 
the work is worth keeping up, it is worth keeping up right. The addition of a clerk 
to this Bureau to assist in the filing would greatly enhance the efficiency of the filing 
system. 

I wish at this point to commend the efficient cooperation of the staff connected 
with this Bureau. Without their hearty aid and assistance such results as have 
been obtained in building up this Bureau would have been impossible. 

Dated, June 21, 1916. 



BUREAU OF EQUIPMENT, ACCOUNTS AND RECORDS. 
Report of Samuel Lipski, Clerk. 

I have the honor to report upon the progress of the Bureau of Equipment, 
Accounts and Records, which was established by direction of the Chief Clerk on 
February 1, 1916. 

The Bureau consists of 5 clerks, 1 Court attendant, and 3 messengers. 
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The purpose of the Bureau is to co-ordinate work which heretofore has been 
scattered and under several authorities. 

We have centralized the storerooms of the former first and second divisions 
without additional cost; established a messenger system which now supplies auto- 
mobile service to all of the Courts ; put in operation a telephone system more efficient 
and less costly than that for which the present one is now substituted. 

Our general work consists of the filing of all mail, the preparation of all con- 
tract specifications, the upkeep of the law library and the general bookkeeping, 
pay-roll, auditing and supply purchasing work of the Department. 

The work has been divided among the various subordinates so that each now 
has a separate and distinct responsibility. 

The Bureau is a clearing house for the supplies of all of the Courts and thereby 
facilitates the administration of the department's problems. 

Permit me to commend the zeal and the intelligence of the officers of this 
Bureau. They have exhibited a spirit of cooperation which permitted the perform- 
ance of labors burdensome and filled with detail, with dispatch and efficiency. 

Dated, July 26, 1916. 



TOTAL NUMBER OF PISTOL PERMITS ISSUED DURING THE 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1915 





Manhattan 

and 

Bronx 


Brooklyn, 

Queens and 

Richmond 


Total 


To carry upon the person 


3,396 
400 


2,474 
343 


5,870 


To have in possession 


743 






Total 


3.796 


2,817 


6,613 




Fees collected 


$4,469.60 


$3,148.60 


$7,618.00 







Permits issued to Prison Keepers and other officials without fee, not included in 
the above. 



COMPARATIVE TABLES. 

Ten Year Comparisons. 

The total number of persons arraigned during the year 1915 in all of the City 
Magistrates' Courts was 236,591, of which number 205,034 were males and 31,557 
females, an increase of 16,285 over 1914. Of this number, 159,726 males and 23,389 
females, or a total of 183,115 were held for trial or summarily convicted, an increase 
of 25,090 over 1914. There were 1,446 cases pending at the close of business oi\ 
December 31, 1915. 
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FELONIES 

For the various offenses classed as felonies, 16,880 males and 1.371 females, or a total 
of 18,251 were examined, and 8.973 males and 503 females, or a total of 9.476. were held 
to await the action of the Grand Jury. Pending 395. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for 
OR Convicted 


Trial 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


14,036 
16,956 
20,915 
14,151 
13,886 
14,256 
13,456 
15,674 
18.029 
16,880 


1,254 
1,251 
1,493 
1,540 
1.199 
1,116 
1,013 
1,601 
1,378 
1,371 


15,290 
18,207 
22,408 
15,691 
15,085 
15.372 
14.469 
17,275 
19.407 
18,251 


5,567 
7,434 
9,975 
6,713 
7,217 
7,858 
7,749 
9,125 
10,336 
8,973 


441 
371 
1.255 
565 
558 
442 
510 
694 
575 
503 


6,008 


1907 


7,805 


1908 


11,230 


1909 


7,278 


1910 


7,775 


1911 


8,300 


1912 


8,259 


1913 


9,819 


1914 


10,911 


1915 


9,476 







FELONIOUS ASSAULT 

For Felonious Assault, 3,769 males and 200 females, or a total of 3.969, were examined, 
and 1,566 males and 77 females, or a total of 1.643, were held to await the action of the 
Grand Jury. Pending 90. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for 
OR Convicted 


Trial 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


2,306 
2,430 
3,053 
2,822 
3.174 
2.991 
2,937 
3,603 
3,544 
3.769 


111 
144 
219 
204 
169 
179 
174 
203 
175 
200 


2,417 
2.574 
3,272 
3,026 
3,343 
3,170 
3,111 
3.806 
3,719 
3,969 


978 
1.113 
1,395 
1,263 
1,418 
1,412 
1,345 
1.513 
1,495 
1.566 


42 
54 
100 
97 
67 
75 
88 
94 
66 
77 


1.020 


1907 


1.167 
1.496 
1,360 
1.485 


1908 


1909 


1910 


1911 


1,487 


1912 


1,433 
1,607 


1913 


1914 


1,561 


1915 


1,643 
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BURGLARY 

The number of persons charged with the commission of Burglary in various degrees 
was 3,215, of whom 3,170 were males and 45 females. Of this number 2,255 males and 
32 females, or a total of 2,287, were held to await the action of the Grand Jury. Pending 32. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for 
OR Convicted 


Trial 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


2,019 
2,368 
2,928 
2,546 
2,166 
2,288 
2,085 
2,460 
3,160 
3,170 


18 
21 
27 
28 
33 
43 
51 
36 
58 
45 


2,037 
2,389 
2,955 
2,574 
2,199 
2,331 
2,136 
2,496 
3,218 
3.215 


1,212 
1,584 
1,975 
1,733 
1,564 
1,626 
1,607 
1,831 
2,343 
2,255 


8 
13 
14 
13 
19 
24 
39 
20 
38 
32 


1.220 


1907 


1,597 


1908 


1,989 


1909 


1,746 


1910 


1,583 


1911 


1,650 


1912 


1,646 


1913 


1,851 


1914 


2,381 


1915 


2,287 







GRAND LARCENY 

For Grand Larceny, 3,687 males and 427 females, or a total of 4,114, were examined, 
and 1,973 males and 220 females, or a total of 2,193, were held to await the action of the 
Grand Jury. Pending 45. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for Trial 
OR Convicted 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


4,379 
4,626 
4,779 
4,874 
3,635 
3,781 
3,223 
3,183 
3.794 
3,687 


684 
726 
579 
795 
574 
477 
333 
580 
442 
427 


5,063 
5,352 
5,358 
5,669 
4,209 
4,258 
3,556 
3,763 
• 4,236 
4,114 


2,243 
2,469 
2,450 
2,118 
2,011 
2,133 
1.836 
1,831 
2,112 
1,973 


250 
277 
264 
439 
314 
239 
160 
374 
126 
220 


2,493 


1907 


2,746 


1908 


2,714 


1909 


2,557 


1910 


2,325 


1911 


2,372 


1912 


1,996 


1913 


2,205 


1914 


2,238 


1915 


2,193 
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ROBBERY 

The number of persons charged with this offense was 1,292, of whom 1,254 were 
males and 38 females. Of this nimiber 634 males and 19 femaJes, or a total of 653, were 
held to await the action of the Grand Jury. Pending 40. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for 
OR Convicted 


Trial 


Ye;ar 


1 Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


769 
1,004 
1,208 

856 

818 
1 1,000 
' 866 
1 1,149 


38 
43 
65 
37 
33 
24 
43 
36 


807 
1,047 
1,273 

893 

851 
1.024 

909 
1,185 
1,514 
1,292 




335 
471 

; 638 
373 

i 409 
561 
442 
633 
816 
634 

1 


17 
20 
32 
16 
21 
20 
30 
21 
26 
19 


352 


1907 


491 


1908 


670 


1909 


389 


1910 


430 


1911 ; 


581 


1912 


472 


1913 


654 


1914 ; 


1.461 53 
1,254 1 38 


842 


1915 


653 











MISDEMEANORS 

The total niimber of persons charged with the commission of offenses classes as mis- 
demeanors was 34,915, of whom 29,902 were males and 5,013 females. The niimber held 
for trial at Special Sessions or convicted was 25,073, of whom 21,884 were males and 3,189 
females. Pending 487. 



Y^AR 



1906. 
1907. 
1908. 
1909. 
1910. 
1911. 
1912. 
1913. 
1914. 
1915. 



Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 



Male 



25,480 
27,502 
42,345 
44,093 
34.973 
24,257 
27,273 
27,434 
25,038 
29,902 



Female 



2,929 
2,721 
3,056 
2.947 
2,962 
2,829 
3,070 
3,846 
3,253 
5,013 



Total 



28,409 
30,223 
45,401 
47,040 
37,935 
27,086 
30,343 
31,280 
28,291 
34,915 



Number Held for Trial 
OR Convicted 



Male 



11,271 
13,541 
25,023 
25,884 
21,275 
15,992 
18,031 
19,081 
17,533 
21,884 



Female 



1,327 
1,217 
1,665 
1,509 
1,592 
1,843 
1,863 
2,419 
1,928 
3,189 



Total 



12,598 
14,758 
26,688 
27,393 
22,867 
17,835 
19,894 
21.500 
19,461 
25,073 
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ASSAULT THIRD DEGREE 

Upon this charge 5,651 males and 684 females, or a total of 6,335, were examined, 
of whom 2,283 males and 189 females, or a total of 2,472, were held for trial at Special 
Sessions. Pending 78. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for Trial 
OR Convicted 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


7,845 
7,857 
7,943 
7,075 
7,478 
6,457 
5,897 
5,796 
6,769 
5,651 


654 
673 
572 
552 
659 
631 
614 
823 
689 
684 


8,499 
8.530 
8,515 
7,627 
8,137 
7.088 
6.511 
6,619 
6,458 
6,335 


2,327 
2,431 
2.525 
2,022 
2,379 
2,592 
2,329 
2,455 
2.426 
2.283 


213 
189 
174 
185 
211 
249 
231 
363 
207 
189 


2,540 


1907 


2,620 


1908 


2,699 


1909 


2,207 


1910 


2,590 


1911.... 


2,841 


1912 


2.560 


1913 


2,818 


1914 


2,633 


1915 


2,472 







DISORDERLY HOUSE 

Upon the charge of keeping and maintaining disorderly houses, 228 males and 204 
females, or a total of 432, were examined, of whom 174 males and 172 females, or a total 
of 346, were held for trial at Special Sessions. Pending 10. 



= 


Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for Trial 
or Convicted 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


232 
349 
320 
240 
179 
219 
171 
199 
268 
228 


707 
526 
359 
251 
231 
268 
217 
282 
221 
204 


939 
875 
679 
491 
410 
487 
388 
481 
489 
432 


102 
169 
183 
113 
126 
179 
125 
166 
230 
174 


368 
374 
235 
180 
169 
247 
176 
237 
183 
172 


470 


1907 


643 


1908 


418 


1909 


293 


1910 


295 


1911 


426 


1912 


300 


1913 


403 


1914 


413 


1915 


346 
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EXCISE LAW 

The total number of persons charged with violating the Liquor Tax or Excise Law 
was 2,667, of whom 2,435 were males and 132 females. Of this number, 2,311 males and 
120 females, or a total of 2,431, were held for trial at Special Sessions. Pending 24. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number Held for 
or Convictee 


Trial 


Year 


Male 


Female 


Total 1 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


2,605 
3,007 
5,672 
6,115 
3,598 
1,558 
1,102 
1,125 
1,463 
2,435 


86 

71 

97 

88 

215 

67 

57 

83 

144 

132 


2,691 
3,078 
5,769 
6,203 
3,813 
1,625 
1,159 
1,208 
1,607 
2,567 


944 
1,240 
2,505 
2,864 
1,987 


31 
29 
43 
51 

79 


975 


1907 


1,269 


1908 


2,548 
2,915 


1909 


1910 


2,059 


1911 


1,066 , 42 

864 45 

926 68 

1,252 115 

2,311 120 


1,108 


1912 


909 


1913 


994 


1914 


1,367 


1915 


2,431 











SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS 

The simimary jurisdiction of the Magistrates includes by far the majority of cases 
brought into these Courts. Out of the total number of cases disposed of during the year 
1915, amounting to 236,555, the Magistrates heard and finally disposed of 183,389. 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

The total ntunber of persons tried under this head, which includes intoxication and 
all conduct tending to a breach of the peace, was 52,693, of whom 47,213 were males and 
5,480 females. Of the above number 37,624 were convicted. Pending 109. 



Year 



1906. 
1907. 
1908. 
1909. 
1910. 
1911. 
1912. 
1913. 
1914. 
1915. 



Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 



Number Held for Trial 
OR Convicted 



Male 


Female 


1 
Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


56,204 


21,398 


77,602 


26,199 


10,822 


37,021 


61,632 


18,677 


80,309 


29.937 


10,611 


40,548 


70,694 


26,756 


97,450 


34,941 


16,838 


51,779 


61,716 


19,159 


80,875 


33,591 


13,258 


46,849 


49,799 


16,495 


66,294 


27,380 


10,586 


37,966 


46,453 


13,106 


59,559 


28,542 


9,615 


38,157 


46,140 


11,917 


58,057 


30,302 


8,290 


38,592 


46,051 


12,140 


58,191 


31,706 


H 8,555 


40.261 


48,419 


10,917 


59,336 


34,005 


7,758 


41,763 


47,213 


5,480 


52,693 , 

1 


34,629 


2,995 


37,624 
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CORPORATION ORDINANCES 

For violation of corporation ordinances 39,399 persons were convicted out of a total 
of 44,587. Pending 115. 





Number Arraigned or 
Disposed of 


Number 

OR 


Held for 
Convicted 


Trial 


Year 


1 Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 

1907 

1908 


19,871 
23,247 
1 38,292 
34,004 
20.538 
20,725 
35.783 
38.815 
45,275 
42,366 


272 

216 

408 

495 

375 

536 

1,431 

2.281 

1,717 

2,221 




20,143 
23,463 
38,700 
34,499 
20.913 
21,261 
37,214 
41,096 
46,992 
44,587 


13,658 
16,783 
26,623 
24,537 
15,022 
15,527 
29,590 
33,510 
i 40,140 
1 37,570 


132 

152 

272 

391 

284 

352 

995 

1,736 

1,359 

1,829 


13,790 
16,935 
26,895 


1909 


24,928 


1910 


15,306 


1911 


15,879 


1912 


30,585 


1913 


35,246 


1914 


41,499 


1915 


39,399 







VAGRANCY 

The total number of persons charged with Vagrancy was 4,548. of whom 3,665 were 
males and 883 females. Of this number, 3,091 males and 708 females, or a total of 3,799. 
were convicted. Pending 32. 





Number Arraigned or 

Disposed of i 


Number Held for Trial 
OR Convicted 


Year 


Male Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


1906 


4,998 
5,956 
8,502 
6,072 
3.979 
3,158 
2,388 
2,267 
6,442 
3,666 


1,430 

1,475 

1,305 

1,257 

954 

712 

726 

680 

850 

883 


6,428 
7.431 
9,807 
7.329 
4,933 
3,870 
3,114 
2,947 
6,292 
4.648 


2.607 
2.744 
3.912 
2.625 
1.996 
1,823 
1,491 
1,657 
3,032 
3.091 


670 
666 
712 
680 
488 
442 
606 
461 
662 
708 


3.277 


1907 


3.400 


1908 


4.624 


1909 


3.306 


1910 


2.484 


1911 


2.266 


1912 


1.997 


1913 


2.008 


1914 


3,684 


1915 


3.799 
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FINES 



Amount collected in City Magistrates' Courts $311,141 .75 

Amount collected in City or District Prisons and County Jails 46,895 .60 

Total $358,037 . 25 

Comparison With Previous Years 

Amount collected during 1906 $95,003.80 

Amount collected during 1907 118,525.77 

Amount collected during 1908 122,449.35 

Amount collected during 1909 115,644.84 

Amount collected during 1910 118,353 .00 

Amount collected during 1911 158,993.60 

Amount collected during 1912 213,836.25 

Amount collected during 1913 294,652.45 

Amount collected during 1914 325,872 .75 

Amount collected during 1915 358,037.25 



DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN. 

Introductory Statement. 

The Report of the Clerk of the Domestic Relations Court shows concisely the 
number of cases disposed of during the year 1915. We were enabled to handle this 
large number through the aid of an efficient and most willing clerical force, through 
the able assistance of Miss McQuade, the Probation Officer assigned to this Court, 
and of the other probation officers and with the valuable information derived from 
the investigations made by the Department of Public Charities. 

We also wish to express our appreciation of the efficient manner in which Mr. 
Carr, Assistant Corporation Counsel, and Mr. Norris, representing the Charities 
Department, have aided us in our difficult task. 

The present quarters are entirely inadequate for the proper disposal of the 
business of the Court. The courtroom is too small and many of the complainants are 
obliged to remain either in the hallway of the courthouse, where there are no 
facilities for seating them, or invade the Clerk's rooms, which are none too large. 
Even the Judges' Chambers are utilized by the woman probation officer, as it is the 
only place where couples can be brought together with a view of reconciling their 
differences. The nearness to Third Avenue renders it impossible to hear witnesses 
when the elevated trains are passing in the spring and summer when it becomes 
necessary to have the windows open to secure fresh air for a badly ventilated 
courtroom. 

The importance of having the Court of Domestic Relations in close proximity 
to the Children's Court makes us hope that a site may be found and a suitable 
courthouse erected in the near future, where provision will be made for adequate 
accommodations for the clerical staff and for mothers and children whose hard fate 
brings them into our court for support and maintenance. 

We feel that it would be for the best interest, not only of the Magistrates pre- 
siding at the Domestic Relations Court, but for the betterment of the service as a 
whole and for the great comfort of the litigants that the business should be con- 
ducted in a building where there is no other Magistrates' Court The general class 
of persons who frequent the criminal Courts is not of the kind with whom poor 
mothers and children should be thrown in contact. 

Quite apart from the ethical side of the work, which includes bettering condi- 
tions by effecting frequent reconciliations, there is another side which appeals to the 
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taxpayer. The records of the Department of Public Charities show that since the 
establishment of this court over $800,000 has been received by its alimony bureau 
and paid over to dependent children and wives solely through the efforts of this 
Court, and that last year nearly $270,000 was so paid. Each year the amount saved 
the taxpayers increases, and that alone it seems to us shows the value of the Court. 

Charles N. Harris, 
Robert C. Cornell. 

J^agistrates 



DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN. 

Introductory Statement. 

If to secure equitable conditions of life is one of the most essential functions of 
government; if to obtain those necessaries which will permit deserted wives and 
children to maintain a state of physical efficiency which will enable them to fight 
the battle of life and prevent them from becoming dependents upon public or private 
charity for sustenance ; if it is better for society to preserve the productive forces 
wherever possible than to lose them ; if it is better to cure the disease of non-support 
of wives and children, which if uncured would be most likely to sink the offender 
to the level of the pauper class ; if, in at least a measure, to prevent that condition 
which Carlyle in his "Past and Present" describes as the essence of poverty, namely, 
"to live miserable we know not why ; to be heart-worn, weary, yet isolated, unrelated, 
girt in with cold universal Laissez-faire"; if, as William H. Matthews in his article 
in The Survey of June 6, 1914, states, "the policy of all social legislation should be 
to remove from their (the mothers and children) lives today that constant, crushing 
anxiety that not only deadens hope and inspiration in the mother's life, but also 
gradually lays its withering, paralyzing hand on the lives of the children, creating 
a downward pressure on life instead of an upward energy," we think we can truth- 
fully say the Domestic Relations Courts are doing their share towards making the 
lives of the non-supported and neglected wives and children who are their sup- 
plicants stronger in body and mind, and giving them greater inspiration, potency and 
proficiency in their journey through life, and thus conserve the interests of the unit 
of the State — the family. 

Commencing with the receipt of three hundred dollars per month in September, 
1910, the average monthly receipts in this the Domestic Relations Court of the 
Borough of Brooklyn is now upwards of ten thousand dollars per month. To be 
exact, during the year 1915 the sum of $122,650.81 was received in the Domestic 
Relations Court of the Borough of Brookl3m, and since its organization, now nigh 
onto six years, over one-half a million dollars ($508,£90.32) was received through 
its portals and distributed for the benefit of its petitioners. 



Diagnosis of the Causes of the Disease of Non-Support. 

Our statistics show that the causes that lead to the door of our court are as 
follows : Intemperance, 39.6 per cent. : incompatibility, 25 per cent. ; immorality, 11.5 
per cent; use of drugs, 1 per cent.; jealousy, 2.7 per cent.; cruelty, 1.9 per cent.; 
unemployment, 7.8 per cent.; religious differences, .08 per cent; degeneracy, .03 per 
cent. ; laziness, 3.6 per cent. ; illness, .08 per cent. ; forced marriages, 2.4 per cent ; 
gambling, 7 per cent. See report of the late Archibald J. McKinny, Deputy Chief 
Probation Officer annexed hereto. 
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Treatment of the Disease. 

Having determined the cause of the illness, we endeavor to cure the same, and 
to that end we bring to our aid the most available agencies at our command, namely: 

Religious Influence. — ^We find that if our cases will respond to religious aid, the 
seed is planted for a most bountiful harvest. We ascertain the religious proclivities 
of our patients and place ourselves in communication with their spiritual physicians, 
and most cordially and earnestly do they respond; and in cases that have been 
successfully treated, we are in a great measure indebted to the efforts of the clergy 
of our Borough. 

The Board of Inebriety. — The Board of Inebriety of our city has rendered us 
most efficacious aid in the treatment of that class of delinquents addicted to the 
excessive use of alcoholic intoxicants, and subjects we have sent to the Board have 
invariably been returned to us restored to their normal condition, thereby enabling 
them to aid in the support of their families. 

Charitable Agencies. — To the Brooklyn Bureau of Charities, the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society, the United Jewish Aid Society, the Society for Improving the 
Condition of the Poor, the Salvation Army, the Hearst newspapers and the Evening 
Mail newspaper we are greatly indebted for the immediate aid given our supplicants 
in feeding the hungry, clothing the naked and housing the ejected during the period 
when the purse was scant and employment in abeyance. Many a wife and child of 
the delinquent husband and father who came under our jurisdiction has been suc- 
cored by their generosity, and to each of them we owe a debt of thanks for the help 
thus given in the administration of our duties. 

Labor Bureau. — To the many employers of labor who have responded to our re- 
quest to aid us in the reclamation of families who come within our sphere by giving 
emplo3rment to the heads of families who were summoned to our court for non-support, 
we are especially grateful, and by their generous response to our requests many a 
family has been reunited, their lives made happy and society benefited. 



Famiues Reunited. 

Believing, as we do, that the life of the nation is in the strength of the family 
unit, we address ourselves to our utmost capacity to reunite the separated husband 
and wife, wherein we believe it wise to do so. To that end, we attend court each 
Monday evening during the year and invite conference, with the hope in mind that 
the difference may be settled and reconciliation effected. During the year 1915, 204 
of the 2,600 cases, or 8 per cent, of the causes commenced, have been thus settled and 
the families reunited. 

Results. 

The convalescents — the patients under orders of the court who paid $122,650 for 

the support of their families during the year 1915. 
The full recoveries — the 204 families reunited, living together and who have resumed 

normal conditions of family life. 



Parental Responsibility for School Attendance of Their Children. 

Chapter 464 of the Laws of 1914 amended section 494 of the Penal Law by con- 
ferring jurisdiction upon the Domestic Relations Courts in all prosecutions for 
violations of Chapter 699 of the Laws of 1910, entitled "An act to amend the Penal 
Law relative to the punishment of parents, guardians or other persons contributing 
to the delinquency and offenses of children." 
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Under this provision of law there were 206 prosecutions of parents for omitting 
to send their children to school. We endeavor to impress upon the parents that it 
is their duty to educate their children, advising them that illiteracy is more likely 
to lead to crime than education, and the more safeguards that can be thrown around 
the child the more likely a normal development will ensue, and therefore better 
citizenship will follow. 

Fines to the amount of $241 were imposed on parents who neglected to keep their 
children at school. In flagrant cases, imprisonment varying from two to thirty da3rs 
was imposed. That the efforts of the Magistrates sitting in this court to enforce 
school attendance is meeting the approbation of the Department of Education and 
the New York Child Labor Committee, the following extracts from communications 
received from Mr. John W. Davis, Director of the Bureau of Attendance of the 
Board of Education of the City of New York, and Mr. George A. Hall, Secretary 
of the New York Child Labor Committee, show. 

Mr. Davis writes under date of February 8, 1916 : 

"In reviewing the work of this Bureau for the past year, I feel that it is 
incumbent upon me to convey to you my deep appreciation of the splendid co- 
operation received from . . . the Magistrates in the Domestic Relations 
Court, as I believe that much of the success we have had in enforcing school 
attendance during the year is in a gjeat measure due to your disposition of the 
cases. . . . Moreover, parents and the public in general are impressed with 
the fact that children will not be permitted to remain away in defiance of the law 
without fear of punishment. The fines imposed and the reprimands given will 
go a long way towards making better citizens of both parents and children." 



Mr. Hall writes : 

"I desire to tell you how much pleased the members of my Committee arc 
to learn of the splendid support you are giving to the officials responsible for 
enforcing the school attendance law." 
The full text of the respective communications are hereto annexed. 



Table Analysis. 

Table A shows that the number of warrants issiied during the year 1915 on 
complaints filed during said year was 1770; the number of warrants executed, 1,373. 
Percentage of warrants executed, 77 per cent. 

The number of summonses issued was 1,558; the number of appearances on 
summonses, 998; percentage of appearances on summonses, 64 per cent The sum- 
monses issued out of the Domestic Relations Court are practically all served by 
mail. 

Table B shows that 2,488 persons responded on warrants and summonses issued 
out of this court, and appeared voluntarily, during the year 1915. 

Table C shows that the following dispositions were made: 

Dismissed 1,011 

Placed under probationary oversight 994 

Sentence suspended and defendant placed on probation 311 

Released on giving undertaking 94 

Committed to the Workhouse in default of giving undertaking. 98 
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Table D shows that there were 503 persons convicted in the Domestic Relations 
Court during the year 1915. The persons convicted were of the following ages: 

Between 16 and 20 years 5 or 1% 

Between 20 and 30 years 126 or 25% 

Between 30 and 40 years 152 or 30% 

40 and upwards 220 or 43% 

The color of the persons convicted was: 

White 488 or 97% 

Black 15 or 3% 

The nativity of the persons convicted was as follows: 

United States 234 or 46.5% 

Russia 92 or 18.0% 

Italy 94 or 18.6% 

Germany 21 or 4.0% 

Austria 16 or 3.0% 

Ireland 21 or 4.0% 

England 8 or 1.5% 

Scotland 5 or 1.0% 

Poland 5 or 1.0% 

Sweden 1 or 2% 

Finland 2 or .4% 

Norway 2 or .4% 

Table F shows the number of cases referred to the District Attorne3r's Office, 
Kings County, wherein it was alleged that the defendants had absconded to other 
states in order to avoid their obligations to support their minor children under 
sixteen years of age. 

Total number referred 12 

Number indicted 2 

Disposition : 

Convicted and sentence suspended 1 

Convicted and sentenced to prison 1 

Table G. shows no appeals taken. 

Table H shows the amount of money directed to be paid by orders of the 
Domestic Relations Court in this borough. There was received by the Probation 
Officers and the Department of Public Charities during the year 1915, $122,650.81. 

The policy of opening the court on Monday evenings throughout the year to re- 
ceive the sums ordered to be paid and to pay the same to the beneficiaries is still 
pursued, and as heretofore stated in our previous reports is proving most efficacious. 

EdWASO J. DOOLEY, 

Magistrate, 
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CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER 

CITY MAGISTRATES COURTS, SECOND DrV'lSION 

44 Court Street, Brooklyn 

Hon. Edward J. Doolev, 
City Magistrate, 

Domestic Relations Court. 
Brooklyn. 
Dear Sir: 

I respectfully beg to submit the following statistical report showing in detail the 
causes claimed to be responsible for family disunion in cases under the jurisdiction 
of the probation officers in the Domestic Relations Court during the year 1915: 

Affinity 8 

Intcmperan e 481 

Incompatibility 304 

Immorality 7 

Drugs 15 

Other women 89 

Jealousy 33 

Intolerable severity 23 

Out of work 95 

Religious difference 1 

Degeneracy 4 

Laziness 44 

Idleness 1 

Other men 28 

Forced marriages 30 

Mother-in-law 30 

Nomadic habits 1 

Gambling 9 

Disease (venereal) 9 



1,212 
Very respectfully, 

Archibald J. McKinny, 

Deputy Chief Probation Officer. 
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[Copy] 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Bureau of Attendance, 154-156 East 68th Street. 

John W. Davis, Director. 

George H. Chatfield, Assistant Director. 

February 8, 1916. 
Hon. Edward J. Dooley, 

Domestic Relations Court, 
Borough of Brooklyn. 

Dear Sir: 

In reviewing the work of this bureau for the past year, I feel that it is incum- 
bent upon me to convey to you my deep appreciation of the splendid cooperation re- 
ceived from yourself and the other magistrates in the Domestic Relations Court, as I 
believe that much of the success we have had in enforcing school attendance dur- 
ing the year is in a great measure due to your disposition of these cases. The con- 
centration of our court work and the prosecution of parents under section 494 of the 
penal law have been the means of saving a great deal of time for the attendance 
officers ; furthermore, the division supervisor, Mr. Charles T. Gartland, who has 
charge of the court cases, is enabled to direct the work more intelligently and syste- 
matically. Moreover, parents and the public in general are impressed with the fact 
that children will not be permitted to remain away from school in defiance of the 
law, without fear of punishment. The fines imposed and the reprimands given will 
go a long way towards making better citizens of both parents and children. 

Thanking you for your assistance, I am 

Very truly yours, 

John W. Davis, 

Director. 
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NEW YORK CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE 

105 East 22d Street. 

New York. February 15, 1916. 

Hon. Edward J. Dooley, 
City Magistrate, 

Domestic Relations Court, 
Brooklyn, N. Y, 

Dear Judge Dooley: 

Having noticed an account in the newspapers of your action in committing to 
jail the father of Helen Domkeuski, I desire to tell you how much pleased the mem- 
bers of my Commitee are to learn of this splendid support you are giving to the offi- 
cials responsible for enforcing the school attendance law. It is most gratifying 
to find that a number of our City Magistrates look at this question in an enlightened 
manner and recognize the importance of regular schooling, especially for children of 
foreign bom parents. If all our Magistrates were to handle similar cases in the same 
constructive manner I feel sure that truancy would soon be stamped out in this 
city. 

With best wishes for the continued success of your efforts in this direction, I 
beg to remain, on behalf of the Committee, 



Respectfully yours, 



George A. Hall, 

Secretary. 
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT, MANHATTAN 
Summary Jurisdiction Cases 



. . 

Offenses 


Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 




Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 


-J — 
Convicted 


-= — — 

Pending 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates: 
Abandonment and Non- 
Support 




479 
103 

"*4 
128 

.... 

1 

37 

304 


'eio 

676 

.... 

**96 

"io 
"4i 

239 


"si 

23 

"is 

.... 

5 

45 


3,523 
1,940 

7 

"22 
560 

1 

16 
20 

"2i6 
2,506 


398 
80 

"4 
110 

.... 

"32 
259 


.... 
"'2 

"io 




Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Disorderly Conduct 

Drug Users 


4,i33 

2,616 

7 

1 

22 

656 




Fortune Telling 




Insanity 




Intoxication 




Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 




Prostitution, Tenement 
House Act 


1 
16 
30 

'25i 
2,745 




Refilling Bottles 




Sabbath Breaking . . » 




Ungovernable Persons 

Vagrancy 


.... 


Others 








Total 


1,047 

66 
12 


1,057 
"9 


1,673 
2 

"io 
"ii 


173 

"s 


8,805 

64 
12 

"33 
■i22 


884 
"4 


13 
"29 


1 


Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates Sitting as Courts 
OF Special Sessions: 
Cruelty to Animals 




Highway Law 




Hotel Law 




Railroad Law 






Sanitary Law 


43 
'i36 




Tenement House Law 

Others 








Total 


257 


9 


26 


5 


231 


4 


29 
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Cases Examined for Special Sessions and Grand Jury 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Misdemeanor Cases Ex- 
amined BY Magistrates: 

Adultery , 

Assault 

Burglars' Tools , 

Cocaine Law 

Conspiracy 

Cruelty to Children 

Dangerous Weapons , 

Dental Law 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Election Law 

Excise Law 

Exposure of Person 

Gambling 

Gambling House 

Highway Law 

Impairing Morals of Minors, 

Larceny 

Malicious Mischief 

Medical Law 

Obscene Literature 

Opium Law 

Pharmacy Law 

Railroad Law 

*Sanitary Law 

Secreting Mortgaged Prop- 
erty 

Selling Firearms to Minors . , 

Selling Liquor to Minors . . . . 

Trade Mark Law 

Others 



Total. 



1 

113 

2 

2 



15 

3 

13 

147 



112 

8 

28 

2 

63 

2 

343 

27 



30 
1 

ii 

74 



3 
624 



1,624 



3 
10 



11 
2 
1 



10 



15 



1 
40 



12 
3 

10 
118 

m 

8 
20 

"48 
2 

254 
9 

"29 

1 

2 
73 



2 
527 



6 

i 
io 

ii 



73 
2 



3 
29 

io 

"8 

2 

15 

89 
18 



1 
97 



60 



1,263 



43 



361 



17 



' Sanitary Law figures are for last six months only. 
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Offenses 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Fe- 
male 




Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Abandoning Child 

Abduction , 

Abortion 

Arson 



Assault i 327 



Attempted Suicide. 

Bigamy 

Blackmail 

Bribery 

Burglary 

Cocaine Law 

Crime Against Nature. . 

Dangerous Weapons 

Election Law 

Extortion 

Forgery 

Fugitive from Justice . . . 

Gambling 

Homicide 

Kidnapping 

Larceny 

Libel 

Malicious Mischief 

Narcotics 

Perjury 

Rape 

Receiving Stolen Goods. 

Robbery 

Seduction 

Others 



Total. 



Total Disposition of Cases 



Offenses 


Male 


Female 


— 

Total 


Summary Jurisdiction Cases 


10,735 1,066 
3,325 113 


11,801 


Cases Examined for Higher Courts 


3,428 






Total 


14,060 1 17Q 


15,239 
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SECOND DISTRICT COURT, MANHATTAN 
Summary Jurisdiction Cases 



Offenses 


Total 

Disposition 

of Cases 


Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 


Convicted 


Pending 




Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 

male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates: 
Abandonment and Non- 
Supoort 




'*69 

345 

1 

6 

9 

401 

'"8 
20 
56 

366 


" i 

541 
627 

1 

"3 
131 

14 

'is 

"23 
261 


"26 
73 

'■3 

2 

41 

"io 

11 

87 


3,876 

1,883 

5 

1 

15 

570 

33 

7 

62 

'i36 
3,092 


"49 

272 

1 

3 

7 

360 

"'8 
10 
45 

279 


"2 
"2 

* "i 




Compulsory Education Law . 

Corporation Ordinances 

Disorderly Conduct 

Drug Users 


1 

4,417 

2,510 

6 

1 

18 

701 


.... 


Fortune Telling 




Insanity 




Intoxication 




Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 




Prostitution, Tenement 
House Act 


47 

7 

77 

*i59 
3,353 




Refilling Bottles 




Sabbath Breaking 




Ungovernable Persons 

Vagrancy 


.... 


Others 


1 






Total 


11,297 

59 

16 

.... 

75 

363 


1,281 

ii 

' 5 


1,617 

'7 
'29 


247 
**3 


9,680 

59 

14 

.... 

68 

'334 


1,034 

'"8 
"5 


6 

"72 


2 


Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates Sitting as Courts 
OF Special Sessions; 
Cruelty to Animals 




Highway Law 




Hotel Law 

Railroad Law 




Sanitary Law 




Tenement House Law 

Others 


"2 






Total 


514 


16 


38 


3 


476 


13 


22 


2 
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Cases Examined for Special Sessions and Grand Jury 



Offenses 


Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 


Held 


Discharged 

or 
Dismissed 


Pending 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Pe- 

male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Misdemeanor Cases Ex- 
amined BY Magistrates: 

Adultery 

Assault 


"96 
4 
6 

"24 
31 

"47 
156 

1 
226 

4 
10 

"47 

3 

386 

7 
1 
8 

"i 
99 

"*i 

963 


"3 

" i 

"27 
46 

"i2 

"53 
1 

"ii 

"i5 


"38 
2 
4 

"2i 

28 

"37 
147 

213 
4 
3 

"ii 

3 
273 

1 
1 
6 

"i 

99 

"*i 

892 


"'2 
.... 

"26 
43 

"ii 

"42 

1 

"ii 
"ii 


"67 
2 

1 

"3 
3 

"io 

8 

"i2 

"7 

"6 

'ii3 

6 

"2 
"ei 


"7 
2 

"ii 
.... 


"2 
"2 

"*i 

1 
.... 




Burglars* Tools 




Cocaine Law 




Conspiracy 

Cruelty to Children 

Dangerous Weapons 

Dental Law 

Disorderly House 


"'2 


Drugs, Habit Forming 

Election Law 




Excise Law 




Exposure of Person 




Gambling 




Gambling House 

Highway Law 

Impairing Morals of Minors. 
Larceny 




Malicious Mischief 




Medical Law 




Obscene Literature 




Opium Law 

Pharmacy Law 

Railroad Law 




•Sanitary Law 




Secreting Mortgaged Prop- 
erty 

Selling Firearms to Minors. . 

Selling Liquor to Minors 

Trade Mark Law 




Others 


1 






Total 


2,107 


168 


1,816 


146 


291 


23 


9 


6 







^Sanitary Law figures are for last six months only. 
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Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 

male 



Held 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 



Abandoning Child 

Abduction 

Abortion 

Arson 

Assault 

Attempted Suicide 

Bigamy 

Blackmail 

Bribery 

Burglary 

Cocaine Law 

Crime Against Nature. . 

Dangerous Weapons 

Election Law 

Extortion 

Forgery 

Fugitive from Justice. . . 

Gambling 

Homicide 

Kidnapping 

Larceny 

Libel. 

Malicious Mischief 

Narcotics 

Perjury 

Rape 

Receiving Stolen Goods. 

Robbery 

Seduction 

Others 



Total. 



5 
7 
2 
5 
317 
61 



4 

3 

345 



17 

99 



16 
15 
61 
25 
13 

*5i6 



8 

15 

1 

40 

46 

196 

5 

105 



1,921 



1 

1 

12 



134 



4 
5 

"5 

125 

3 

'"4 

2 

234 

""5 
86 

"io 

9 
30 
19 
11 

275 



19 
17 
74 
2 
18 



16 



1 
2 
2 

*i92 
58 



1 
111 

"12 
13 

"*6 

6 

31 

6 

2 

'235 

"2 

15 

1 

21 

29 

122 

3 

87 



3 
"4 

io 
43 



21 



1 
1 

ii 



963 



39 



958 



95 



Total Disposition of Cases 



Offenses 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Summary Jurisdiction Cases 


14,497 
3,987 


1,657 
295 


16,154 


Cases Examined for Higher Courts 


4,282 






Total 


18,484 


1.952 


20,436 
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THIRD DISTRICT COURT, MANHATTAN 
Summary Jurisdiction Cases 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Convicted 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates: 
Abandomnent and Non- 
Support 6 

Compulsory Education Law. 2 

Corporation Ordinances 2,323 

Disorderly Conduct 2,052 

Drug Users 34 

Fortune Telling 2 

Insanity I 14 

Intoxication ' 477 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 

Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 40 

Refilling Bottles 27 

Sabbath Breaking 19 

Ungovernable Persons .... 

Vagrancy 90 

Others 3,730 



Total. 



Offenses Tried by Magis- 
trates Sitting as Courts 



372 

153 

4 

5 

5 

172 



1 

32 

14 

631 



1 

2 

306 

597 

25 

1 

"82 



69 

45 

3 

1 
20 



29 
283 



8.816 1,389 ! 1,340 250 



12 

3 

97 



2,017 

1.455 

9 

14 
395 



31 
27 
14 

61 
3,447 



7,476 1,139 



303 

108 
1 
5 
4 

152 



1 

20 

11 

534 



of Special Sessions: 
Cruelty to Animals 


6 


1 ' 
6 


Highway Law 


1 








t 


;; '"6 1 :: 




Hotel Law 




Railroad Law 

Sanitary Law 


'■'6 
.... 
272 




. .. . 2 


Tenement House Law 

Others 








272 




•-4 :::: 
















Total 


285 








285 




4 


2 
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Violation Compulsory Education Law 



Discharged 

Cancelled 

Fines Paid 

Pending 

Total 



Male 


Female 


Total 


46 


12 


58 


2 


1 


3 


1 


2 


3 


7 


1 


8 


56 


16 


72 



TABLE "C" 



Male 



Showing the disposition of Court Summonses for vio- 
lating Sec tion 685 of the Greater New York Charter 
— (abandonment and non-support.) 

Total number of directions for support 

Total number discharged 

Total number of cases pending 

Showing the disposition of Court Summonses for vio- 
lating Section 683 of the Greater New York Charter 
— (non-support of children and poor people.) 

Total number of directions for support 

Total number discharged 

Total number of cases pending 

Showing the disposition of warrants of arrest for vio- 
lating Section 685 of the Greater New York Charter 
— (abandonment and non-support.) 

Total number of orders for support 

Total number dischargcxi 

Total number pending 

Showing the disposition of warrants of arrest for vio- 
lating Section 683 of the Greater New York Charter 
— (non-support of children and poor persons.) 

Total number of orders for support 

Total number discharged 

Total number pending 

Total 




Total 



154 

214 

14 



190 

42 

5 



39 
1 
1 



787 



154 

214 

14 



64 j 


3 


67 


55 


3 


58 


8 ' 




8 



190 

42 

5 



39 
1 
1 



793 
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TABLE "D" 



Male 



Female 



Total 



Showing the disposition of all cases where orders for 
support were made for violations of Sections 683 
and 685 of the Greater New York Charter. 

Total number committed to Workhouse 

Total number bailed 

Total number on probation 

Total number discharged 

Total number pending 



Showing the disposition of all summons cases where 
directions were made for violation of the above. 

Total number of directions for support 

Total number discharged 

Total number pending 



Total. 



36 

35 

158 

43 

6 



218 

269 

22 



787 



36 

35 

158 

43 

6 



221 

272 

22 



793 



TABLE "E" 




Total 



Showing the number of persons discharged uncondition- 
ally from the Workhouse before the expiration of 
six months sentence, at the wife's request — (viola- 
tion of Section 685 of the Greater New York 
Charter) 

Showing the number of persons discliarged uncondition- 
ally from the Workhouse before expiration of the 
six months sentence for non-support of children 
and poor relatives — (violation of Section 683 of the 
Greater New York .Charter) 

Number of persons released on probation after commit- 
ment to Workhouse 

Number of cases in which the original order was modi- 
fied 

Number of revocations of probation and commitment to 
Workhouse 



2 

5 

5 

24 



Total amount collected on account of fines $7 .00 
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT, 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN 



The fdlowing named City Magistrates have officiated at this Court during the year: 



Edward J. Dooley 
John C. McGuire 
Jambs J. Conway 
John J. Walsh 
John A. Leach 
Joseph Fitch 
Alfred E. Steers 



O. Grant Esterbrook 
Joseph B. Handy 
Alexander H. Geismar 
George H. Folwell 
John Naumer 
Charles J. Dodd 
A. V. B. Voorhees 



TABLE A 

Showing the whole number of complaints made and the total nimaber of warrants 
and stmimonses issued thereon as well as the disposition of the same at the Domestic 
Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 31, 1915: 





Male 


Female 


Total 


rinmnlftinti? taken and warrants isstted 


1,757 

1,374 
112 
271 


13 
13 


1,770 
1,387 


Disposition — 

Total number executed 


Total number withdrawn 


112 


Total number unexecuted ,-.,,,..- 


271 






Total 


1,757 

1,460 
4 


13 

98 


1,770 


Complaints taken and summonses issued 


1,558 
4 


Issu^ 1914, returnable in 1915 






Total 


1,464 

998 
84 
90 

275 
17 


98 
98 


1,562 

1,096 
84 


Disposition — 

Number appeared on summonses r 


Number withdrawn 


Dismissed, neither party appearing 


90 


Warrant is>sued. no aooearance d^endants 


275 


Issued 1916, returnable 1916 


17 






Total 


1,464 


98 


1,562 
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TABLE "A" (Supplementary) 

Showing the whole number of warrants and summonses issued for defendants who 
had violated the conditions of probation or parole, and the disposition of the same at the 
Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending Derember 31, 
1915: 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Total number of warrants issued .... 




712 

627 
10 
75 


6 
6 


718 


Disposition — 

Total number executed 

Jotal number withdrawn 





633 
10 


Total number unexecuted 




75 








Total 


712 
160 

116 

8 
35 

1 


6 

1 
1 


718 


Total number of summonses issued 

Total number appeared 


161 
117 


Total number withdrawn 


8 


Warrants issued, defendants not 
Dismissed, neither party appeari 


appearing 

ng 


35 

1 


Total 


160 


1 


161 









TABLE "B" 

Showing the whole number of persons arraigned at the Domestic Relations Cotirt, 
Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 31, 1915. 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 

Section 683 

Charter 


Violation 
Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Persons arrested with- 
out process 

Persons arrested by 
warrant 


3 

1,323 

773 




1 

3 

14 


1 


1 

47 


13 
98 


5 
1,387 


Persons appeared on 
summonses 


211 


1,096 


Total 










2.099 


1 


18 
12 


1 


259 
25 


111 

4 


2.488 


Cases pending January 
1, 1915 


297 


339 






Total 


2,396 


1 


30 


1 


284 


115 


2,827 
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TABLE "C" 

Showing the whole number of cases disposed of and the final disposition of the same 
at the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 
31, 1915: 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 

Section 683 

Charter 


VfOLATION 

Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 




Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Dismissed 


795 
988 

234 

29 

82 
268 


1 


8 

5 

• 

2 
15 


1 140 
1 

' 49 


66 

26 

6 

2 
15 


1,011 


Placed under proba- 
tionary oversight . . . 

Sentence suspended 
and placed on pro- 
bation 


994 
311 


Released on giving 
bonds to support, or 
on payment of fines . 

Committed in default 
of giving bonds, or 
of payment of fines . 

Cases pending January 
1, 1916 




59 

14 
21 


94 

98 
319 






1 




Total 


2,396 1 


30 


1 1 284 ; 115 


2,827 

















The number of abandonment cases dismissed as shown in the above table include 
204 cases which were withdrawn, the parties having settled their differences. 

The following table shows the number of cases pending each year, and the reasons 
therefor: 





1910 


■ 
1911 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Total 


Rearrest warrants is- 
sued, defendants not 
apprehended 

Cases adjourned on 
application of com- 
plainants or on 
recommendation of 
probation officers, 
defendants paying 
r^jularly 


40 


45 


43 

1 


26 


26 


28 

50 
61 


207 
51 


Cas^ adjourned for 
trial 


61 






Total 


40 


45 


44 


25 


26 


139 


319 







One bailed, held for Special Sessions. 

Total amount of fines collected during year, $241 .00. 
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TABLE "A" (Supplementary) 

Showing the whole number of warrants and summonses issued for defendants who 
had violated the conditions of probation or parole, and the disposition of the same at the 
Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending Derember 31, 
1915: 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Total number of warrants issued 


712 

627 
10 
76 


6 

6 


718 


Disposition — 

Total number executed 

Xotal number withdrawn 


633 
10 


Total number unexecuted 


75 






Total 


712 
160 
116 

i 

1 


6 
1 

1 


718 


Total number of summonses issued . 


161 


Total number appeared 


117 


Total number withdrawn 


8 


Warrants issued, defendants not appearing 

Dismissed, neither party appearing 


35 
1 






Total 


160 


1 


161 







TABLE "B" 

Showing the whole number of persons arraigned at the Domestic Relations Court, 
Borough of Brookljrn, during the year ending December 31, 1915. 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 

Section 683 

Charter 


Violation 
Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Persons arrested with- 
out process 


3 
1,323 




1 

3 

14 




1 




5 


Persons arrested by 
warrant 


1 ! 47 13 


1,387 


Persons appeared on 
summonses 


773 




1 
211 98 


1.096 














Total 


2.099 
297 


1 


18 
12 


1 


259 
25 


111 

4 


2,488 


Cases pending January 
1, 1915 


339 






Total 


2,396 


1 


30 


1 


284 


115 


2,827 



198 



Digitized by 



Google 



TABLE "C" 

Showing the whole number of cases disposed of and the final disposition of the same 
at the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 
31, 1915: 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 

Section 683 

Charter 


VfOLATION 

Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 




Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Dismissed 


795 
988 

234 

29 

82 
268 


1 


8 

5 

• 

2 
15 


1 1 140 
1 

.... ' 49 


66 
26 


1,011 


Placed under proba- 
tionary oversight . . . 

Sentence suspended 
and placed on pro- 
bation 


994 
311 


Released on giving 
bonds to support, or 
on payment of fines . 

Conmiitted in default 
of giving bonds, or 
of payment of fines. 

Cases pending January 


.... 1 1 
• 1 

59 6 

14 2 

1 

.... ' 21 15 


94 

98 
319 


* 




Total 


2,396 


1 


30 


1 284 115 


2,827 













The number of abandonment cases dismissed as shown in the above table include 
204 cases whi.h were withdrawn, the parties having settled their differences. 

The following table shows the number of cases pending each year, and the reasons 
therefor: 





1910 


1911 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Total 


Rearrest warrants is- 
sued, defendants not 
apprehended 

Cases adjourned on 
application of com- 
plainants or on 
recommendation of 
probation ofl&cers, 
defendants paying 
r?^ilftrly 


40 


46 


43 

1 


25 


26 


28 

50 
61 


207 
51 


Cas^ adjourned for 
trial 


61 






Total 


40 


45 


44 


25 


26 


139 


319 







One bailed, held for Special Sessions. 

Total amount of fines collected during year, $241 .00. 
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TABLE "D" 

Showing the Ages, Color and Nativity of All Persons Convicted at the Domestic 
Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 31, 1916. 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 
Section 683 

Charter 

• 


Violation 
Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Ages — 

Between 16 and 20.. 
Between 20 and 30. . 
Between 30 and 40. . 
40 and over 


4 

125 

127 

89 




"i 
.... 





"i4 
108 


1 

"ii 

22 


5 
126 
162 
220 






Total 

Nativity — 

United States 

Russia 

Italy 

Germany 

Ireland 

England 

Scotland 


345 

205 
54 
20 
16 
14 
8 

i 

1 

15 

1 
2 
2 










2 

1 

1 








122 

20 

29 

59 

4 

5 

.... 
4 


34 

8 

8 

15 

1 
2 


603 

234 
92 
94 
21 
21 
8 
6 


Norway 


2 


Sweden 


1 


Austria 


16 


Poland 


6 


Finland 


2 


Other Countries .... 


2 


Total 

Color — 
White 


345 

332 
13 




2 
2 




122 
122 


34 

32 
2 


603 
488 


Black 


16 






Total 


345 




2 




122 


34 


503 
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TABLE "D" (Supplementary) 

Showing the Ages, Color and Nativity of All Persons Convicted After Revocation of 
Probationary Oversight at the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the 
year ending December 31, 1915. 





Abandon- 
ment 


Violation 

Section 683 

Charter 


Violation 
Section 494 
Penal Law 


Total 




Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 




Ages — 
Between 16 and 20. . 
Between 20 and 30.. 
Between 30 and 40. . 
40 and over 


1 

56 
45 
30 


.... 


.... 





.... 





1 
56 
45 
30 


Total 

Color— 

White 


132 

126 
6 













132 
126 


Black 


6 






Total 

Nativity— 

United States 

Russia 


132 

77 

23 

11 

5 

5 




























132 

77 
23 


Italy 


11 


ZJ^ J 

Germany 


5 


Austria 


5 


Ireland 


4 


England 


4 


Sweden 


1 


Poland 


1 


Other countries 


1 


Total 


132 












132 
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Showing the Final 
Domestic Relations Court, 
1915: 



TABLE "E" 

ition Made by Each Magistrate Holding Court at the 
orough of Brooklyn, during the year ending December 31, 



_ 


Probationary 






Dismissed 


Oversight 


Convicted 


Total 


Edward J. Dooley 


653 


fi7Q i l'>2 


1,484 


0. Grant Esterbrook 


125 200 1 166 


491 


[oseph Fitch 


81 
53 


38 81 
22 31 


200 


ames T. Conwav 


106 


John A. Leach 


38 


m 16 


69 


^ oseph B. Handy 


24 , 1 ! 32 
13 1 26 , 7 

13 : 11 1 9 
5 1 1 3 
11 1 4 


57 


Alfred E. Steers 


46 


Alexander H. Geismar 


33 


John J. Walsh 


9 


Charles J. Dodd 


6 


A. V. B. Voorhees 


5 ' -.-. 


1 
1 


6 


John C. McGuire 






1 






Total 


1,011 


994 


603 


2,508 







TABLE "E" (Supplementary) 

Showing the final dispositions made by each magistrate of cases wherein the defendants 
had violated the conditions of probationary oversight, and in which trials were had, 
at the Domestic Relations Court, Borough of Brooklyn, during the year ending 
December 31, 1915: 



Sentence 
Suspended 



Released 
on Bonds 



Committed 

Default 

of Bonds 



Total 



Edward J. Dooley 

Joseph Fitch 

O. Grant Esterbrook. . 
James J. Conway .... 

Joseph B. Handy 

John A. Leach 

Alexander H. Geismar 

Alfred E. Steers 

Charles J. Dodd 

Total 



52 

12 

16 

4 



88 



10 



11 
8 
5 
1 
4 
2 
2 



34 



67 
22 
22 
6 
6 
4 
2 
2 
1 
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TABLE "F" 

Showing the whole number of cases referred to the Kings Coimty District Attorney by 
the Domestic Relations Court, wherein the defendants had absconded to other 
states, and the disposition of the same, during the year ending December 31, 1915. 



Total number of cases referred to District Attorney 


1 
1 




2 


12 


Total number of defendants indicted 




Total number convicted and sentence suspended 




Warrant unexecuted, fugitive from justice 








Total 


2 


2 


12 
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TABLE "G" 

Showing the whole number of appeals taken to the County Court from the Domestic 
Relations Court, and the disposition of the same, during the year ending December 
31, 1916. 

No appeals taken. 

Miscellaneous Dispositions 



Defendants discharged from Workhouse and placed on probation on application 
of complainants 

Convictions revoked, defendants discharged from Workhouse, on application of 
complainants 

Probationary oversight set aside, defendants discharged on withdrawal of pro- 
ceedings 

Probationary oversight set aside, defendant adjudged guilty and sentence sus- 
pended 

Probationary oversight set aside, defendants adjudged guilty and released upon 
giving bonds to support 

Probationary oversight set aside, defendants adjudged guilty and committed to 
the Workhouse in default of furnishing bonds to support 

Suspension of sentence revoked, defendants discharged on withdrawal of pro- 
ceedings 

Suspension of sentence revoked, defendants released upon giving bonds to support 

Suspension of sentence revoked and defendants committed to the Workhouse in 
default of furnishing bonds to support 

Defendants discharged from the Workhouse, having given imdertakings after 
commitment 

Defendants surrendered by bondsmen and released upon furnishing new bonds 
to support 

Order modified, bond canceled and defendant placed on probation 

Convictions revoked, defendants discharged, bonds canceled on applications of 
complainants 

Defendants discharged from Workhouse and placed on probation, application of 
complainants, conditions of violated, committed to Workhouse in default of 
furnishing bonds 

Defendants who had taken pledges to abstain from the use of intoxicating liquor for 
one year s 



38 
13 
175 
88 
10 
34 

17 

7 

58 

24 

1 
4 



1 
41 



TABLE ANALYSIS 



TABLE A 



Table A shows that the number of warrants issued during the year 1915 on complaints 

filed during said year was 1770; the number of warrants executed, 1,387. Percentage 

of warrants executed, 78.36%. 

The number of summonses issued was 1,558; the number of appearances on summonses, 

1,096. Percentage of appearances on summonses, 70.35%. The summonses issued 

out of the Domestic Relations Court are practically all served by mail. 



TABLE "B" 

Table B shows that 2,483 persons responded on warrants and summonses issued out of 
this court during the year 1915. 
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TABLE "C" 
Table C shows that the following dispositions were made: 



Dismissed 


1,011 or 40.31% 
994 or 39.63% 


Placed imder probationary oversight 


Sentence susoended and defendant olaced on orobation 


311 or 12.40% 


Released on giving undertaking 


94 or 3.76% 


Committed to the Workhouse m default of giving imdertaking 


98 or 3.91% 


Total 


2,608 or 100.00% 







TABLE "D" 

There were 603 persons convicted in the Domestic Relations Court during the year 1915. 
The persons convicted were of the following ages: 



Between 16 and 20 years 

Between 20 and 30 years 

Between 30 and 40 years 

40 and over 

Total 

The color of the persons convicted was: 

White 

Black 

Total 

The nativity of the persons convicted was as follows 

United States 

Italy 

Russia 

Germany 

Ireland 

Austria 

England 

Scotland 

Poland 

Norway 

Finland 

Sweden 

Other Countries 

Total 



6or 


.99% 


126 or 


26.05% 


162 or 


30.22% 


220 or 


43.74% 


603 or 


100.00% 


488 or 


97.02% 


16 or 


2.98% 


603 or 


100.00% 


234 or 


43.63% 
18.69% 
18.29% 
4.18% 
4.18% 
3.19% 
1.69% 


94 or 


92 or 


21 or 


21 or 


16 or 


8 or 


6 or 


.99% 


6 or 


.99% 


2 or 


.39% 
.39% 

!399S 


2 or 


lor 


2 or 


603 or 


100.00% 
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TABLE "F" 

Table F shows the number of cases referred to the District Attorney's Office, Kings County, 
wherein it was alleged that the defendants had absconded to other states in order 
to avoid their obligations to support their minor children under sixteen years of age. 



Total number so referred 

Number indicted 

Disposition: 

Convicted and sentence suspended. . ..... 

Warrant unexecuted, fugitive from justice 



12 
2 

1 
1 



TABLE "G" 

Table G shows the nimiber of appeals taken to the Coimty Court from the decisions of the 
Magistrates presiding in this Coiut during the year 1915. 
No appeals taken. 



TABLE "H" 

Showing the whole number of bonds executed at the Domestic Relations Court, and the 
total amount of money paid by defendants on probation, parole and bonds^ towards 
the support of their wives, children and poor relatives, during the year endmg Dec. 
31, 1915, through the Domestic Relations Court and the Department of Public 
Charities, Borough of Brooklyn. 



Total number of bonds executed 

Total amoimt of the bonds executed. 



80 
$18,875.00 



Month 



Collected from 
Defendants 

Having 

FiuTiished 

Bonds 



Collected from 

Defendants 

on 

Probation and 

Parole 



Total 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 
uly 

August 

September 

October , 

November 

December 

Totals 



$1,832.10 
1,610.50 
1,768.20 
1,698.70 
1,732.50 
1,601.00 
1,454.80 
1,491.50 
1,419.75 
1,790.50 
1,163.60 
1,781.40 



$7,369.77 
7,065.92 
8,600.94 
7,860.78 
8,165.40 
9,500.44 
8,444.32 
9,276.48 
8,942.70 
8,770.19 
9.962.84 
9,446.48 



$19,244.55 



$103,406.26 



$9,201.87 

8,576.42 

10,369.14 

9,559.48 

9,897.90 

11,101.44 

9.899.12 

10,767.98 

10,362.45 

10,560.69 

11,126.44 

11,227.88 



$122,650.81 
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT. BROOKLYN 



Offenses 


Total 

Disposition 

of Cases 


Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 


Held 

OR 

Convicted 


Pending 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Male 


Fe- 
male 


Cases Tried by Magistrates: 
Breach of Peace 


1,248 

729 
1,704 

3 

4 
158 

269 
492 
405 

317 

60 

16 

24 

83 

9 

187 

269 

212 
108 

9 
115 

5 

30 

186 

240 


173 

"33 
342 

254 

91 
54 

102 

48 

83 
1 

20 
4 
6 

'i59 
62 

20 
5 

"25 

"■4 
26 

55 


180 

3i 
20 

1 

9 
43 
43 

87 
9 

"'7 
2 

43 
64 

114 
31 

1 
53 

3 
12 

58 

11 


55 

"3 
44 
13 

"24 
27 

67 
.... 

1 

is 

3 

12 
1 

"is 

"'2 
16 

3 


1,068 

698 
1,684 

3 

3 
158 

260 
449 
362 

230 

51 

16 

17 

81 

9 

144 

205 

98 
77 

8 
62 

2 
18 

229 


118 

"33 
339 

210 

78 
54 

"78 
21 

16 
1 

19 
3 
6 

'i44 
59 

8 
4 

"i2 

"2 
10 

52 


3 

"'2 

1 
"5 

.... 

1 

"2 
2 

13 


2 


Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 




Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 




Prostitution, Tenement 
House Act 




•Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless 
Driving 





Vagrancy 


2 


Others 


1 


Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined' BY Magistrates: 
Assault 




Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 


i 


Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 




GambHng 

Larceny 

Others 


2 
2 


Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 


2 


Burglary 




Gambling 




Larceny 




Narcotics 




Robber}'' 




Others 




Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions: 


12 


Total 


6,882 1.567 


822 


300 


6,060 


1,267 


30 


24 











' Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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SECOND DISTRICT COURT. BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

*Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



1,021 

832 
672 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



3 

248 

34 

33 

445 



311 

70 

3 

' ei 

1 
152 
511 



132 
54 



126 

' i9 
94 



30 



6 
105 



202 

40 
1 



20 



72 

i 

2 



819 

792 
671 



57 176 
2 10 

4 
1 
5 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



47 

1 

39 

133 



208 



9 
122 



13 

1 



16 



34 



Total. 



5,011 



691 



1 

54 

24 



77 
11 

18 

1 

13 

35 



28 



723 



3 

228 

34 
1 25 

I 441 



45 



6 
19 



135 

60 

3 

"60 

1 

98 

487 



54 

"is 

92 , 



30 



5 

88 



12 
2 
4 
1 
3 

"3 
103 



188 



55 
43 


6 




"29 


"'6 


.... 


"26 
98 


"9 


■' 1 


180 


29 


4 


4,288 


503 


19 



1 
i 

2 
10 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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FIFTH DISTRICT COURT. BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

♦Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagfrancy 

Others 



2,744 

17 

2.288 

951 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

GambHng 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



9 
331 

61 

228 

1.130 



1,004 

104 

13 

28 

148 

1 

342 

964 



247 

86 

3 

191 
64 
42 

308 



889 



419 

4 

119 

138 



2 

170 

1 

34 

480 



111 
1 
6 

"9 

"56 
408 



11 
2 
2 

27 
3 

'33 



206 



538 
10 
68 
10 



9 
2 

3 

67 
95 



586 

13 

1 

8 

4 

*i79 
156 



150 

68 

2 

95 

7 

19 

106 



51 



278 
4 
5 
2 



14 
55 



92 



39 
11 



7 
26 

"7 

10 



2,206 

7 

2,220 

941 



329 

48 

161 

1.035 



418 
91 
12 
20 

144 
1 

163 

808 



97 
18 
1 
96 
57 
23 
202 



838 



141 

iii 

136 



1 
167 

1 

20 
425 



19 
1 
6 



11 
397 



4 
2 
2 

7 
3 

26 



196 



Total. 



12,183 



2,236 



2,247 



549 



9,936 



1,687 



2 
1 
1 
1 



19 



2 

i 

1 

i 



12 



42 



27 



• Sanitary Code figures are for the last five months only. 
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SIXTH DISTRICT COURT, BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 

Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

*Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 

Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 

Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narc otics 

Robbery , 

Others 

Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 

Total 



1,846 

1,659 
1,045 



220 

113 
119 
600 



506 

45 

1 

61 

142 

6 

232 

598 



139 

144 
2 

121 
74 
22 

166 



528 



223 

'i64 
129 



58 



43 
105 



51 
2 
9 
4 

10 

"23 
101 



2 

3 

2 

14 

11 

1 

35 



84 



348 

**66 
11 



7 
22 
80 



274 
5 

"i6 
1 

"92 
95 



60 
23 

'56 
9 
5 

66 



29 



117 

"7 

1 



11 
29 



34 
1 
1 



16 

8 



22 



1,498 

1,503 
1,034 



219 

106 

97 

520 



232 

40 

1 

45 

141 

6 

140 

503 



79 

121 

2 

71 

65 

17 

100 



499 



106 

"97 
128 



58 



32 
76 



17 

1 
8 
4 
9 

"7 
93 



2 

2 

11 

11 

1 

13 



79 



10 



8,291 



1,016 



1,251 



260 



7,040 



756 



36 



5 
13 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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SEVENTH DISTRICT COURT, BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

•Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



800 

l*29i 
401 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny , 

Others 



120 

959 

46 

647 



266 
29 

1 
14 

78 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



139 
505 



102 
114 



65 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



7 
83 



455 



298 

iio 

69 



33 

8 

11 

122 



34 

"3 
2 
1 

io 

81 



7 

"i7 
"i4 



50 



239 

"76 
3 



16 
12 
56 



145 
6 



60 
33 



48 
24 

32 

"4 
42 



32 



227 

"*6 
3 



1 

4 
38 



19 



3 
11 



561 

l',2i5 
398 



120 

943 

34 

591 



121 
23 

1 
14 
72 

"79 
472 



54 
90 

33 

"3 
41 



423 



71 

'164 
66 



33 

7 

7 

84 



15 

"3 
2 
1 

"7 
70 



12 



44 



Total. 



6.122 



871 



834 



336 



5,288 



535 



24 



• Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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EIGHTH DISTRICT COURT, BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- Male ' Fe- 
male I male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 

Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

♦Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



1,176 

2 

364 

279 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drujgs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



Total. 



101 

277 

96 

170 



251 

18 
10 

3 
62 

7 

78 

256 



45 

41 

6 

45 



6 
82 



220 



3,695 



236 

"i2 
69 



70 

4 
35 
55 



54 i 

"2 
2 
4 

ii 
94 



14 

"2 

8 



83 



755 



185 
1 

41 
3 



7 

19 
39 



155 
2 



2 
24 
51 



29 
13 

1 
24 

3 
39 



32 



146 



991 

1 

323 

276 



90 

12 
66 



ioo I "76 



10 

8 



40 

i 

1 



9 
21 



4 
"8 

14 



270 

77 
131 



96 
16 I 
10 

1 ! 
62 1 



205 ' 



16 

28 

5 

21 

'3 
43 



188 



673 265 



2,922 



4 
25 
47 



14 

i 

1 
4 

"2 
73 



10 

"2 



490 



23 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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NINTH DISTRICT COURT. BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law, 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

♦Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault , 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



1,895 

'667 
778 

10 

1 
130 

80 
107 
358 



380 

50 

4 

1 

154 
2 

214 

328 



143 
71 



92 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



38 
130 



167 



509 

"si 

96 



41 



12 



49 
1 
3 



8 
195 



6 
"*7 
32 

40 



Total. 



5,800 



1.159 



523 

"78 
8 



1 
1 

8 
18 
18 



214 
9 
1 



63 
123 



80 
11 

32 

"9 
56 



19 



397 

"26 
1 



1,275 



3 

28 



37 



6 
152 



3 
*5 

26 



682 



1,372 

689 
770 



129 

72 

89 

340 



166 

41 

3 

1 

154 
2 

151 

205 



63 
60 

60 

'29 
74 



148 



112 

'3i 
95 



41 



9 
70 



12 

1 
2 



2 

43 



3 
"2 
■*6 

38 



4.525 



477 



24 



' Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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TENTH DISTRICT COURT, BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication , 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 

Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act , 

•Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



904 

l',23i 
223 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny , 

Narcotics 

Robbery , 

Others 



2 
419 

107 

47 

1,054 



672 
29 
15 
63 
79 
31 
139 
726 



101 

89 
9 

77 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



28 
200 



701 



269 

'263 
39 



220 

2 

11 

141 



131 

"3 

4 

3 

5 

13 

426 



2 
37 



401 



254 

"59 

7 



2 
10 

2 

19 

108 



460 

2 

2 

9 

5 

16 

57 

41 



50 

13 

5 

43 

*i4 
70 



41 



160 

"21 

2 



3 
30 



98 

' i 



12 

7 



1 

14 



650 

l,i72 
216 



409 

105 

28 

948 



212 
27 
13 
54 
74 
15 
82 

685 



51 

76 

4 

34 

'i4 
130 



660 



109 

'i82 
37 



217 

2 

8 

111 



33 

' *3 
3 
3 
5 
1 

419 



1 
23 



394 



Total. 



6,946 



1,921 



1,287 



364 



5,659 



1,557 



10 

2 

"4 



48 



2 
8 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT, QUEENS 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law , 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

*Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 

Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming ,. . 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



609 

39 

376 

184 



132 

150 

55 

431 



140 
22 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



Total. 



49 

6 

67 

134 



45 
21 

1 
24 



78 

"e 

41 



1 

2 

1 

3 

74 



33 

"i 



2 
52 



34 



2,573 



232 





135 


1 




37 


3 


2i 

1 


375 


53 



105 

21 

25 

3 



15 
18 
56 



76 
2 



10 

i2 I 
•22 , 



22 .... 
10 1 



40 



504 

18 

351 

181 



129 



45 

5 
41 



472 



64 
20 



39 

6 , 
55 
112 



23 
18 

'i4 

"2 
12 



26 



2.101 



163 



10 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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SECOND DISTRICT COURT, QUEENS. 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

•Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



317 i 

1 

263 

83 



23 

43 

25 

779 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



132 I 

6 

1 

3 

22 



Felony Cases Examined by j 
Magistrates: I 

Assault 1 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



28 
92 



35 

28 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



Total. 



16 



6 
68 



29 



1,999 



69 

1 
7 
9 



6 
260 



19 



2 
11 



97 
1 

34 
3 



8 

4 

15 

143 



79 
2 
1 
1 
5 

io 

33 



21 
6 



4 
19 



388 



498 



40 
1 



3 
29 



12 



220 

229 
80 ' 



14 
22 



2 
49 



24 



97 



1,501 



19 

*7 
9 



i5 


.... 


39 




10 


2 


636 


231 



53 


7 




3 


i 




3 , . 


2 




17 


1 




is 






59 


6 





291 



12 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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THIRD DISTRICT COURT. QUEENS 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

•Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



69 

iis 

3 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault , 

Burglary , 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery , 

Others 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



10 

35 

1 

63 



28 



2 
8 
1 
5 
47 



3 

13 

1 

9 

"'2 
13 



37 



37 
2 



3 

1 
36 



25 



2 
20 



2 

*i 
"i 

18 



6 
26 

18 



1 

5 

10 



35 

ioo 

3 



10 

29 

1 

43 



10 

*8 
"37 



2 

12 

1 

4 



35 



12 

"7 
2 



2 

1 
33 



18 



18 



Total. 



463 



137 



128 



39 



335 



10 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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FOURTH DISTRICT COURT. QUEENS 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

*Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 



893 

l',i39 
196 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderiy House , 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law , 

Gambling , 

Larceny , 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary , 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics , 

Robbery 

Others 



11 

140 

48 
677 



225 

7 

3 

20 

83 

1 

115 

537 



62 

60 

4 

38 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



14 
104 



64 



134 

"23 
26 



6 

10 

155 



15 

"*3 

1 
11 

"is 

180 



1 

19 



324 

"94 
6 



14 

27 

171 



138 
2 

"7 
9 

"52 
76 



33 
14 

'21 

"2 
31 



85 

"4 
1 



1 

4 

31 



15 
9 



14 



569 

1,045 
190 



11 

126 

21 

506 



87 
5 
3 

13 

74 
1 

63 
461 



29 

36 

4 

17 

12 
73 



63 



49 

'i9 
25 



4 

6 

124 



3 
1 
9 

"3 
171 



Total. 



4,431 



629 



1,022 



180 



3,409 



449 



31 



• Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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FIRST DISTRICT COURT, RICHMOND 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Offenses 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Pending 



Fe- Male 
male 



Fe- 
male 



502 

"i47 
69 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement i 
House Act 

•Sanitary Code (Misd.) , 132 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 3 

Vagrancy 20 

Others ! 1C9 



Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 



Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 



Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 



Total. 



125 

10 

2 

1 

6 



34 
156 



37 

7 



16 



9 
33 



177 



1,595 



30 

"2 
10 



86 



16 
1 

1 



3 
52 



1 
"3 

107 



105 

is 

2 



320 



1 

1 

25 



74 
2 



18 
60 



18 
1 



3 
2 

12 

i 



2 , 
23 



349 



77 



397 

'i32 
67 



130 

2 
19 

84 



51 

8 
2 
1 
5 

ie 

96 



19 
6 



5 
27 



171 



1,246 



1 
10 



83 



1 
29 



1 
105 



243 



11 



♦ Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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SIXTH DISTRICT COURT, BROOKLYN 



Offenses 



Total 

Disposition 

OF Cases 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Discharged 

OR 

Dismissed 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Held 

OR 

Convicted 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Pending 



Male 



Fe- 
male 



Cases Tried by Magistrates: 

Breach of Peace 

Compulsory Education Law. 

Corporation Ordinances 

Intoxication 

Prostitution, Soliciting and 
Loitering 

Prostitution, Tenement 

House Act 

*Sanitary Code (Misd.) 

Speeding and Reckless Driv- 
ing 

Vagrancy 

Others 

Misdemeanor Cases Exam- 
ined BY Magistrates: 

Assault 

Dangerous Weapons 

Disorderly House 

Drugs, Habit Forming 

Excise Law 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Others 

Felony Cases Examined by 
Magistrates: 

Assault 

Burglary 

Gambling 

Larceny 

Narcotics 

Robbery 

Others 

Cases Tried by Magistrates 
Sitting as Courts of 
Special Sessions 

Total 



1.846 

1,559 
1,045 



220 

113 
119 
600 



506 

45 

1 

61 

142 

6 

232 

698 



139 

144 
2 

121 
74 
22 

166 



528 



223 

ioi 

129 



58 



43 
105 



51 
2 
9 
4 

10 

'23 
101 



2 

3 

2 

14 

11 

1 

35 



84 



348 

'56 
11 



7 
22 
80 



274 
5 

"i6 
1 

"92 
95 



60 
23 

'so 

9 

5 

66 



29 



117 

"*7 
1 



11 
29 



34 
1 
1 



16 

8 



2 
1 

"3 
*22 



1,498 

1.563 
1,034 



219 

106 

97 

520 



232 

40 

1 

45 

141 

6 

140 

503 



79 

121 

2 

71 

65 

17 

100 



499 



106 

"97 
128 



58 



32 
76 



17 
1 

8 
4 
9 

"7 
93 



2 

2 

11 

11 

1 

13 



79 



10 



8,291 



1.016 



1.251 



260 



7,040 



756 



36 



5 
13 



* Sanitary Code figures are for last five months only. 
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REPORT SHOWING THE NUMBER OP CASES ARRAIGNED AND TRIED 
AT THE CHIEF CITY MAGISTRATE'S COURT, 300 MULBERRY STREET, 
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN, DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31. 1915 

Chief City Magistrate, William McAdoo, officiated at this Court 
during the period aforesaid. 



Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police Without 
Process 


34 
31 


7 
1 


41 


Number of Persons Arrested by Warrant 


32 






Total 


65 


8 


73 









Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held or Convicted 


64 
1 


8 


72 


Number of Cases Pending 


1 






Total 


65 


8 


73 









Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Released upon Bail for Trial at 
Special Sessions 


41 
2 

2 
1 

5 
13 


1 

3 

1 

i 

2 


42 


Number of Persons Committed as Vagrants 


5 


Number of Persons Committed to Commissioners of 
Public Charities as Insane 


3 


Number of Persons Committed to Workhouse 


1 


Number of Persons Committed to City Prison 


1 


Number of Persons Committed to Metropolitan Hos- 
pital 


7 


Number of Persons Committed to Warwick Farm 


13 


Total 


64 


8 


72 







Final Disposition of All Offenses 



Offenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Drug Habitue 

PubUc Nuisance 

Insanity 




•• 


19 
29 

2 
10 

2 

1 
1 


3 
1 
1 

3 


i 


•• 


22 

31 

3 


Medical Law 

Vagrancy 


10 
5 


Violation Education 
Law 


1 


Others 


1 






Total 


•• 


•• 


64 

■ 


8 


1 




73 
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Nativity of All Persons Held for Trial 



Offenses 


United 
States 


Italy 


Russia 


Greece 


Other 
Countr's 


Total 


Drug Habitue 


20 

15 

2 

1 
4 

1 
1 


2 

i 


2 
2 

1 
1 


5 


ii 

2 

1 


22 


Puhlif^ Nuisance 


30 


Insanity 


3 


Medical Law 


10 


Vagrancy 


5 


Violation Education Law 

Others 


1 
1 






Total 


44 


3 


6 


5 


14 


72 







Ages of All Persons Held for Trial 



Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Between the ages of 16 and 20 years 


2 
22 
20 
20 


2 
4 
2 


2 


Between the ages of 20 and 30 years 


24 


Between the ages of 30 and 40 years 


24 


Over the age of 40 years 


22 






Total 


64 


8 


72 







Color of All Persons Held for Trial 



Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported, White 


64 


8 


72 







ANNUAL REPORT OF FRANK W. SMITH, CHIEF CLERK OF THE COURT 
OP SPECIAL SESSIONS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OF BUSINESS 
TRANSACTED BY THE JUSTICES THEREOF SITTING AS CITY MAGIS- 
TRATES, IN THE BOROUGHS OF MANHATTAN AND THE BRONX, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1915 

The following named Justices sat as City Magistrates during the period aforesaid: 

Arthur C. Salmon, 
Frederic Kernochan, 
Joseph F. Moss. 



Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police without 
Process 


1 
1 




1 


Number of Persons Arrested by Warrant 


1 






Total 


2 




2 
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■ 
Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held 


1 
3 




1 


Number of Persons Discharged 


3 






Total 


4 

■ 




4 







Excess represents cases pending from 1914. 





Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Committed in Default of Bail for 
Trial at Special Sessions 


1 




1 







Final Disposition of All Offenses 



Offenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Selling Poison without Pre- 
scription 


2 

1 




1 








Failing to Record Purchase of 
Cocaine 








Total 


3 




1 









Excess represents cases pending from 1914. 



Nativity of All Persons Held for Trial 



OflFense 




Failing to Record Purchase of Cocaine 


1 






Ages of All Persons Held for Trial 


Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Over the age of 40 years 


1 




1 






Color of All Persons Held for Trial 


Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported, White 


1 




1 
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ANNUAL REPORT OP JOSEPH L. KERRIGAN, CLERK OP THE COURT OP 
SPECIAL SESSIONS OP THE CITY OP NEW YORK, OP BUSINESS 
TRANSACTED BY THE JUSTICES THEREOP SITTING AS CITY MAGIS- 
TRATES, IN THE BOROUGH OP BROOKLYN, DURING THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1915 

The following named Justice sat as a City Magistrate during the period aforesaid: 
John J. Preschi. 



Process 




Male 


Pemale 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police . without 
Process 


1 




1 









Male 


Pemale 


Total 


Number of Persons Held or Convicted 


1 




1 







Pinal Disposition of All Offenses 



Offenses 


Discharged 


Held or Con- 
victed 


Pending 


Male 


Pemale 


Male 


Pemale 


Male 


Pemale 


Violation PubUc Health Law. . . 






1 









Nativity of All Persons Held or Convicted 



Offenses 



United States 



Violation Public Health Law. 



Ages of All Persons Held or 


Convicted 






Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Between the ages of 20 and 30 years 


I 




1 







Color of All Persons Held or 


Convicted 






Color 


Male 


Pemale 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported. White 


1 




1 







No business was transacted by the Justices of the Court of Special Sessions sitting 
as City Magistrates in the Boroughs of Queens and Richmond during the year ending 
December 31, 1915. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF ANTONIO DALESSANDRO, CLERK OF THE CORONERS' 
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED BY 
THE CORONERS SITTING AS CITY MAGISTRATES, IN THE BOROUGH 
OF MANHATTAN, DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1916 



The following named Coroners sat as City Magistrates during the period 
aforesaid: 

Israel L. Feinberg, 
Timothy Healy, 
Herman Hellenstein, 
Patrick D. Riordan. 



Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police without 
Process 


261 


27 


288 









Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held 


124 

131 

6 


10 

16 

1 


134 


Number of Persons Discharged 

Number of Cases Pending 


147 

7 


Total 


261 


27 


288 



Final Disposition of All Offenses 



Offenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Abortion 


3 
128 


5 
11 


6 
118 


7 
3 


6 


1 


22 


Homicide 


266 






Total 


131 


16 


124 


10 


6 


1 


288 



Nativity of All Persons Held for Trlal 



Offenses 


United 
States 


Ire- 
land 


Ger- 
many 


Eng- 
land 




Italy 


Russia 


Greece 


Other 
entries 


Total 


Abortion 

Homicide .... 


3 
75 


2 


3 
3 


3 


1 

21 


1 
9 


"8 


5 


13 
121 


Total 


78 


2 


6 


3 


22 


10 


8 


5 


134 



Ages of All Persons Held for Trial 






Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Between the ages of 16 and 20 years 


7 
64 
28 
25 


1 
1 
2 
6 


8 


Between the ages of 20 and 30 years 


65 


Between the ages of 30 and 40 years 


30 


Over the aee of 40 vears 


31 






Total 


124 


10 


134 
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Color of All Persons Held for Trial 



Color 1 Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported, White 


118 
6 


10 


128 


Whole number of persons reported, Black 


6 






Total 


124 


10 


134 



ANNUAL REPORT OF WILLIAM T. AUSTIN, CLERK OF THE CORONERS' 
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED 
BY THE CORONERS SITTING AS CITY MAGISTRATES, IN THE 
BOROUGH OF THE BRONX, DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31, 1915 

The following named Coroners sat as City Magistrates during the period 
aforesaid : 

Jerome F. Healy, 
William J. Flynn. 



Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police without 
Process 


28 


8 


36 









Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held 


9 
19 


3 
5 


12 


Number of Persons Discharged 


24 






Total 


28 


8 


36 









Final 


Disposition of All Offenses 






OflFenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Total 




Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Abortion 


1 
21 


2 


1 
6 


3 
2 






7 


Homicide 


29 






Total 


22 


2 


7 


5 






36 



Nativity of All Persons Held for Trial 



Offenses 


United 
States 


Italy 


Russia 


Other 
Countries 


Total 


Abortion 


2 

1 


1 
5 


1 


2 


4 


Homicide 


8 






Total 


3 


6 


1 


2 


12 
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Ages of All Persons Arraigned 



Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Between the ages of 16 and 20 years 


5 

13 

7 

3 


*i 

2 
6 


5 


Between the ages of 20 and 30 years 


14 


Between the ages of 30 and 40 years 


9 


Over the age of 40 years 


8 






Total 


28 


8 


36 







Color of All Persons Arraigned 



Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons ref>orted, White 


27 

1 


8 


35 


Whole nimiber of persons reported, Black 


1 






Total 


28 


8 


36 







ANNUAL REPORT OF PHILIP J. COFFEY, CLERK OF THE CORONERS' 
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED 
BY THE CORONERS SITTING AS CITY MAGISTRATES, IN THE 
BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31. 1915 

The following named Coroners sat as City Magistrates during the period 
aforesaid : 

Frank S. Senior, 
Ernest C. Wagner. 



:^= 

Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police without 
' Process 


28 


3 


31 









Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held 


26 
2 


2 

1 


28 


Number of Persons Discharged 


3 


Total 


28 


3 


31 









Final 


Disposition of All Offenses 






Offenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Abortion. . . . 


1 
1 


1 


3 
23 


2 


•• 




5 


Homicide 


26 






Total 


2 


1 


26 


2 






31 
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Nativity of All Persons Held for Trial 



Offenses 


United 
States 


Italy 


Greece 


Other 
Cotmtries 


Total 


Abortion 


3 
14 


6 


i 


4 


3 


Homicide 


25 






Total 


17 


6 


1 


4 


28 







Ages of All Persons Held for Trial 



Ages 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Between the ae^cs of 20 and 30 vears 


11 
9 
6 


2 


11 


Between the ages of 30 and 40 years 


11 


Over the age of 40 years 


6 






Total 


26 


2 


28 







Color of All Persons Held for Trial 



Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported, White 


26 


2 


28 







ANNUAL REPORT OF ALBERT HUMM, CLERK OF THE CORONERS' 
COURT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED 
BY THE CORONERS SITTING AS CITY MAGISTRATES, IN THE 
BOROUGH OF QUEENS. DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31. 1915 

The following named Coroners sat as City Magistrates during the period 
aforesaid : 

Carl Voegel, 
Daniel M. Ebert. 



Process 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Arrested by the Police without 
Process 


8 


2 


10 









=- — 
Male 


Female 


Total 


Number of Persons Held 


6 


1 
1 


7 


Niunber of Persons Discharged 


2 


3 








Total 


8 


2 


10 
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Final Disposition of All Offenses 



Oflfenses 


Discharged 


Held 


Pending 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Male 


Female 


Homicide 


2 


1 


6 


1 






10 







Nativity of All Persons Arraigned 



Offenses 


United States 


Germany 


Total 


Homicide 8 


2 


10 



Ages of All Persons Arraigned 



Ages 

Between the ages of 16 and 20 years 
Between the ages of 20 and 30 years 
Between the ages of 30 and 40 years 
Over the age of 40 years 

Total 



Male 



Female 



Total 



10 



Color of All Persons Arraigned 



Color 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Whole number of persons reported, White 


8 


2 


10 







No business was transacted by the Coroner of the Borough of Richfnond sitting as a 
City Magistrate during the year ending December 31, 1915. 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 
1916 



Chief City Magistrate William McAdoo 

Chief Clerk - Frank Oliver 

Deputy Chief Clerk William F. Delaney 

COMMITTEE OF TEN (ASSIGNMENTS) 

Magistrates McAdoo, Appleton, House, Harris, Dooley, Reynolds, Walsh, Simms, 

Conway, Handy 

COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYEES 

Magistrates McAdoo, Walsh, Barlow, Cornell, Frothingham, Folwell, McGuire, 

Simms, Fitch, Handy, Cobb 

COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

Magistrates McAdoo, House, Appleton, Deuel, Murphy, Dodd, Nash, Naumer, 

Ten Eyck, Fitch 

COMMITTEE ON PROMOTIONS 
Magistrates McAdoo, McGuire, Fitch, Handy, Barlow, Simms, Cobb 

COMMITTEE ON UNIFORMITY OF SENTENCE 
Magistrates McAdoo, Appleton, Harris, House, Dooley, Handy, Dodd 

COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 

Magistrates McAdoo, Koenig, Appleton, Levy, Marsh, Nolan, Dodd, Dooley, 

Geismar, Reynolds 

COMMITTEE ON BUDGET AND BUILDINGS 

Magistrates McAdoo, Reynolds, Breen, Corrigan, Krotel, McQuade, Esterbrook, 

Steers, Voorhees, Miller 

COMMITTEE ON WELFARE 
Magistrates McAdoo, House, Marsh, Nolan, Geismar, Nash 

SECRETARY TO COMMITTEES Robert E. Broderick 
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POPULATION OF COURT DISTRICTS 



Manhattan 

1st 180,423 

2d 258,589 

3d 386,380 

4th 336,553 

5th 415,289 

7th 305,353 

12th 413,174 

Total 2,295,761 

Bronx 

6th 407,114 

8th 242,612 

Total • 649.726 

Brooklyn 

1st 85,835 

2d 189,166 

5th 325,574 

6th ..'. 459,447 

7th 194.031 

8th 75.936 

9th 218.272 

10th 277,273 

Total 1,825.534 

Queens 

1st 90.184 

2d 102,549 

3d 15.534 

4th 180.966 

Total 389,233 

Richmond 

1st 47,245 

2d 46,386 

Total ■ 93.631 

RECAPITULATION 

Manhattan 2,295.761 

Bronx 649.726 

Brooklyn 1.825,534 

Queens 389,233 

Richmond 93,631 

Total 5,253.885 
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TABLE SHOWING POPULATION OF THE RESPECTIVE COURT DISTRICTS 
AND THE PERCENTAGE THEREOF ARRAIGNED AND DISPOSED OF 
IN EACH COURT, DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31. 1916 



Court District 



Population 



Arraignments 

and 
Dispositions 



Per Cent. 



1st Manhattan . . . 

2d Manhattan . . . 

3d Manhattan . . . 

4th Manhattan . . . 

5th Manhattan. . . 

6th Bronx 

7th Manhattan . . . 

8th Bronx 

12th Manhattan. .. 

1st Brooklyn 

2d Brooklyn 

5th Brooklyn 

6th Brooklyn 

7th Brooklyn 

8th Brooklyn 

9th Brooklyn 

10th Brooklyn 

1st Queens 

2d Queens 

3d Queens .*. 

4th Queens 

1st Richmond 

2d Richmond 

Total 



180.423 
258,589 
386.380 
336,553 
415,289 
407,114 
305,353 
242,612 
413,174 

85,835 
189,166 
325,574 
459,447 
194,031 

75,936 
218.272 
277,273 

90.184 
102,549 

15.534 
180,966 

47,245 

46.386 



15,292 

17.136 

13,589 

20.502 

19,521 

8,877 

15,427 

6,860 

2,006 

8,503 

5.731 

14.469 

9.342 

6.993 

4,376 

6.964 

8.923 

2.805 

2.387 

600 

5,094 

1,888 

2.003 



8.5 
6.6 
3.5 
6.1 
4.7 

.2 
5.1 

.3 

9.9 

.3 

4.4 

.2 

.4 

5.8 

.3 

.3 

3.1 

2.3 

3.9 

2.8 

4.0 

4.3 



5,253,885 



199.288 



3.8 



Note: — ^The 12th District Court, Manhattan, was opened for business on November 
1. 1915. This accounts for the small percentage of cases disposed of in this Court as 
compared to the population of the Court District. The 8th District Court, Brooklyn, 
and the 3d District Court. Queens, are largely Summer Courts, the greater part of the 
business of said Courts being transacted during that season. 

The above figures do not include cases disposed of in the Men's and Women's Night 
Courts nor in the Domestic Relations Courts. 

Of the total population of all Boroughs. 236.591 or 4.5 per cent., were arraigned in 
the Magistrates' Courts during the year 1915. 
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COURT RULES 



RULE I. 
Order of Business. 

1. Hearing complaints not taken by the clerk. 

2. Applications for adjournments. 

3. Precinct returns. 

4. Warrants and Summonses. 

5. Examinations and Trials. 

6. Hearing complaints not taken by the clerk. 

This order of business, except as to 1 and 6, may be varied by the presiding 
Magistrate in the interest of the public service. Applications for bail and the accept- 
ance and execution of undertakings may be made at any convenient time. 

RULE IL 
The clerks shall keep, or cause to be kept, in each court the following books : 

1. The Magistrate's Court Record and Special Sessions Docket. 

2. Examination Book. 

3. Bond Book. 

4. Book of Fines. 

5. Warrant Book. 

6. Summons Book. 

7. Receipt Book. 

RULE HL 
Detention Pen. 
No person other than an official attached to the Court shall be allowed to ap- 
proach or enter the detention pen when occupied by any prisoners, except when ac- 
companied by the presiding Magistrate. 

RULE IV. 
Complaint Room. 

No person, other than the court officials, arresting officer or officers, complain- 
ants and their witnesses, or counsel for the complainant, shall be allowed in the com- 
plaint room while business is being transacted therein, except counsel for the defend- 
ant may be admitted whenever the defendant is present therein. 

No person shall speak to another in the court room, halls or rooms adjacent 
thereto, inquiring as to his or her business, recommending lawyers, offering pro- 
fessional cards or proffering any kind of advice or instruction. But reasonable op- 
portunity shall be afforded the defendant to confer with counsel, relatives, friends, 
and witnesses. 

RULE V. 

In all cases upon giving bond and the signing of a discharge by a City Magis- 
trate, after conviction and final commitment, a record thereof shall be made in the 
Magistrate's Court Record and said discharge shall be forwarded to the office of the 
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Chief City Magistrate who shall cause a record thereof to be entered in a book to 
be kept for that purpose, after which the said discharge shall be forwarded to the 
Department of Correction if the same be in regular order; if not, it shall be returned 
to the City Magistrate issuing the same for correction as may be necessary. Except 
that in the Boroughs of Queens and Richmond the discharge shall be forwarded by 
the Chief City Magistrate to the Sheriff of the County, or such other official who may 
have the defendant in custody. 

RULE VI. 

'I he reason for granting each adjournment, except the first adjournment, shall 
be endorsed upon the papers. 

RULE VIL 
Pleas of Guilty. 
If on arraignment, or at any subsequent time, the defendant pleads guilty, the 
summary inquiry may then proceed and if no sufficient cause be shown, or appear to 
the court, why judgment should not be pronounced, it shall thereupon be either ren- 
dered or suspended, or defendant placed on probation. 



RULE VIII. 
Trials. 
Whenever upon arraignment, or at a subsequent time, the defendant pleads not 
guilty and ready for trial, and there is no reasonable ground for an adjournment 
on behalf of the complainant, the trial shall proceed and when closed judgment of 
acquittal or conviction shall be pronounced, unless the Magistrate shall take the 
case under advisement. If the defendant is found gruilty, subsequent proceedings 
shall be the same as in pleas of guilty under the preceding rule. 

RULE IX. 
Investigations. 
In case final judgment is deferred pending an investigation, all further proceed- 
ings may be had before a succeeding Magistrate in the same court if through illness, 
absence, or other inability the convicting Magistrate is prevented from holding the 
court, or if requested so to do in an endorsement on the papers by the convicting 
Magistrate. 

(Note: Section No. 73, No. 92-a, No. 98-a, and No. 100 of our Court Act, sub. 4 
of Section No. 483, Code of Criminal Procedure, this being the initial 
step in probation, but especially see 
People V. Brown, 163 App. Div. 234, and 
People V. Bork, 96 N. Y. 188, 198.) 

RULE X. 
Indorsements. 
The complaint with the action of the court thereon indorsed constitutes, in the 
main, the judgment roll. Such indorsements should be fnade so as to give complete 
information of the various proceedings from pleading to final judgment. Initial 
letter abbreviations such as p.g. or p.n.g., should be avoided and the termination of the 
case should be strictly within the criminal procedure of the State. 

(Note: "In stating the plea there is no occasion for the use of any abbreviations 
at all." People v. Kaminsky, 208 N. Y., 389.) 
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RULE XL 
New Trials. 

Whenever a remittitur on appeal granting a new trial reaches the Court in which 
the action arose, and the defendant or his counsel is not i/Vesent to fix the day of 
such trial, a notice of not less than two days shall be served on the surety on the 
appeal bond to produce the defendant in court at a date and hour mentioned in the 
notice. This notice may be served personally or by mail. If the defendant does not 
appear on the return day, steps may be taken to forfeit the bond and a bench war- 
rant may be issued for the defendant When the defendant does appear the case 
in all respects shall be treated by the Court as then constituted as if a trial had 
never been had therein. 

If at any time the trial be postponed to some other date the ordinary pro- 
ceedings as on original arraignment should be followed. 

RULE XII. 
Amendments. 
The foregoing rules can be amended only at a meeting of the Board of Magis- 
trates and require the consent of a majority of the Board members. 



BOARD RULES. 

RULE I. 
Officers. 
The oflficers of this Board shall consist of the Chief City Magistrate and the 
Chief Clerk, the latter to act as Secretary to the Board. 

RULE II. 
Duties. 
The Chief City Magistrate shall preside at all meetings of the Board, which he 
shall conduct in accordance with parliamentary rules. He shall present to the Board 
all communications and complaints that relate to matters coming within the province 
of its duties. He shall appoint all standing and special committes, unless otherwise 
directed by the Board, and issue all calls for Board or committee meetings. 

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings and perform the usual 
duties of his office. 

RULE III. 
Acting Officers. 
In the event of the absence of the Chief City Magistrate from a meeting of the 
Board, the Secretary shall call the meeting to order, and ask for the election of a 
chairman pro tem. 

In the absence of the Secretary, the Board may appoint a Secretary pro tem. 

RULE IV. 
Meetings. 
The quarterly meetings of the Board, provided by law, shall be held on the 
last day of September, December, March, and June; provided, however, that if such 
date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the meetings shall be held on the preced- 
ing day. 

The meeting place of the Board shall be at No. 300 Mulberry Street Borough 
of Manhattan. 
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RULE V. 
Order of Business. 
The order of business at the meetings of the Board shall be as follows : 

1. Reading of the minutes. 

2. Reading of communications. 

3. Reports of committees. 

4. Unfinished business. 

5. Motions and resolutions. 

6. Miscellaneous business. 

RULE VL • 
Appointments and Removals. 

All appointments of official employees within the province of the Board shall be 
made by a majority of the entire Board upon a roll call, whereat the vote of each 
Magistrate shall be recorded in the minutes. 

Removals within the province of the Board shall be made upon a like vote, 
recorded in like manner. 

The Chief City Magistrate is empowered to make appointments to positions in the 
competitive service when vacancies occur in the interim between meetings of the 
Board; all such appointments to be ratified at the next meeting of the Board. 

No employee shall be removed without a five days' notice in writing, specifjring 
the complaint and the cause of the proposed removal, and an opportimity for an ex- 
planation as provided in Section 103, Chapter 659 of the Laws of 1910. 

RULE VII. 
Committees. 
The following are the standing Committees of this Board : 
Employees — ^appointment and removement 
Rules, practice and procedure. 
Buildings and Budget. 
Legislation. 
Promotions. 
Welfare. 
And the same shall be composed of not less than ten members, to be appointed 
by the Chief City Magistrate, except that the Promotion Board shall consist of not 
more than six members. 

RULE VIII. 

The office of the Chief City Magistrate and the Board of City Magistrates shall 
be open every day from 9 A. M. to 4 :30 P. M., excepting Sundays and legal holida3rs. 
On Saturdays the office may be closed at noon. 

RULE IX. 

Amendments to the Board rules require the consent of the majority of all mem- 
bers of the Board. 

(Signed) William McAdoo, 

Chief City Magistrate. 

(Signed) Frank Ouver, 

Chief Clerk. 
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ADDRESSES OF COURTS, CLERKS OF COURTS AND COURT 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 



Court 


Address 


Clerk 


Telephone No. 


1st Manhattan. . 


Criminal Courts Building. 


Thomas A. Geary .... 


Franklin 


1971 


2d Manhattan. . 


125 Sixth Ave 


Albert G. Wilson 

Isaac Rice 


Chelsea 
Orchard 
Plaza 


1554 


3d Manhattan. . 


2d Ave. and 1st St 

151 East 57th St 


814 


4th Manhattan. . 


Eben Demarest 


7642 


5th Manhattan . . 


121st St. and Sylvan PI. . 


Thomas A. Clark 


Harlem 


225 


6th Bronx 


162dSt. and Brook Ave.. 


Albert Creelman 


Melrose 


3670 


7th Manhattan . . 


314 West 54th St 


Jay Finn 


Columbus 


641 


8th Bronx 


1014 East 181st St 


A. F. Volgenau 


Tremont 


4929 


9th ( W o m e n • s 










Night Court) 
10th (Men's Night 


125 Sixth Ave 


Charles Anthes 


Chelsea 


1554 










Court) 


151 East 57th St 


Edward T. Tyrrell. . . . 


Plaza 


7642 


11th Manhattan 










(Domestic 










Relations) . . 


151 East 57th St 


George P. Richter 


Plaza 


1715 


12th Manhattan . . 


1130 St. Nicholas Ave.... 


John H. Hanan 


Audubon 


9665 


13th Bronx (Do- 










mestic Re- 










lations) 


1014 East 181st St 


A. F. Volgenau 


Tremont 


6526 


Municipal Term 










(Part I).... 


Room 500, Municipal Bldg 


John A. Broderick. . . . 
Rowland J. Sheridan 


Worth 


907 


Traffic Court 


300 Mulberry St 










(Acting) 


Spring 


9420 


1st Brooklyn and 










Women's Court 


318 Adams St 


Henry Hesterberg, Jr. 


Main 


216 


5th Brooklyn 


Williamsburg Bridge 








Plaza 


John McKeon 


Greenpoint3395 


6th Brooklyn 

7th Brooklyn 


495 Gates Ave 


Charles Nitze 


Bedford 


14 


31 Snyder Ave 


William J. Hunter 


Flatbush 


741 


8th Brooklyn 


West 8th St., C. I 


Henry Hasenflug 


Coney I. 


13 


9th Brooklyn 


5th Ave. and 23d St 


Dennis F. King 


South 


1453 


10th Brooklyn 


133 New Jersey Ave 


Hyman Rayfiel 


E. N. Y. 


2644 


Domestic Rela- 










tions, Brooklyn . 


Myrtle and Vanderbilt 










Aves 


Paul J. Donnelly 


Prospect 


2700 


Municipal Term 










(Part II) 

Women's Night 


2 Butler St 


John E. Dowdell 


Main 


211 








Court, Brooklyn 


318 Adams St 


Seymour H. Finkel 










(Acting) 


Main 


216 


1st Queens 


115 5thSt., L. LCity.... 


William E. McGee. . . . 


H. Point 


4171 


2d Queens 


Flushing, L. I 


Benj. H. Hewlett 


Flushing 


228 


3d Queens 


Far Rockaway, L. I 


Thos. I. Conerty 


Far Rock. 


164 


4th Queens 


Town Hall, Jamaica, L. I. 


William N. George... 


Jamaica 


517 


1st Richmond 


Town Hall, New Brighton, 










S.I 


William C. Casey 


Tompk'lle 


500 


2d Richmond .... 


Stapleton, S. I.... 


Michael Brennan 


Tompk'Ue 


1150 


Chief Clerk's Office 


300 Mulberry St 


Spring 


9420 


Deputy Chief Clerk 


's Office 44 Court St. 


, Brooklyn 


Main 


7411 
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